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Preface
When asked concerning the first

time the gospel (“good news” or “good
tidings”) was announced on earth, the
common answer often falls short of the
exact time.  The common answer is that
during the statements that Peter made
on the day of Pentecost in Acts 2, the gos-
pel was announced for the first time.  This
is true in reference to the resurrection and
coronation of the Son of God.  But in fact,
the beginning of the announcements con-
cerning the gospel events were made
about thirty-three years before the Pen-
tecost of Acts 2.

The gospel was first announced to
“shepherds dwelling in the fields, keep-
ing watch over their flocks at night” (Lk
2:8).  The angel of the Lord, possibly
Gabriel (Lk 1:26), made the proclamation,
“Do not fear, for behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy that will be to all the
people.  For to you a Savior is born this
day in the city of David, who is Christ the
Lord” (Lk 2:10,11).  And thus, that which
had been planned before the creation of
the world began to unfold.

The phrase “good tidings” that
Gabriel used is the same root Greek word
that is commonly translated throughout
the New Testament with the English word
“gospel.”  What the shepherds heard from
Gabriel was the first announcement of the
gospel of a Savior being born in a man-
ger in Bethlehem.  The incarnation had
finally happened (See Jn 1:1,2,14).  The
Holy Spirit had originally made the unborn
babe in the womb of Mary (Lk 1:35), and
then the Spirit-conceived babe carried
Mary until the time of His birth that was
announced by the angel.  This was the
first announcement to mankind of the first
action of the gospel.

We must remind ourselves of the
preceding because we often limit the
events of the gospel.  We focus so much
on the cross and resurrection that we of-
ten minimize where it all started, and now
where the gospel story will continue.  The
good news of the invasion of the Son of
God into this world for the redemption of
those of this world, started with His in-
carnational conception by the power of
the Holy Spirit (Lk 1:26-35).  The good
news, the gospel, of His birth in a barn
was the initiation of what would continue
into eternity.

The totality of the gospel is the in-
carnational conception, crucifixion, res-
urrection, ascension, coronation and con-
summation of this world.  It is all about
the Son of God who brought mankind
through these events of good news.  We
know Him most from His earthly ministry
that began when He was about thirty
years of age (Lk 3:23).  Matthew, Mark,
Luke and John give us both a description
of His character and the function of His
ministry while He was in the flesh.  But
something changed at the time of the as-
cension of the resurrected Son to the
throne of God.  Paul explained: “Even
though we have known Christ according
to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus
no more” (2 Co 5:16).

Most people settle for knowing the
Son of God according to the flesh, espe-
cially according to the flesh that was
nailed to the cross, and then resurrected.
But Paul says that we do not know Him
as such anymore.  We know what He did
on the cross, but we need to know what
He is now doing on the throne.  We want
to know Him according to how He now is
and what He now does.  It was gospel
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news that He was conceived and born
into this world.  It was good news that He
was crucified for our sins.  It was good
news that He was resurrected.  It was
good news that He ascended on high.
And now, it is good news that He is both
King and Priest at the right hand of God.
This is where the Hebrew writer wants to
take us.  He seeks to take our minds from
the ministry of the flesh and into the inner
sanctuary of heavenly places where our
Lord Jesus is our King and High Priest.
It is here that he seeks to take us in order
to reassure us that the Son of God is not
finished with His gospel ministry on our
behalf.  We have seen Him function on
our behalf according to the flesh, but now
it is time for the Hebrew writer to take us
far beyond the flesh and into a heavenly
realm of kingship and priesthood.

When we consider documents that

explain the ministry of the babe born in
Bethlehem, it is Hebrews that continues
the story after the close of Matthew, Mark,
Luke and John.  This document in hand
is indeed the “gospel according to He-
brews.”

There will be no need for the writing
of the last event of the gospel.  His con-
summation of all things will end all things.
For now, we must spiritually surround our
thoughts with this last document concern-
ing His present gospel ministry.  After the
gospel of the consummation, we will be
in His presence forever in order to enjoy
a personal relationship with Him who
“made Himself of no reputation, taking the
form of a bondservant and being made
in the likeness of men ... humbled Him-
self and become obedient unto death,
even the death of the cross” (Ph 2:7,8).

Preface
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We give credit to the apostle Paul
as the most likely choice of the Holy
Spirit to inscribe the words of the
Hebrew epistle.  Because of his reli-
gious background, and ministry to the
Gentiles, we conclude that the Spirit
could have made no better choice.
Paul, formerly Saul, was well sea-
soned in the religion of the Jews.  He
would eventually write the following
statement in another epistle that was
inscribed before the one at hand: “I
advanced in Judaism above many of
my contemporaries in my own nation,
being more extremely zealous for my
ancestral traditions” (Gl 1:14).

Though a graduate with high
honors from the school of the Phari-
sees, Paul experienced the frustrations
of the Jewish religious heritage that
had been handed to him by his fore-
fathers and was taught to him by his
professors.  He eventually came to re-
alize “that a man is not justified by
works of law, but by the faith of Christ
Jesus [who gave Himself for our jus-
tification]” (Gl 2:16).

Paul realized that there was no
power in the self-sanctifying works of
a self-proclaimed righteousness that
was inherent in the religion that came
from his Jewish forefathers (See Rm
10:1-3).  He, and thousands of other
Jews like him at the time, believed in

King Jesus in order that they might
receive the justification that comes
only through the incarnational blood
of the Son of God.

A. The fifth defense of the gospel:

Before the document of Hebrews
was written, two epistles had been
added to the canon of Scriptures
through the pen of Paul that dealt with
the foundation upon which Hebrews
was written.  Both Romans and Gala-
tians set forth arguments that were not
only given by the inspiration of the
Spirit, but were simply logical deduc-
tions of honest believers.  Paul per-
suasively argued in those two letters
that it is simply not possible for any
man to live without sin in reference
to any law, whether from God or man.
This fact is axiomatic.  It is axiom-
atic because its truth is self-evident.
We are human, and because we are
human, and weak, we cannot keep any
law perfectly.

However, the religion of Judaism
sought to make it so, that is, justifica-
tion through perfect law-keeping.  In
order to accomplish this humanly im-
possible feat, the religious leaders of
Judaism throughout the centuries
were obsessed with adding legal
guards around those laws that they

INTRODUCTION
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deemed essential in order to be a faith-
ful Jew.  For example, they sur-
rounded the Sabbath with a host of
trivial rules that one must keep in or-
der to guarantee that he or she did not
break the Sabbath.  In their thinking,
if one kept the trivial laws, then he
would be guaranteed not to sin against
the primary commandment of the
Sabbath law.  One could stumble in
reference to violating the surrounding
trivial rules in reference to the Sab-
bath, but would still be perfect in ref-
erence to the Sabbath.  Unfortunately,
the trivial laws (traditions) became as
important as the original Sabbath law
(See Mk 7:1-9).

If there were any infractions of
one’s efforts to keep any ritual of Ju-
daism, then the religious leaders em-
bedded within their theology a system
of self-sanctification.  They believed
that they could supposedly cleanse
themselves when they were stained
with sin against their added rites and
rituals.  The subsequent system of
self-sanctification led to a religion of
self-righteousness (Rm 10:1-3).

B. Religious self-satisfaction:

As all other religions throughout
the world, the satisfaction that Juda-
ism brought to the individual was
based on the performance of the indi-
vidual in reference to his obedience

to religious rites and rituals.  Faith
could be based on one’s performance
of all the religious rites and rituals that
were a part of the religious conglom-
eration of Judaism.  Judaism, there-
fore, was a religion of self-righteous-
ness.  It was a cultic “religious nar-
cissism.”

In such a system of religion there
is a sense of self-satisfaction because
of one’s performance of the religion.
Paul later confessed his former atti-
tude in Judaism when he wrote to the
Philippians: “Concerning the righ-
teousness that is in law, [I was] blame-
less” (Ph 3:6).  He had formerly
boasted that he “advanced in Juda-
ism” (Gl 1:14).  One can determine if
he or she is in the bondage of religion
if he or she has the possibility of ad-
vancing in the religion.

Judaism was subsequently a sys-
tem of religion that allowed the par-
ticipants to compete with one another
in reference to who was the most righ-
teous by keeping the most rules and
works of sanctification.  It was a self-
fulfilling religion in that it focused the
individual on his or her performance.
Because it was such a religion, there
was a sense of pride in one’s own re-
ligious accomplishments.  And be-
cause there was pride, there was a
sense of self-assurance in one’s good
deeds.

Herein was the fatal flaw of Ju-
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daism, and all similar religions.  If one
could boast in his own works of righ-
teousness, then there was no need for
faith (trust) in God for one’s salva-
tion.  In all performance-oriented re-
ligions, one believes that his own
works of righteous deeds puts God in
debt to save one eternally.  Since many
believe that this presumption is sup-
posedly true, then one can boast in his
own performance of law and good
works.  One feels that he can eventu-
ally stand in judgment with a sense
of religious accomplishment through
good works

Inherent in such systems of reli-
gion is not only competition, but also
intimidation.  Nicodemus came to
Jesus at night because he was intimi-
dated (Jn 3:1,2).  Peter withdrew from
the Gentiles in Antioch because he
was not living straightforward accord-
ing to the gospel, but momentarily
slipped back into his old Jewish reli-
giosity wherein he was intimidated by
those Jews who came up from Jerusa-
lem (Gl 2:11-13).  It was this system
of intimidation that kept everyone in
line with the religious customs of the
Jews.

It was this same intimidation that
evidently faced some Jewish Chris-
tians to whom the Hebrew letter was
addressed.  They were in the process
of bowing to intimidation, and thus
turning away from the gospel of King

Jesus to the bondage of their former
Judaism.  If the apostle Peter and Jew-
ish Christians in Antioch were intimi-
dated by the Jewishness of the times,
then what would happen if Jewish
Christians in great numbers in the first
century would also succumb to the
same intimidation (See Gl 2:11-13)?
The Hebrew writer inscribed this gos-
pel defense in order to turn a great
number of Jewish Christians from for-
saking the gospel in order to return to
the religion of Judaism.

C. Looming doom:

As we approach this most valu-
able document in reference to the gos-
pel of the Son of God, a national ca-
tastrophe was soon to face the Jews
in the near future.  We must under-
stand that the prophecy of Jesus con-
cerning the destruction of national Is-
rael was approaching at the time the
Hebrew letter was written (Mt 24).

Rome had determined to deal
with the “Jewish problem” by subju-
gating the Jews, even to the point of
destroying Jerusalem.  And such they
eventually did in A.D. 70.  But in the
few years leading up to this finality
in A.D. 70, any Jew who was living
in the region of Palestine was greatly
intimidated to join the ranks of the
Jewish resistance against Rome.

Jewish Christians who were ad-
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dressed in this letter had been Chris-
tians for many years.  At the time the
letter was written, however, some-
thing was bearing on their emotions
to the point that they were intimidated
to forsake the gospel in order to re-
turn to their nationalistic religion of
Judaism.  We do not know all the par-
ticulars concerning what was causing
their imminent apostasy, but one point
is certainly clear.  There was great so-
cial intimidation that moved them to
forsake the gospel of Jesus Christ and
return to a system of religion that pro-
moted self-sanctification through an
earthly priesthood and the blood of
animals.

The recipients of the letter were
returning to a system of religion from
which they had turned many years
before in their obedience to the gos-
pel.  The political, social and religious
environment in which they lived was
evidently so strong that they were
willing to sacrifice the love of God
through Jesus for the cold formalism
of Jewish religion.  Therefore, we
must never underestimate the appeal
that self-righteous legal religion has
on the souls of men.

At the time of writing, the gos-
pel that was preached to the Jews was
in the balance.  If the readers’ apos-
tasy to Judaism prevailed among the
Jewish Christians who were ad-
dressed by the Hebrew document,

then Christianity would have been
greatly attacked at the very roots of
its origins.  And if this apostasy pre-
vailed, then many in the world of the
Gentiles would consider Christianity
to be just another sect of Judaism, a
sect that was finally brought back
under the control of the religious es-
tablishment in Jerusalem.

If the Jewish Christians to whom
the Hebrew writer addressed this gos-
pel defense accomplished their jour-
ney back to Judaism, then the entire
Christian Gentile world would ques-
tion their base in the fulfillment of the
prophecies of Jesus as the Messiah
and final King of Israel.  If their faith
could not keep them connected with
Jesus, then the unbelieving world
would have questioned the validity of
their faith as Christians.  If He were
not the Messiah of Israel, then their
faith was vain; they too were yet in
their sins.  As the Jews, they too would
have been subjected to wait again for
the fulfillment of all the Old Testa-
ment prophecies concerning the Re-
deemer.

If all the Messianic prophecies
were not fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth,
then the Jews had to wait for another
Messiah.  For such the majority of
Jews throughout the world have
waited since the Hebrew document
was first penned.  In some way, the
Hebrew writer did not accomplish all
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of his desires through the letter, for
most Jews in the first century did not
accept Jesus as the Messiah.  Nor do
they today accept Him as the fulfill-
ment of all Messianic prophecies con-
cerning His present kingship and
priesthood.  Their rejection of Him
then and now reveals their rejection
of the gospel.

D. The majority rejection:

Hebrews is an apologetic of the
gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.  All
that the incarnate Word was before
and after His ascension is defended
vigorously throughout the epistle.  By
the time the writer comes to the end
of his arguments, there should be no
question concerning the gospel func-
tion of the present reigning King
Jesus.

Unfortunately, most Jews at the
time the letter was written rejected the
arguments of the document.  They still
do today.  It is for this reason that any
doctrine that focuses on the restora-
tion of Jews to Israel in the future in
order to be established as a nation is
devoid of truth.  The Jews’ continued
rejection of Jesus of Nazareth as the
Messiah of Israel disqualified them in
the first century as the people of God.
It still does today.  Here is the point:
“For as many of you as were baptized
into Christ have put on Christ.  There

is neither Jew nor Greek [in Christ
Jesus]” (Gl 3:27:28).  In the eyes of
God, national Israel was consum-
mated when Jesus fulfilled all the
prophecies concerning the Messiah.
National Israel was only God’s eth-
nic vehicle to bring all men to Christ.
“But now that faith [in Jesus] has
come, we are no longer under a head-
master” (Gl 3:25).

There is no Jewish nationalism
in Christ.  Those Jews who are bap-
tized into Christ can remain Jews by
race.  However, in the eyes of God,
both Jews and Gentiles are one man
in Christ (Gl 3:28).

The apostasy that the Hebrew
writer addressed was the rejection of
Jesus as the Messiah and Son of God.
Those who were going into apostasy
were actually rejecting the gospel of
God’s grace through His only begot-
ten Son.  It was the same story that
the prophets wrote of their forefathers:
“They have forsaken the Lord.  They
have provoked the Holy One of Israel
to anger.  They have gone backward”
(Is 1:4).  “But they walked in the coun-
sels and in the imagination of their
evil heart, and went backward and
not forward” (Jr 7:24).  And finally
before their captivity, “‘You have for-
saken Me,’ says the Lord.  ‘You have
gone backward.  Therefore, I will
stretch out My hand against you and
destroy you.’” (Jr 15:16).
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E. Salvation only in Christ:

The arguments in Hebrews for
the Messiahship of Jesus were valid
when the letter was first written.  They
are still valid today.  There is abso-
lutely no salvation outside Christ, for
only in Christ is there contact with the
blood of Jesus.  What Peter said two
thousand years ago is still true today:
“There is salvation in no other, for
there is no other name under heaven
given among men by which we must
be saved” (At 4:12).  Nothing has
changed in this statement.  This is the
premise upon which the document of
Hebrews was written.  It is a docu-
ment that affirms the gospel of Jesus’
present reign as King, and His present
function as our High Priest.

In our relationship with the Jesus
who is identified by Matthew, Mark,
Luke and John, Hebrews takes our
minds beyond the earthly Jesus and
His ministry.  In 2 Corinthians 5:16,
Paul explained this transition of our
understanding of Jesus into heaven:
“Even though we have known Christ
according to the flesh [through Mat-
thew, Mark, Luke and John], yet now
we know Him no more.”

The writing of the document of
Hebrews has now revealed how we
now know Christ.  Our knowledge of
Jesus according to flesh was com-
pleted when the disciples saw His

body of flesh and bones ascend into
heaven (At 1:9).  Hebrews takes our
knowledge of Jesus on from the as-
cension into heaven.  Therefore, all
who would seek a relationship with
Jesus today, must define this relation-
ship by their understanding of Jesus
according to Hebrews.

Some people in their efforts to
relate with Jesus limit their relation-
ship by failing to go beyond Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John.  If one would,
as Paul, know Jesus as He now reigns,
then their relationship must be based
on what we read in the document of
Hebrews, which is truly, the continu-
ation of the gospel according to He-
brews.  We believe that the Holy Spirit
had this in mind when He directed the
hand of the holy scribe who wrote this
apology of the present ministry of the
resurrected and ascended Son of God.
We must, therefore, follow the Spirit’s
leading as He seeks in this document
to define for us the Christ who is now
Lord God Almighty over all things
(See Is 9:6).

Therefore, the exhortation to
those who would venture into the
book of Hebrews would be to refer to
the last vision of Stephen before He
closed his eyes in death for His faith:

Behold, I see the heavens opened and
the Son of Man standing at the right
hand of God (At 7:56).
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Chapter 1

THE GOSPEL OF THE SON OF GOD

All the revelation from God, both
written and real, is about bringing all
those who have faith in Him into eter-
nal dwelling with Him.  This eternal
plan of redemption is focused on what
God planned to do before the creation
in order to introduce into this world
the incarnation of Himself for the pur-
pose of taking all believers out of this
world.

Deliverance from this world is
good news to all of us who all our
lives have realized that this life can-
not be all there is.  God knew that rea-
sonable people would come to this
conclusion.  So from the very begin-
ning when mankind was created
through Adam and Eve, sincere
people realized that it is not possible
to live without sin against God.  With
the creation of mankind, therefore,
there was the need for a divine plan
of forgiveness for sin that would even-
tually be introduced into this world.
So the promise of a Seed of deliver-
ance was made (Gn 3:15).  In view of
the Seed to come, those who put their
faith in God waited for the mystery
that God would eventually reveal (Gn
3:15).

The promise of the Seed of
woman continued throughout history
from the time when Adam and Eve

were driven from the Garden of Eden
until the last century B.C.  The ful-
fillment of the seedline promise was
eventually announced with a cry from
a babe in a manger in Bethlehem.  The
good news of the gospel plan of res-
cue by the incarnate Son of God was
finally activated, for the time had been
fulfilled (See Lk 2:8-20).  Anno do-
mini (A.D.) became a paradigm shift
in history.

When the fullness of time came, God
sent forth His Son, born of a woman,
born under law, in order to redeem
those who were under law, so that we
might receive the adoption as sons
(Gl 4:4,5).

A. Gospel revelation through the
Son (1:1-4):

From the beginning of time, and
until the revelation of the Word into
the flesh of a babe in Bethlehem, God
worked for millennia to prepare the
world for the arrival of the One who
would redeem souls out of the world.
In preparation for the arrival of the in-
carnate Seed, God, through chosen
prophets, laid the foundation of faith
for the incarnational birth.  He did so
through dreams, visions, historical

1 – The Gospel Of The Son Of God
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events, and the preaching of the mes-
sage of His Seed through His chosen
people Israel.  All this was done in
order to preserve the seedline of
woman until the God of our faith was
revealed in the flesh.

When Israel was near unto com-
pleting her purpose for existence as a
nation, God’s final message to the
world was through the incarnate Son
of God.  So “in the beginning [of the
world], was the Word [God the Son],
and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God [divine/deity]” (Jn
1:1).  “All things were made by Him,
and without Him nothing was made
that was made” (Jn 1:3).

“He [the Father] has appointed
[His Son] heir of all things.”  The rea-
son the Son of God was the heir of all
things was logically based on the fact
that all things were created by Him
(Cl 1:16).  And thus, it was only right
that all authority over all things even-
tually be given to the Son.  It was also
logical that He would be given the
right to reign over all things (Mt
28:18; Ep 1:21-23; Ph 2:9-11).  Since
the Son was the origin of all things,
then it was only reasonable to con-
clude that all things should be brought
under His control when He ascended
on high.

Through the incarnation of the
Word (Jn 1:14), the brilliant identity
(glory) of God was revealed to man-
kind (2 Co 4:4).  The Son was “the

exact image of His nature,” in that
Jesus reflected the spiritual nature of
the Father.  Since God is love (1 Jn
4:8), then it was necessary that the
love of God through the sacrificial
offering of the incarnate God be re-
vealed to man in the form of man.  To
accomplish this objective, the Son of
God, “being in the form of God, did
not consider it robbery to be equal
with God” (Ph 2:6).  Therefore, “He
made Himself of no reputation, tak-
ing the form of a bondservant and
being made in the likeness of men”
(Ph 2:7).  “The Word was made flesh
and dwelt among us” (Jn 1:14).  In
preparation for His salvational sacri-
fice, He humbled Himself to death on
the cross.

The revelation of the incarnate
Word was the “exact image of His
[God’s] nature” of love, for God so
loved His creation that He was will-
ing to come in the flesh of man in or-
der to bring a resurrected people of
His creation into His company forever
(Jn 3:16).

From the beginning, God the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit have up-
held “all things by the word of His
power.”  As the Creator, the Son did
not create that which would be out of
control, or digress into chaos.  We
must never conclude, therefore, that
a chaotic world was created, nor that
this world was left to itself to implode
into nonexistence.  The world will not

1 – The Gospel Of The Son Of God
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be destroyed by any natural catastro-
phe, or cosmic collision of the heav-
enly bodies.  It will be terminated only
when the eternal God determines that
it has fulfilled its purpose for its ex-
istence (See 2 Pt 3:10-13).  Once this
world ceases to produce citizens for
heaven, then we assume that it will
be terminated, for it will have at the
time of termination concluded the
purpose for which it was created.

The guarantee of our hope is the
good news that the resurrected and
ascended Word is King of the uni-
verse, and thus, all termination of this
world is under His control.  The
present function of His kingdom reign
is to sustain all creation.  We must
view the reign of King Jesus to be far
beyond the church of His obedient
subjects.  If we do not, then these
statements of the Hebrew writer make
no sense.  These statements are not
about church (us), but about the to-
talitarian control of the Son of God
over all things.  The fact that the uni-
verse is not out of control is evidence
that His reign is over all that which
must be controlled.

When the King has finished the
purpose for the creation of both His
spiritual and physical kingdom realm,
it is then, and only then, that the King
will terminate the existing habitat of
His reign.  It will be then that the
prophecy of Paul will become the new
reality:

And when all things are subjected to
Him, then will the Son also Himself
be subject to Him who put all things
under Him, so that God may be all in
all (1 Co 15:28).

But before this finality of world
events, the King must accomplish a
gospel mission in order to populate
His new habitat to come.  The gospel
mission of the Son was not only to
purify us of sin, but also to sit “down
at the right hand of the Majesty on
high” in order to reign over His
present habitat.  It was on the day of
Pentecost in Acts 2 when the first an-
nouncement was made of this galac-
tic gospel reign of King Jesus.  And
when the multitudes who were present
on that memorial day heard of the
reign of King Jesus, “they were cut
to the heart” (At 2:37).  It was the
gospel of the kingdom reign of the res-
urrected Jesus that motivated the
people to plead for instructions as to
how they should submit to the reign-
ing King Jesus.  The answer to their
pleas was simple: “Repent and be
baptized every one of you in the name
of Jesus Christ” (At 2:38).

The incarnate Word, the Son of
God, was the good news of the rev-
elation of God’s love for us.  It was in
His eternal redemptive plan that He
became an atoning sacrifice for our
sins.  Once this mission was accom-
plished, He was resurrected, and sub-
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sequently ascended to the heavenly
throne room with authority over all
things (Mt 28:18).  “He sat down at
the right hand of the Majesty on high”
in order to function as our King and
High Priest.

Because of who the incarnate
Word is, and what He did for the re-
demption of those for whom He of-
fered Himself on the cross, He is now
“so much better than the angels.”
And because of who, what and where
He now is, “He has by inheritance
obtained a more excellent name than
they.”

There are those today who view
Jesus as simply a good teacher of the
Jews.  There are those who have ex-
alted Him only to the status of
“prophet.”  In the historical context
of the audience to whom these words
were addressed, it seems that some
had moved Jesus into being just an-
other angel of God.

But unless we move beyond
Jesus as just a man, and beyond the
misconception of Him being just an-
other angel, we will never come to a
full realization of who He now is as
King of kings over all things (1 Tm
6:15).  If our understanding of Jesus
can never get beyond His presence
with His disciples on the roads of Pal-
estine, then we will always have a lim-
ited understanding of the power of the
gospel.  We will know Him only ac-
cording to the flesh (2 Co 5:16).  If

we do not fully appreciate the fact that
He ascended to the right hand of God,
then we will continue to limit His
present kingdom reign.  We will suck
all the power out of the effect of His
gospel reign in our hearts.

And herein is the theme the He-
brew writer seeks to promote through-
out the remainder of his defense of
the gospel.  It was the reigning King
Jesus who cut people to the heart on
the day of Pentecost in Acts 2.  It is
that same power of His present king-
dom reign that will cut people to the
heart today.  This is the continuing
power of the gospel in the lives of
those who have obeyed the gospel.

Angels announced the arrival of
the One who would be the Savior of
the World (Lk 2:8-12).  But the aton-
ing sacrifice and eternal priesthood of
the incarnate and ascended Son of
God goes far beyond Jesus in the
flesh.  Angels were not sacrificially
offered for the sins of the world.  Nei-
ther has any angel ascended on high.
This work and reign belong only to
the Christ whom we no longer know
according to the flesh.

We may conceive in our own
minds the wandering Rabbi Jesus
among the Jews two thousand years
ago who taught in the synagogues.
We may even exalt Him, as did the
Samaritan women, to being a prophet
(Jn 4:19).  And then we may elevate
Him to being the Messiah in fulfill-
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ment of all prophecies concerning the
Messiah (Lk 24:47).  Jesus was all
these things.  However, unless we can
move our concept of Jesus into being
the incarnate and ascended Son of
God who now upholds all things by
the word of His kingdom power, His
power of the gospel will have only a
limited affect on our lives.  The less
we now consider the power that Jesus
exercises as our King, the less power
His gospel has on our lives.

B. Gospel authority and reign of
the rightful heir (1:5-14):

When comparing Jesus with an-
gels, we must always remember that
the Lord Jesus has “become so much
better than the angels.”  Angels never
had a father-son relation as the Father
and Son, about which the Father said,
“You are My Son ... I will be to Him a
Father and He will be to Me a Son.”
Such statements were never made to
angels concerning their relationship
with God.

On the contrary, angels are spir-
its and “His ministers” who have
been sent forth for the sake of those
who believe.  Only this one statement
is made in Scripture concerning the
ministry of angels in reference to
Christians.  We would thus be cau-
tious about making too many decla-
rations concerning the ministry of an-
gels and what they do in our lives.

Nevertheless, the statement is made,
and thus we assume that they are not
idle bystanders in reference to their
ministry for us.  They will do their
ministry regardless of our feeble un-
derstanding of what and how they do
their ministry.

But in reference to the gospel
ministry of the Son, it was as Peter
announced on Pentecost, “Let all the
house of Israel know assuredly that
God has made this same Jesus whom
you have crucified, both Lord and
Christ” (At 2:36).  Jesus now func-
tions in a gospel ministry.  He was
seated at the right hand of God on the
throne of authority, which throne is
the authority of the throne of God in
heaven.  It is this authority that God
has always exercised over all things.
His “scepter [of a king] of righteous-
ness, is the scepter” of the present
kingdom reign of the One who was at
the time the Hebrew letter was writ-
ten, “both Lord and Christ.”  He still
is today (At 2:36).

The writer seeks to prevail upon
our minds with the fact that unless we
honor the present kingdom reign of
King Jesus, the gospel of His reign
will have little impact on our behav-
ior.  We are less motivated to be obe-
dient subjects of the King if we be-
lieve that the King is limited in reign
only to the church of obedient sub-
jects.  When we realize that Jesus
“has gone into heaven and is at the
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right hand of God, angels and au-
thorities and powers having been
made subject to Him,” then we too
are cut to the heart (See 1 Pt 3:22).
Realizing the totality of the gospel
reign of Jesus humbles us into sub-
mission as loyal subjects.  It brings
reassurance to our souls to know that
all things are under His control.

Therefore, as King, Jesus is
above His companions, the angels.
He has received all authority in the
heavenly realm, as well as on earth
(Mt 28:18).  Angels have no such
place of authority in the realm of heav-
enly things.  In fact, even angels are
subjects of His kingdom reign.

In the beginning when creation
was first conceived in the mind of
God, angels were brought into exist-
ence.  We do not know if they were
created before the creation of the ma-
terial world, or after.  We only know
what Paul wrote of this matter to the
Colossians: “By Him [the Son of God]
all things were created that are in
heaven and that are on earth, visible
and invisible” (Cl 1:16).  Through the
Holy Spirit, Paul revealed that angels
were also the result of the creative
work of the Son (Cl 1:16).  Angels
are not incarnate beings, for they are
the “invisible” of that which was cre-
ated.  “You, Lord [Jesus], in the be-
ginning laid the foundation of the
earth.”  No angel ever had the power
of Deity to lay the foundation of the

world.  That which was created had
no power to create.

“They [the created] will perish,
but You remain [after they have long
passed away] (See 2 Pt 3:10).  And
according to the second law of ther-
modynamics, that which was created
will wax old.  Since that which was
created was so created out of that
which does not exist (Hb 11:3), then
all that was created is not inherently
eternal.  All that was brought into ex-
istence by the Lord Jesus can also be
taken out of existence by the same
Creator.  All material things as gold
will perish (1 Pt 1:7).  Since we and
angels were the product of creation,
then neither we nor they are inherently
eternal (See Mt 10:28).  Our eternal
existence is dependent on our being
in the presence of Him who is inher-
ently eternal.

But there are those things that are
inherently eternal because He is eter-
nal.  We “were not redeemed with
corruptible things ... but with the pre-
cious blood of Christ” (1 Pt 1:18,19).
“The word of the Lord endures for-
ever” (1 Pt 1:25).  These are eternal
things.  So Peter reminds us that “this
is the word by which the gospel was
preached” to us (1 Pt 1:25).  As op-
posed to that which is solely of this
world, the affect of the blood of Christ
will continue into eternity.  It is for
this reason that through the cross,
Jesus “became the author of eternal
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salvation to all those who obey Him”
(Hb 5:9).

“You [King Jesus] are the same”
in existence from the beginning of
creation.  It is not possible for Deity
to go out of existence, or to change in
nature of existence.  Eternality is the
definition of God, and thus there is
no end of that which God is.  Con-
trary to our need for spiritual growth,
there is no need for spiritual growth
in reference to the nature of God.
Holiness is the nature of His being.
He is the spiritual goal to which we
strive to grow.  “As He who has called
you is holy, so you be holy in all man-
ner of behavior” (1 Pt 1:15).

Change in reference to the nature
of God would be a logical contradic-
tion concerning His very existence.
God is not subservient to the constant
changes of man.  If there were changes
in the nature and character of God,
then we would know that we have
created a god after our own imagina-
tion, for He would be a god who
changes.  But God is unchangeable,
and thus His counsel cannot change
(See Hb 6:17,18).

We are not puzzled with the Holy
Spirit’s statement in Philippians 2:6,7:

Being in the form of God, [the Son of
God] did not consider it robbery to
be equal with God.  But He made
Himself of no reputation, taking the
form of a bondservant and being

made in the likeness of men.

We find no passage in the entire
New Testament that states that this
voluntary incarnation on the part
of the Son of God was reversed.
Since He transformed from flesh and
blood before the burial, to flesh and
bone after the resurrection, we stand
with the disciples who witnessed His
bodily ascension as flesh and bones
(At 1:9).  If we are alive when He
comes again, “we will see Him as He
is” (1 Jn 3:2).  We can only assume
that as He was when the disciples wit-
nessed His body in His ascension, so
He will be when He comes again.
Therefore, we are not of those about
whom John wrote:

For many deceivers have gone out
into the world who do not confess
that Jesus Christ is coming in the
flesh.  This is the deceiver and the
antichrist (2 Jn 7).

Nevertheless, we say these things
in view of what Paul said in 2 Corin-
thians 5:16: “Even though we have
known Christ according to the flesh,
yet now we know Him thus no
more.”  We assume that Paul’s use of
the word “flesh” is in reference to the
incarnation.  If so, then in some way
the incarnate Son is no longer in the
flesh as He functions as our
.  He would thus be in some spirit
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form, though His equality with the
Father and Spirit was given up in the
incarnation.  This relationship with
the Father seems to have been an eter-
nal subjugation on the part of the Son.
This relationship seems to be revealed
by Paul in 1 Corinthians 11:3: “The
head of every man is Christ, and the
head of the woman is the man, and
the head of Christ is God.”

Are these things too difficult to
understand by those who are presently
in the flesh?  Certainly!  Neverthe-
less, we must understand these state-
ments exactly as they read in our text.
This is in view of the fact that there
are no statements of Scripture that
affirm that the incarnate Son will ever
return to being equal in form with
God, though He never gave up His di-
vinity.  For God to give up divinity is
an impossibility.

We would assume that the Son
would not forsake His deity for the
sake of what the Hebrew writer will
later reveal in the following chapter.
Of course, our lack of revelation on
this matter leaves room for our per-
sonal assumptions.  Nevertheless, we
must remain with what has been re-
vealed without frustrating ourselves
with present and future realities in the
spiritual realm of which we have little
revelation (See Dt 29:29).

His love for us beyond angels is
tremendously exemplified if there is
anything near the notion of an incar-

nation of the Son of God that will exist
beyond the time when we see Him as
He is in His final coming (1 Jn 3:2).
His sacrifice was far beyond the suf-
fering of His earthly existence, includ-
ing the agony of the cross.  His incar-
national sacrifice was forever.  If we
would exalt angels to be in status as
the incarnate Son of God, then we
have denied the gospel of the incar-
nation.

No angels, therefore, could ever
have the following declaration made
to them: “Sit at My right hand until I
make Your enemies Your footstool.”
Only our Lord Jesus had enemies, and
thus only He heard these words from
the Father.  Angels have no earthly en-
emies.  This statement, therefore,
could never have been made to them.
Angels are only “ministering spirits
sent forth to minister to those who will
inherit salvation.”  Any theology,
therefore, that would exalt angels
above Jesus, or even equate angels
with Jesus, is a denial of the gospel.

Our understanding of the gospel
must begin with the incarnation of the
Word into the flesh of man.  His
eternality was temporarily suspended
while He was in the flesh of man.
However, as God, He could not be ter-
minated, though His flesh as a man
could.  Nevertheless, as we will be in
our heavenly body that is yet to come,
so also will the resurrected Jesus in
His resurrected body be when He
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comes again (See 1 Co 15:12-58; 1
Jn 3:2).  Through the power of the res-
urrection, He was proved to be the
Son of God with power (Rm 1:4).  The
power that raised Him from the dead
is the same power that works today
in the transformation of our lives.

Any efforts to equate Jesus with
angels is an attack against the resur-
rection of the body of Jesus.  Angels
were never incarnate into the flesh of
man in a way that they could be reju-
venated through resurrection into a

body of flesh and bones in which they
would dwell with us throughout eter-
nity.  God indeed allowed angels to
appear before men throughout history.
But we must not believe that they
were incarnate into flesh and blood
as Jesus at the time of His incarna-
tion.  If they had, then such would
have been an attack against the unique
gospel incarnation of Jesus that both
John and Paul revealed (See Jn
1:1,2,14; Ph 2:5-8).

Erroneous beliefs have conse-
quences.  They have consequences
because they are carried out in our
behavior.  Our core beliefs determine
our values, and our values determine
our behavior.  When the mandate was
stated in Scripture to “believe on
Jesus,” it was assumed that the be-
liever would follow through with gos-
pel behavior.

Emphasis on the gospel accord-
ing to Hebrews reveals the inner core
of our beliefs, and thus our hearts.  Le-
gal religiosity deals more with the
head, but gospel deals primarily with
our hearts.  So the Hebrew writer now
takes us into the inner sanctuary of
our hearts lest we turn away from our
gospel commitment that was initiated

at the time when our belief in Jesus
was carried out in our obedience to
the gospel in baptism.

A. Gospel announcement (2:1-4):

Because it is the gospel that mo-
tivates correct responses in reference
to the commandments of God, “we
must give more earnest attention to
the things that we have heard so that
we do not drift away.”  The writer
now brings up the example of the Is-
raelites who did not give the more ear-
nest heed to the things that were spo-
ken to them.  Being of Jewish heri-
tage, the readers remembered their
apostate history as a nation in the past.

These statements reminded the

Chapter 2

ATTENTION TO GOSPEL MATTERS

2 – Attention To Gospel Matters



20

Dickson Biblical Research Library, www.africainternational.org
The Gospel According To Hebrews - Roger E. Dickson, ©2019: Africa International Missions, Hutchinson, Kansas U.S.A., Philadelphia, South Africa

readers “not to drift away” from those
things that they heard.  The assump-
tion is that there is always the possi-
bility of apostasy from our initial com-
mitment to the gospel.  For the Chris-
tian, obedience to the gospel is never
a “once-saved-always-saved” conver-
sion.  There are no guarantees on
faithfulness that work outside our own
volition to remain faithful to our call
through the gospel.  Faithfulness is
never enforced by outside influences,
nor by the Holy Spirit inside us.  Faith-
fulness is always the responsibility of
the individual.

For example, “The word spoken
[to Israel] through angels proved
steadfast” (See At 7:53).  Under the
Sinai law that was delivered to Moses
through angels, “every transgression
and disobedience received a just pun-
ishment.”  With disobedience to the
word of God through the Sinai law
came consequences.  Embedded
within the Sinai law was the principle
that one must be taught obedience to
that which was commanded (See Dt
6).  Being taught obedience assumed
that if one were not taught, then he
would fall from the grace of God (See
Hs 4:6; 2 Pt 3:18).  And this the Isra-
elites did.

The above illustration concern-
ing Israel is understood in reference
to turning from something that is far
greater than the Sinai law.  If the read-
ers “neglect such a great salvation”

that came to them through the Son of
God, then they must not assume that
there will be no consequences.  Since
the message of the gospel was initially
spoken from the mouth of the incar-
nate Son of God, and then was con-
firmed by the signs that followed, how
can we question the truth of the spo-
ken word of the gospel?  How can we
escape just punishment if we ever turn
from the gospel?

It was Nicodemus who came in
the night and said to the Lord, “Rabbi,
we know that You are a teacher come
from God, for no one can do these
signs that You do unless God is with
him” (Jn 3:2). In the beginning of the
gospel, the Christ-sent apostles ini-
tially proclaimed the gospel through
spoken words.  As did Jesus, they too
had their message of the gospel mi-
raculously confirmed (See Mk 16:20).

If the truth of the good news was
miraculously confirmed and obeyed,
then there is no excuse or escape for
those who turn from the gospel.  It is
not that they have revised or changed
some outline of law.  They have turned
from the blood of the Lamb of God
who cleansed them.

The writer will not let this point
go, for he will return to the subject of
apostasy later in the book (See Hb 6:4-
6).  He will return to this subject be-
cause of the eternal consequences of
the one who turns from the gospel.
His or her example of apostasy would
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be manifested before the world.  In
another context, the Holy Spirit gave
a commentary on this matter:

For if after they have escaped the pol-
lutions of the world through the
knowledge of the Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, they are again en-
tangled in them and overcome, the
latter end is worse for them than the
beginning.  For it would have been
better for them not to have known the
way of righteousness, than having
known it, to turn from the holy com-
mandment delivered to them. But it
has happened to them according to
the true proverb, “A dog returns to
his own vomit,” and, “a sow that
was washed, to her wallowing in the
mire” (2 Pt 2:20-22).

The spoken word of the gospel
was miraculously confirmed, not by
miracles being worked on the obedi-
ent, but on those who had not yet be-
lieved.  Confirming miracles revealed
the power of God in the messengers
of God in order that people believe
their message.  But once they be-
lieved, there was no demonstration of
miracles among the disciples for the
purpose that they continue to believe
the gospel.  The Spirit correctly as-
sumed that the power of the incarna-
tion, crucifixion, resurrection, ascen-
sion and coronation of Jesus Christ
would motivate individuals to remain

faithful.  These who were on the verge
of apostasy in this historical context
could not blame God for not working
any miracles in their lives in order that
they remain faithful.

Once one is obedient to the gos-
pel, then there is no excuse for turn-
ing from the heart of God that was
revealed on the cross.  There is no
excuse for rebelling against King
Jesus who now reigns.  The Hebrew
writer thus continues on with his de-
scription of the incarnation, crucifix-
ion, resurrection, ascension and reign
of the incarnate Son of God.  The good
news of the events were miraculously
confirmed by the Holy Spirit.

There is no desire for repentance
on the part of those who have will-
fully turned their backs on this gos-
pel that God has revealed for the sal-
vation of the apostate.  The writer
seems to indicate that the potential
apostates to whom he is writing had
all the blessings in order to encour-
age them to remain faithful to their
commitment.  However, the lure of
legal Judaism was so strong that they
were turning their backs on the heart
of God that was revealed through the
gospel of the Son of God.

It is relevant to mention here that
the writer is addressing baptized dis-
ciples who had been blessed with the
Holy Spirit.  From what was transpir-
ing in their lives at this time, the writer
made no mention of the Holy Spirit
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guarding them from their apostasy.
He makes no mention of miracles in
their lives to encourage their faithful-
ness.  This is significant in reference
to our understanding of the indwell-
ing of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  It
is not the work of the Spirit to guar-
antee our faithfulness.  If we are lost
in the final judgment, then we cannot
blame the Holy Spirit for not keeping
us faithful.

At least we understand from
what the writer states in this context
that it is not the Spirit’s responsibil-
ity to guard us from apostasy.  It is
not because the writer makes no men-
tion of the Spirit being responsible for
their apostasy, or for them to call upon
the Spirit to guard them from falling.
Neither are there any instructions that
they turn to the Spirit for help in ref-
erence to their faith in the power of
the gospel.

There are no calls for miracles
in the lives of the potential apostates
in order to keep them faithful.  The
writer’s efforts to restore those who
were wavering is based solely on re-
minding them of their knowledge of
the gospel of God’s grace that was
many years before miraculously con-
firmed to be true.  Their problem was
that they did not grow in the knowl-
edge of who Jesus now is and the gos-
pel of grace (Hb 5:11,12; see 2 Pt
3:18).  The reason for their potential
apostasy was their failure to grow

spiritually in order to face the intimi-
dation of those who were drawing
them back into religion.

B. Gospel coronation (2:5-9):

It may have been that the read-
ers did not fully understand the atone-
ment of the cross, or the present gos-
pel reign of King Jesus.  So the writer
takes their minds back to their
marginalization of King Jesus through
their exaltation of angels.  He re-
minded the readers that the Father
“did not subject the world to come to
angels.”   He subjected it to His Son.

Whenever it is revealed in Scrip-
ture that something that exists is sub-
jected to someone above creation,
then that One to whom all things are
subjected is either the Father or Son.
Before the gospel coronation of the
Son, God the Father was King over
all things (See Ps 10:16; 22:27,28;
24:10; 44:4; Is 33:22).  But in proph-
ecy during the days of Israel, David
spoke of a new King who was com-
ing, and a transition in kingship over
all things (Ps 8:6-8).

The “Son of Man” was through
incarnation made “a little lower than
the angels.”  For this reason we be-
lieve that no angel was ever incarnate
into the flesh of man.  Only the Son
of Man made this incarnational jour-
ney into the flesh of man (Ph 2:5-8).
However, though He was lowered to
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the flesh of man from the spirit in
which He, as God, was in eternity, the
Father “raised Him from the dead and
seated Him at His own right hand in
the heavenly places” (Ep 1:20).  In
the coronation, the Son was “crowned
with glory and honor.”  And not only
that, the Father “appointed Him over
the works” of creation.

In the good news event of the
resurrection is the fact that the Son of
God had to have been in the flesh of
man in order to be raised from the
dead.  In the coronation, He had to be
Deity, for only God can reign over all
created things.  All things could be
subjected only to Him who was the
Creator, and thus He was above all
that which was created (Cl 1:16).

We must not assume, however,
that the incarnate Son reversed His in-
carnation at the time of His corona-
tion.  There is no reference in the New
Testament that states that Paul’s rev-
elation of the incarnation of the Son
of God into the flesh of man that is
revealed in Philippians 2:6,7 was ever
reversed when the Son ascended on
high (See Jn 1:1,2,14).  All we know
is that one is an antichrist if he or she
does not confess that the Son of God
is in the future coming in the flesh (1
Jn 3:2).  By John’s use of the present
tense in the following statement that
was written at least sixty years after
the coronation of King Jesus, we can
only make assumptions as to the

present existence of the Son of God:

For many deceivers have gone out
into the world who do not confess
that Jesus Christ is coming in the
flesh.  This is the deceiver and the
antichrist (2 Jn 7).

We know that the Son of God
will come in bodily form as He as-
cended (At 1:11).  And John reminded
us, “It has not yet been revealed what
we will be.  But we know that when
He appears, we will be like Him, for
we will see Him as He is” (1 Jn 3:2).
If we will be like Him when He
comes, then He evidently will return
with flesh and bones as He was at the
ascension, or as what Paul revealed
we will be when our mortal body puts
on immortality in the heavenly body
(See 1 Co 15:35-57).

However, we must not forget that
Paul said that we do not now know
Christ according to the flesh (2 Co
5:16).  Christ does not now have to
be in the flesh and bones as He was
after the resurrection and at the time
of His ascension (Lk 24:39).  He is
God and can be in any form He so
chooses.  At His final coming we will
see Him as He will be as our resur-
rected body.  These are things that do
not confuse our understanding of what
He now is as King and Priest.  They
are things beyond our understanding.

The writer referred his Jewish
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audience to Psalm 8:6-8.  Some would
assert that David was speaking in this
context of man only.  David was cer-
tainly referring to man in the original
context in which the Holy Spirit first
had the statement inscribed by the
prophet David.  However, the origi-
nal inscription was a metaphorical
prophecy in reference to the Son of
God.  There was an earthly meaning
in reference to man at the time David
wrote, but a heavenly fulfillment in
reference to the ascended Christ at the
time the Hebrew writer wrote.  This
prophecy was not understood in this
manner until the Holy Spirit referred
the readers back to His library of Old
Testament books and quoted the state-
ment in reference to the coronation of
the Son of God.

The preceding understanding is
revealed in the fact that “subjection”
is in the present tense in reference to
something that was happening at the
time the Hebrew writer inscribed
these words.  We note that at this time
King Jesus reigns over all things.
“You have put all things in subjection
under his feet.”  Though the created
world was subjected to man’s desires
and use from the beginning, the liv-
ing metaphor is now applied to the
Son of Man over all things (See Gn
1:26).

The subjection of all things to the
kingdom reign of the Son was com-
plete.  The Father “left nothing that

is not put under Him.”  This is more
than the Son being the King of a
church of disciples.  His kingdom
reign extends far beyond the church,
for His kingdom extends to all that
has been created, both visible and in-
visible (Cl 1:16; 1 Pt 3:22).  The read-
ers’ limited understanding of the king-
dom reign of the Son of God may have
been one of the causes for their apos-
tasy to make earthly kings, especially
the Roman Empire, more important
in their theology than King Jesus.

Here is a crucial point to remem-
ber in reference to the universal king-
dom reign of King Jesus: “But now
we do not yet see all things put un-
der Him.”  We can see the visible
church of disciples who are the sub-
mitted subjects of the kingdom.  How-
ever, this visible church of submitted
subjects does not constitute the en-
tirety of the kingdom of the Son of
Man.  His kingdom reign extends far
beyond the church, though we in the
flesh, with limited perception, do not
see His reign over all things, includ-
ing angels.

We live in a world of rebellion.
We live in a world of conflict between
good and evil.  We do not conclude
that this world is out of control, for
the writer reassured us previously that
everything is under control, for King
Jesus upholds all things by the word
of His power (Hb 1:3).  However, we
must not make the erroneous conclu-
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sion that social chaos in this world
infers that things are out of control of
the One who ascended on high.

Jesus is King and head of all the
kings of this world.  He is Lord of all
the lords of this world (1 Tm 6:15).
To assume anything contrary to the
totality of His kingship is to minimize
His gospel reign.  To assume that His
kingdom is composed only of obe-
dient subjects (the church) is an at-
tack on the present gospel reign of
Jesus over all things.

In this context, the limitation of
the kingdom reign of King Jesus was
one of the points of theology that laid
the foundation for the apostasy of
those to whom the document of He-
brews was directed.  As the writer will
reveal later in this document, in their
marginalization of the King, they also
marginalized the ministry of His
present priesthood.  And surely, this
is what the readers were doing in their
comparison of Jesus to angels.

We do not understand why some
would believe that angels, as our min-
istering spirits, would work in the af-
fairs of man for the sake of the saints,
while at the same time, Jesus as the
King of kings and Lord of lords sup-
posedly cannot.  From the corrections
that the Hebrew writer made, how-
ever, we conclude that any limitations
that we place on King Jesus as He now
functions are also limitations of what
He now does as our high priest and

mediator between God and man (1
Tm 2:5).

So the Hebrew writer gives us a
reality shock.  We do “see Jesus who
was made a little lower than the an-
gels.”  But there was a purpose for
His “lowering.”  The purpose was to
bring “many sons to glory.”  In order
to do this, the atonement of the cross
was necessary.  His crowning with
glory and honor was necessary.  All
this was necessary in order that “by
the grace of God” He “might taste
death for everyone.”

C. Gospel fellowship in the flesh
(2:10-13):

Verse 10 is the “gospel verse” of
Hebrews.  Paul had revealed to the
Colossian saints in reference to the
now crowned King that “all things
were created through Him and for
Him” (Cl 1:16).  Therefore, it was ap-
propriate “for Him, for whom are all
things and by whom are all things,”
to be the origin also of eternal salva-
tion for those who would seek to be
His brethren whom He would bring
into eternity.  In order to do this, the
Son could not remain in the “form of
God,” but had to empty Himself into
the flesh of man for an offering for
the sins of those whom He would
bring into eternal glory (Ph 2:5-8).

Those who are sanctified—that
is us—and the One who sanctifies—
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that is Jesus—are brothers because of
the love offering of the Father.  The
love offering of the Son brought us
into brotherhood with God the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit.  Because we
have been cleansed of sin by His
blood, He can now have a brother-
hood relationship with us.  This rela-
tionship could exist only when the sin
that separates us from God was
washed away by the blood offering of
the Son of God (See Is 59:1,2; com-
pare At 22:16).

It is not, therefore, that we seek
to establish conditions for ourselves
in order to have a relationship with
God.  It is He who sought to establish
a relationship with us.  Through the
offering of His Son He has accepted
us.  It is our responsibility to accept
His acceptance of us through our obe-
dience to the gospel of His Son.

In the prophetic context of Psalm
22, David rejoiced in his willingness
to proclaim the name of the Father in
the assembly of Israel when the Isra-
elites came together for their feasts of
celebration.  The Hebrew scribe ap-
plied David’s statement to the Son of
Man who would joyfully proclaim the
name of the Father in the midst of His
assembly (church) of the sanctified
(See Ep 5:19; Cl 3:16).

The declaration and celebration
of brotherhood between the resur-
rected Son, and those who were sanc-
tified by His suffering, can be possible

only on the foundation of the gospel
of grace that was revealed through the
suffering Servant, who at the time of
writing, was the crowned King.

Because His brothers had previ-
ously risen from the grave of baptism,
having washed (cleansed) away their
sins in their obedience to the gospel
(At 22:16), they were claimed as
brothers by the Sanctifier.  Our trust
is now in Him, not in ourselves.  Our
righteousness is from Him, not from
ourselves in our former religiosity
wherein we sought to self-sanctify
ourselves through works of merit.
“Therefore, having been justified by
faith [in Him], we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ”
(Rm 5:1).

D. Gospel deliverance (2:14-18):

In order to accomplish all the
preceding, there was the necessity of
incarnation.  Without the demonstra-
tion of incarnation on the part of De-
ity, brotherhood between God and
man could never have been pro-
nounced from heaven, or made pos-
sible on earth.  There had to be an eter-
nal sacrifice on the part of the One
who brought all flesh into existence.
And since the flesh of bulls, sheep and
goats are all created flesh, they could
never be a satisfactory offering for the
sins of humanity against God (See Hb
10:1-4).  The offering of animals was
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insufficient because animals had no
choice in their offering under the Si-
nai law.  The incarnate Son of God,
on the other hand, offered Himself (Ph
2:7).  Of His own will He made a
choice to transition between spirit and
flesh in order to be a suitable offering
for those who would later seek to tran-
sition into eternity.

Therefore, “since the children
are partakers of flesh and blood, He
also Himself likewise partook of the
same.”  This is the gospel of the in-
carnation.  Before creation, the Father,
Son and Spirit determined the total-
ity of the gospel.  Since God the Fa-
ther, Son and Holy Spirit are love,
then they had to create that which they
could love.  But in order for those of
“flesh and blood” to respond sincerely
with love to their Creator, they had to
be created free to make all their moral
decisions.

There was thus risk in the cre-
ation of flesh and blood.  The risk was
that the created would have the voli-
tion to reject the love of the Father,
Son and Spirit.  And for this reason,
the Son had to volunteer Himself as
the reconciliatory offering to bring
“flesh and blood” into fellowship with
the Father, Son and Spirit (Ph 2:7).

Since the created were in the
bondage of “flesh and blood,” they
needed to be delivered from the bond-
age of death.  The good news of the
incarnation, therefore, was necessary.

But the gospel had to move beyond
incarnation.  Offering was necessary
in order to reveal love (Jn 3:16).  Of-
fering was necessary in order to “give
aid to the seed of Abraham,” whom
we are by faith (Gl 3:7).  Aid need
not to be given to angels, for they are
always in the presence of God (Lk
1:19).  Therefore, we needed One to
stand in the presence of God on our
behalf (1 Tm 2:5).  So the crucified
and resurrected Christ ascended “to
appear in the presence of God for us”
(Hb 9:24).  He is there as our high
priest and mediator.

It was necessary, therefore, that
the Son of God would truly give up
being in the form of God (Ph 2:6).  It
was necessary in order that He “be
made like His brethren.”  This was
all necessary in order “that He be a
merciful and faithful high priest in
things pertaining to God.”  If these
things did not transpire in the exist-
ence of the eternal Word, then there
could have never been an “atoning
sacrifice for the sins of the people.”

It is not that the Son of God was
incarnate with reservations.  He could
sin.  He could suffer.  He could be
tempted, as we, to sin against the God
of His origins (See Mt 4:1-17).  And
because He was able in all ways to
suffer and be tempted as His brethren
in the flesh, “He is able to aid those
who are tempted.”  He is a Savior
who can empathize with our needs.
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Though He is now our King in heav-
enly places, He understands our pre-

dicament in the bondage of “flesh and
blood.”

The writer now turns the readers
attention to identifying the inward
motivation of those who were on their
way to forsaking their allegiance to
King Jesus.  They were not unlike
their ancestors of Israel who forsook
God and His designated spiritual lead-
ership of Israel.  They were behaving
in the same manner that eventually
resulted in their forefathers being de-
nied entrance into the promise land.
If the readers persisted in their cur-
rent “unbelief,” they too would be
denied entrance into the promised
land of eternal heaven.

A. Defiant hearts (3:1-6):

It is significant that the writer in-
troduced this section of instruction
with the word “therefore.”  He is de-
riving conclusions from what was pre-
viously stated.  In view of the fact that
Jesus is now far above angels, we must
not forget that He was the Apostle sent
from heaven by the Father on our be-
half.  He is the High Priest of the con-
fession the readers made many years
before that He was the Son of the liv-
ing God (See Rm 10:9,10).

As the Apostle sent into the
world, Jesus was faithful to the Fa-
ther who offered Him on behalf of our
sins.  Jesus’ faithfulness was first in
respect to His divine apostleship, for
He came into a world that did not de-
serve His offering (Rm 5:8).  Though
Moses’ example as a leader was in-
sufficient in comparison to Jesus, as
the Son of God Jesus’ faithfulness on
our behalf was illustrated by the faith-
fulness of Moses, who against all op-
position led Israel out of Egyptian
captivity.

The faithfulness of Jesus above
Moses was in the fact that Moses led
the house of another, which house (Is-
rael) was the house of God.  The house
was already built in Egypt before
Moses arrived.  But Jesus built the
house that He is now leading unto vic-
tory (See Mt 16:18,19).  Jesus built
the house of the church of the living
God by the submission to the gospel
of those who believed on Him as their
Messiah, Savior and King (1 Tm
3:15).  And because He built this
house through the submission of dis-
ciples to His kingship, He must re-
ceive more honor than Moses.

Chapter 3
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Moses did not build a house be-
cause people submitted to him.  The
nation of Israel followed him because
he was designated by God to lead the
house of God out of Egypt into free-
dom.  The house that Jesus built was
based on the fact that the people ac-
cepted Him as the Christ and Son of
the living God (See Mt 16:16).  For
this reason Jesus Christ “was counted
worthy of more glory than Moses.”

It was in the eternal plan of re-
demption that a fellowship of believ-
ers (house) should be the bride of the
offered Lamb of God.  This fellow-
ship would eventually join with the
bridegroom in the wedding ceremony
that is yet to come upon the return of
the bridegroom.

Moses was indeed “faithful in all
his house as a servant” (Nm 12:7).
And in like manner, Jesus was our
servant on behalf of our sins.  Moses’
servanthood was a testimony of the
servanthood of the One for whom he
illustrated faithfulness.  So Jesus said,
“The Son of Man did not come to be
served, but to serve, and to give His
life a ransom for many” (Mt 20:28).
Moses could not give his life as an
atoning sacrifice on behalf of the
people.  He could not give himself in
reference to salvational matters.
However, Jesus could and did.

“Christ was faithful as a Son
over His own house” because He of-
fered Himself as an eternal sacrifice

on behalf of His house.  It was through
our thanksgiving to Jesus Christ as our
Savior that we came to Him, and thus,
became His house.  But there is a con-
dition to receive the blessing of what
Jesus has to offer.  “If we hold fast to
the confidence and the rejoicing of the
hope firm to the end,” we will remain
part of His house until He comes
again.  If we do not continue to walk
in gratitude of the gospel of Jesus,
then we remove ourselves from His
house.  We give up His cleansing
blood (See 1 Jn 1:7).  It is for this rea-
son that we must not walk in defiance
of His leadership through the cross.
If we forsake His atoning sacrifice
through unbelief, then He can no
longer claim us as part of His house.

B. Hardened hearts (3:7-11):

The Israelites failed to walk in
gratitude of their deliverance from
Egyptian captivity.  They walked in
rebellion because they hardened their
hearts against God’s designated lead-
ership through Moses who brought
them out of captivity.  The writer’s ref-
erence to the hardening of the people’s
hearts immediately after their deliv-
erance from Egyptian captivity served
as the ideal illustration for the writer
to rebuke his readers.  The readers’
failure to continue following God’s
designated leadership through Jesus
revealed their lack of appreciation for
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the power of the gospel unto their sal-
vation (Rm 1:16).  The writer’s refer-
ence to Psalm 95:7-11 was appropri-
ate for the verses of the Psalm were
originally written by David who ex-
horted the people in his day not to do
the same.  David’s exhortation, there-
fore, is a continual exhortation to all
in every generation of Christians not
to harden their hearts against the gos-
pel.

When the Israelites hardened
their hearts against the work of God
among His people, it is always as
David and the Hebrew writer stated
in reference to the heart of God: “I
was grieved with that generation.”
God grieves in His heart when His
gospel-delivered children rebel.  In the
context of the readers of Hebrews, the
grieving was certainly intensified in
that they “counted as a common thing
the [gospel] blood of the covenant by
which” the hardened apostates were
first sanctified (Hb 10:29).

The rebellion of Israel in the wil-
derness was against God’s leadership
through Moses.  In the case of the He-
brew readers, it was rebellion against
God’s only begotten Son.  If in Israel’s
days “every transgression and dis-
obedience received a just punish-
ment,” then surely those who have
trodden under foot the blood of the
only begotten Son will not escape (Hb
2:2,3).  Therefore, God states that
“they will not enter into My rest” of

eternal glory.  Here is the judgment
that any Christian who forsakes the
gospel will have no chance of
heaven.  Grace will cover those oc-
casional sins that plague those who
struggle to walk in the light of the
gospel (1 Jn 1:7).  But there is no hope
for those who step outside the cleans-
ing blood of Christ.

C. Evil hearts (3:12-15):

This context of Scripture should
frighten us.  “Take care, brethren, lest
there be in any of you an evil heart of
unbelief.”  “Unbelief,” therefore, is
defined as that which results in dis-
obedience.  If our belief does not
motivate us to stay away from reli-
gions as Judaism—the religion to
which the apostates in the text were
headed— then we have developed
within us “an evil heart of unbelief.”
It is this evil heart that leads us to de-
part “from the living God.”  Religion,
therefore, is a move away from God.
Gospel, on the other hand, is a move
into the heart of God through our Lord
Jesus Christ.

“But exhort one another daily.”
This is in contrast to those who have
relegated their exhortation of one an-
other only to a Sunday morning “hour
of worship” once a week.  The writer
here emphasizes that in some way dis-
ciples, either in whole or part, need
to be in contact with one another on a
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daily basis.  Since departing from the
living God to follow after religion is
self-deception, then we need one
another’s admonition on a daily basis
in order to remain true to our confes-
sion.

This does not infer that all the
disciples must be in one another’s
presence on a daily basis.  However,
it would infer that each disciple makes
some contact with another disciple in
some way on a daily basis.  The ex-
hortation infers that the appeal of re-
ligion to draw one away to self-righ-
teous religion is very strong.

Being deceived by a religion that
takes one away from focusing on the
gospel of Christ is easy.  If one nar-
cissistically focuses on his own life,
it is deception that leads one away
from focusing on the gospel of Jesus
Christ.  The more we focus on our
own needs, the less we have the mind
of Christ to focus on Christ and oth-
ers.  Self-centered religiosity is a dif-
ferent paradigm than gospel living.
Jesus taught this principle in John
13:17: “If you know these things
[serving others], happy are you if you
do them.”  But our basic desire to have
our own needs served first leads us to
create a religion after our own desires,
or to seek one that is self-righteously
focused.  Christianity, on the other
hand, focuses our faith on Christ and
serving others.

All religion is self-centered, for

religions are systems of self-sanctifi-
cation through one’s obedience to the
rites and rituals that bring a sense of
self-fulfillment.  And when one is self-
centered in his performance of self-
sanctifying rites and rituals, he is self-
deceived, and thus led astray from fo-
cusing on King Jesus.  Religion fo-
cuses one on one’s self, whereas gos-
pel focuses one on Jesus Christ and
others.

“We have become partakers of
Christ” only if we focus exclusively
on Christ while we live for Christ in
this life of serving others.  There is
only one way to continue to focus on
Christ.  One must continue to “grow
in the knowledge of our Lord and Sav-
ior Jesus Christ” (2 Pt 3:18).  Those
who are not diligent Bible students
have allowed themselves to be de-
ceived by leaders who know little
about the Bible.  James had these de-
ceivers in mind when he wrote, “Let
not many of you become teachers,
knowing that we will receive the
stricter judgment” (Js 3:1).  Those
who seek to lead through teaching will
be held accountable for their teach-
ing.  The teacher who has little knowl-
edge of Jesus Christ is in trouble.  We
can grow in our knowledge of the
present ministry of Jesus only
through a study of Hebrews and the
New Testament letters.  If teachers
(leaders) refuse to study their Bibles,
then they are as Jesus said:  “They are
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blind leaders of the blind.  And if the
blind lead the blind, both will fall into
the ditch” (Mt 15:14).

D. Rebellious hearts (3:16-19):

The readers had heard, for they
had many years before obeyed the
gospel.  By this time a second gen-
eration of younger Christians were
coming into their midst.  So the illus-
tration of the first generation of apos-
tate Israelites was appropriate.  The
writer is using the first generation of
Israelites who witnessed the ten
plagues that God brought upon Egypt.
Likewise, this generation of Chris-
tians to whom the writer inscribes this
letter also experienced the miraculous
confirmation of the message that they
heard (Hb 2:3,4).  In both cases, the
first generation of believers have no
excuse because God revealed to them
the most vivid evidence of His mes-
sage.  If they failed to remain faith-
ful, then they would take back to reli-
gion with them the second generation
of Christians.

In asking a series of questions,
the writer assumed that the readers
could respond correctly.  The first gen-
eration of Israelites had all the bless-
ings of the miraculous confirmation
by God when He was leading them to
freedom through Moses.  Likewise,
the immediate readers of the Hebrew
document were the first generation of

followers whom He led into freedom
from sin through Jesus Christ.  They
had witnessed the miraculous confir-
mation of the gospel message they
heard (Mk 16:20).

The readers had been Christians
for several years.  But if they did not
remain faithful to their commitment
to the message of the gospel, then as
the bodies of the rebellious Israelites
fell in the wilderness, their “spiritual
bodies” would fall in the wilderness
of sin.  They would be left behind
when King Jesus eventually called
home the faithful into eternal glory.

“They could not enter in because
of unbelief.”  The unbelief of the Is-
raelites led to their disobedience.
When one weakens in his faith in the
gospel of Jesus, his obedience will
subside.  He will become as Jesus
many years later indicted the Ephesian
disciples for losing: “I have this
against you, that you have left your
first love” (Rv 2:4).  Or, it will at least
be as the disciples in Laodicea: “Be-
cause you are lukewarm, and neither
cold nor hot, I will spew you out of
My mouth” (Rv 3:16).  These state-
ments of judgment were made to
those who had been Christians for
several years.

In reference to faithfulness, there
is no possible way to separate unbe-
lief from disobedience.  If disobedi-
ence arises in one’s life, then it is a
sign of unbelief.  And herein is the
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power of the gospel according to He-
brews.  The Holy Spirit guided the
hand of the Hebrew writer in order to
stir up our belief in the present gos-
pel ministry of Jesus in heaven.  If we
in any way limit His present heavenly
ministry, then we are weakening our

faith.  And when our weak faith leads
to disobedience, then as God swore
that the disobedient Israelites would
not enter into the promise land, so He
also swears that the apostate Chris-
tian will not enter into the promise
land of heaven.

Once again the writer uses the
word “therefore” in order to base the
following information on the preced-
ing conclusions.  Those in Israel who
maintained an obedient faith were re-
warded with entrance into the rest of
the promised land (Canaan).  In order
to emphasize this point, the writer
assumes that the readers will conclude
that only two men, Joshua and Caleb,
were eventually allowed to enter (Dt
1:36-38).

The same is true in reference to
Christians in their faithful and obedi-
ent belief in the gospel.  Their faith
will take them into the final rest of
heaven when King Jesus returns for
His people (See 1 Th 4:13-18).  But
we must keep in mind that God is not
interested in allowing great numbers
into the final rest.  He is interested in
the faithful few.  Jesus admonished,
“Enter in through the narrow gate”
(Mt 7:13).

A. Rest for God’s people (4:1-5):

“Let us fear” because it is not
that we are once saved by the grace
of God and cannot fall from His grace.
If there were no fear of falling, then
we would let down our “spiritual
guard,” and thus “come short” of our
expectations.  If there is no obedient
belief, then there would be no “en-
tering into His rest.”  The writer’s use
of the word “fear” in the text assumes
that the life that one now has in Christ
can be lost through unbelief and the
hardening of one’s heart.

The first recipients of the gospel
of the incarnation, crucifixion, resur-
rection, ascension, and coronation
were faithful to the One who came
into the world to reveal the gospel.
Those first messengers of the gospel
were truly gospel preachers who
went into all the world with the gos-
pel (Mk 16:15,16).  They were gos-
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pel preachers because they preached
the gospel.

It is significant to understand that
the Greek word here translated
“preach” is euangelizo.  It is a word
that means “to tell or announce good
news”  (See Lk 4:18; 7:22; Rm 1:15).
That which gospel preachers an-
nounce is the good news of Jesus.  The
other word that is used in the New
Testament in reference to announcing
the gospel is kerusso, meaning “to cry
out or proclaim as a herald” (See Mt
4:17,23; 9:35).  Both euangelizo and
kerusso are used in reference to her-
alding the good news (gospel) to man-
kind.  The words are not used in ref-
erence to those who are teachers
among the saints.  A gospel preacher
is one who stands before unbelievers
and announces the good news of
Jesus.  The apostles, therefore, were
the “gospel preachers” who were sent
forth by Jesus to announce the gospel
to the world.  Those who stand be-
fore the saints are teachers, not
preachers, for the saints already know
the gospel.

But the “preached word [of the
Sinai law] did not profit” those in Is-
rael who refused to continue in faith.
It did not profit them “because it was
not united with faith.”  The word of
God that came to the Israelites from
Mount Sinai became empty in their
lives because the people did not faith-
fully respond to God’s continued in-

structions through their Levitical
teachers.  Because of unbelief and dis-
obedience, therefore, they were not al-
lowed to enter into the promised land.

But those among the Hebrew
readers who have continued to believe
the gospel would “enter that rest” of
eternal heaven.  Their entry through
faith was in contrast to those unfaith-
ful Israelites about whom God swore
that “they will not enter into My rest”
of the promised land.  And since they
were not allowed to enter the prom-
ised land, their example of disobedi-
ence became an illustration for all
those who through unbelief will not
enter the eternal rest of heaven.

God had certainly predestined
these things before the creation of the
world, but His predetermined plan
could not be changed.  The plan was
predestined, but the individuals who
either accepted or rejected His plan
were not.  Though individuals are ac-
countable for their personal decisions,
they will still be accountable though
they collectively as a group make a
decision to be disobedient.

The Hebrew recipients needed to
remember that the bad decision of in-
dividuals as a collective group in Is-
rael resulted in the whole not being
able to enter the rest.  Therefore, the
readers needed to remember that they
too will not enter into the rest of
heaven even though they collectively
as a group decide to turn back from
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the blood of the Lamb.
“God rested on the seventh day

from all” His work of creation.  The
point is that His resting was quali-
fied by His work.  There would have
been no resting if there had been no
working.  The illustration for the He-
brew readers is direct.  Because there
was no obedience on the part of the
Israelites because of their lack of faith,
they would not be qualified to rest in
the promised land.  They were not
qualified to “enter into My rest” that
God had planned before the creation
of the world.  In other words, no work,
no rest.

And thus those who claim to
have faith without the qualification of
works are disqualified from the eter-
nal rest in heaven.  “Even so faith by
itself, if it does not have works, is
dead” (Js 2:17).  A workless faith is
dead in reference to receiving the rest
of eternal heaven.  So James correctly
asked, “But are you willing to know,
O foolish man, that faith without
works is dead?” (Js 2:20).  “You see
then that a man is justified by works
and not by faith only” (Js 2:24).

If the theology of a religion in
reference to salvation is by faith only,
then the religion that is produced from
such an inactive faith is dead from the
beginning.  “Faith only” salvation pro-
duces “faith only” religions.  A faith
that produces no works is dead.  Those
who are adherents to such religions,

are, according to James, dead (Js 2:14-
26).

Since both James and the He-
brew writer were addressing Jewish
Christians around the same time in the
middle 60s, we wonder that possibly
the Hebrew readers were giving no
effort to what Paul wrote in Coloss-
ians: “Whatever you do in word or
deed, do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus” (Cl 3:17).  The Hebrew read-
ers were falling back to a system of
religion wherein they would rather
give credit to the name of Moses, or
possibly some angel.  If they were
doing nothing in the name of Jesus,
then it would have been a simple thing
for them to escape ridicule by switch-
ing out the name of Jesus for the name
of Moses.

B. Hardened hearts restricted
(4:6,7):

Those to whom the opportunity
was first made to enter the promise
land on the command of God were not
allowed to enter because of their un-
belief in the command of God.  How-
ever, those twenty years of age and
older were not allowed to enter (Nm
14:29).  Eventually, only Joshua and
Caleb were allowed to enter.  The He-
brew scribe thus offers a note of ex-
hortation: “Today, if you will hear His
voice, do not harden your hearts”
(See Ps 95:7,8)  This was a warning.
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Disobedience is evidence of a hard-
ened heart.  A hardened heart is evi-
dence that one is not listening to God’s
destiny that our purpose for being cre-
ated was to enter into the eternal rest
of heaven.

The reason for not being allowed
into the eternal rest is obvious.
Heaven is no place for hardened
hearts.  Heaven will not be a place to
generate faith, and thus a receptive
heart.  One must have faith and the
heart of God before he or she arrives
at the judgment.

C. The final rest (4:8-10):

The writer now turns the read-
ers’ attention to the final rest of
heaven.  His use of Israel’s failure to
enter the rest of the promise land was
somewhat metaphorical in reference
to the reality of something greater in
the future.  “If Joshua had given them
rest” in the promise land, then cer-
tainly there would have been no en-
couragement for them to look forward
to the final rest in heaven.  Those who
remained faithful in obedience, how-
ever, were looking for a greater rest
beyond Palestine.  For all those who
walk by faith, “there remains, there-
fore, a rest [in eternal heaven] for the
people of God.”

D. Strive for the final rest (4:11-
13):

In view of the final rest that is
set before us, “let us labor to enter
into that rest.”  Here again the writer
connects “labor” and “rest.”  Without
the first, there cannot be the second.
“Rest” stands on the foundation that
it is awarded to those who have la-
bored faithfully.  There is no faith,
therefore, without the witness of la-
bor.  James gave a commentary on this
point: “But someone may say, ‘You
have faith and I have works.’  Show
me your faith without your works, and
I will show you my faith by my
works” (Js 2:18).  Both James and the
Hebrew scribe agree that works, faith
and rest are all inseparable, for all re-
veal that one’s heart is not hardened
against God.

This is the Hebrew writer’s defi-
nition of living the gospel.  Those Is-
raelites who were initially delivered
from Egyptian captivity were not
grateful enough to walk in thanksgiv-
ing for what God did for them.  Their
faith in God’s care was thus weak.
Subsequently, they were not allowed
to enter the rest of Canaan.

Those whom the Hebrew writer
was exhorting with this illustration of
their forefathers were also turning
from their thanksgiving for being de-
livered from sin through the gospel
of the cross.  They too were not walk-
ing in gratitude of what God did for
them at the cross of His Son.  So the
question the writer asked in chapter 2
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was still appropriate in this context:
“How will we escape if we neglect
such a great salvation” that was pro-
vided by the blood of the offered Son
of God (Hb 2:3)?

What God says He means.  “The
word of God is living and powerful.”
God will not go back on His word.
He makes the promise of a rest for
those who labor faithfully.  He also
promises to withhold the final rest
from those whose hearts are hardened
through disobedience.  His spoken
promises are “able to judge the
thoughts and intents of the heart”
according to the outcome of one’s
faith.

No hardened heart will be con-
cealed from God in the judgment, for
one’s lack of obedience will reveal
one’s heart.  “For if the word spoken
through angels [in the Sinai law]
proved steadfast,” then certainly His
word to restrict from heaven those
who fall into unbelief will also be cer-
tain (Hb 2:2).  “Be not deceived, God
is not mocked, for whatever man
sows, that he will also reap” (Gl 6:7).
If we sow disobedience, then cer-
tainly, by the surety of the word of
God, we will not enter the final rest.

The problem with deception is
that we think we are hiding something
from God.  However, a hardened heart
of unbelief is revealed through disobe-
dience.  Therefore, “all things are
naked and opened to the eyes of Him

to whom we have to give account.”

For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ, so that ev-
eryone may receive the things done
in the body, according to what he has
done, whether good or bad (2 Co
5:10).

Accountability assumes that ac-
tions have taken place on the part of
the ones who will give account.  There
is no “faith only” relationship with the
One before whom we will give ac-
count.  If faith is not translated into
action, then it is dead in reference to
receiving rest for our labors.  Simply
believing in Jesus is not sufficient
enough to reap the rest of heaven.
Those who trust in their faith alone
will never hear the following words
from Jesus: “Come, you blessed of My
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the
world” (Mt 25:34).

E. The gospel priesthood (4:14-16):

From chapter 4:14 on in the
document, the writer seeks to turn the
minds of his Jewish readers from the
Levitical priesthood of the Sinai law
to the gospel priesthood of Jesus.  He
seeks to refocus their minds on the
good news of Jesus’ continuing min-
istry on behalf of our sins.  While on
earth, Jesus ministered an atoning sac-
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rifice at the cross.  However, at His
ascension, the gospel of the atonement
continued on into the realm of His
heavenly ministry.  Since we now
“have a great high priest who has
passed through the heavens,” we
must refrain from focusing on those
earthly Jewish priests who continually
serve on earth at the altar on behalf of
the sins of the people.  Knowing that
Jesus continues with the gospel sac-
rifice in heaven should encourage us
to “hold fast to our confession.”

It is necessary to know that
though we do not now know Jesus
according to the flesh (2 Co 5:16), we
must remember that initially in the
gospel of His incarnation He became
flesh (Jn 1:14).  “He made Himself of
no reputation, taking the form of a
bondservant and being made in the
likeness of men” (Ph 2:7).  Because
He was in the flesh of man, He can
now “sympathize with our weak-
nesses.”  In the flesh, He could be
tempted, but made the choice not to
sin.  He “was in all things tempted as
we are, yet without sin” (See Mt 4:1-
11).  Though we do not now know
Him according to the flesh, He still
functions on our behalf.  His being in
the flesh, therefore, is not necessary
in order that He function as our high
priest in heaven.

Because we are weak, we always
seek for two things: mercy and grace.
Because we know that both mercy and
grace continually extend from heaven
in abundance, we can come to the
throne of grace with confidence.  The
Hebrew writer thus explains the men-
tal attitude of those who walk accord-
ing to the gospel of grace.  They are
assured that in their struggles to walk
in the light of the gospel, “the blood
of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us
from all sin” (1 Jn 1:7).

We have not missed the point of
what the writer is trying to impress
on our minds.  This is the second time
that he has referred to God who pro-
duced a spiritual environment of grace
and mercy on earth through Jesus. We
must step through obedience into this
environment.  The sympathizing Sav-
ior has produced the environment of
grace and mercy into which we must
come through His offering.  There is
none of this “receive Jesus into your
heart” when establishing a relation-
ship with the Father and Son.  All that
the Father through the Son has done
through the gospel has produced the
spiritual realm into which we can
boldly step.  We do not “receive it.”
We step into it.  We “come boldly to
the throne of grace.”  The throne does
not come to us.
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(There is no reason why there
should be a chapter break between the
Hebrew scribe’s discussion that be-
gan in 4:14 and what continues on into
chapter 5:1-10.)

F. Earthly priesthood versus
heavenly priesthood (5:1-10):

It was the function of the Leviti-
cal priests to “offer both gifts and
sacrifices for sins” for those who
brought their gifts and sacrifices to the
priests.  Since he too was a man, the
priest could have empathy for those
who were “ignorant and misguided”
(Hb 7:28).  “Because of this” emo-
tional identity with those for whom
he offered sacrifices, the sacrifices
were not only for those who brought
the gifts and sacrifices, but also for
the priest himself (Lv 9:7).

The priest was not self-ap-
pointed.  He was a priest because God
had originally called Aaron, the father
of the Levites, into priesthood.  When
God called Aaron, He also called
through him all the priests of Israel
throughout their history (Ex 28:1).

As God called Aaron, so also was
Christ called by God to be our High
Priest.  When the Father prophesied

of the Son through David, “You are
My Son.  Today, I have begotten You,”
it was at this time that Jesus Christ
was called into priesthood (Ps 2:7).
He was called before the incarnation.
When He came into the world, Christ
took no glory for Himself for His call-
ing.  “If I honor Myself,” Jesus said,
“My honor is nothing.  It is My Fa-
ther who honors Me” (Jn 8:54).
Honor goes to the Father for calling
His Son into priesthood for our be-
half.

The readers must now make a de-
cision.  This decision is to whether
they will remain under the Father-
called priesthood of the Son of God,
or return to the Levitical and earthly
priesthood that descended from
Aaron.

The “order of Melchizedek” is
the order of having no record of the
beginning or ending of the priesthood
of Melchizedek.  Reference is not to
being a priest after the order of the
Levitical priests.  He functioned as a
priest for all mankind because he was
neither Jew nor Gentile (Ps 110:4).  In
this way he is a type of the priesthood
of the ascended Jesus.  Melchizedek
was a priest for all, as Jesus now func-
tions as a priest for all who seek to

Chapter 5

THE GOSPEL PRIESTHOOD
(Continued)
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live under His priesthood.
In the days of His earthly minis-

try in the flesh, Jesus offered up
“strong crying and tears” to His Fa-
ther (See Mt 26:39,42,44; Mk 14:32-
35).  Such supplications were evi-
dence of “His reverent submission”
to the cross.   Subsequently, the res-
urrection was the proof that the
prayers of Jesus were answered (See
Ep 1:20).

Suffering teaches obedience.
Herein is evidence that the Son of God
was also incarnate into the emotional
existence of man.  Through the incar-
nation, “He was found in appearance
as a man” in the flesh (Ph 2:8).  He
subsequently “humbled Himself and
became obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross” (Ph 2:8).  This was
the “reverent submission” of the Son
to the Father.  Through the incarna-
tion, therefore, something changed in
the relationship between the Father
and Son (See 1 Co 11:3).  The Son’s
spirit of obedience must be assumed
by those who would claim to be His
disciples.  In this way, “He became
the author of eternal salvation to all
those who obey Him.”

Discipleship not only demands
faith, but it demands a faith that is
revealed through obedience.  Jesus
gave us His example of obedience by
submitting to the cross.  This was
Paul’s meaning in the statement, “A
man is not justified by works of law,

but by the faith of Christ Jesus” (Gl
2:16).  In another context, Paul fur-
ther explained that in Christ “we have
boldness and access with confidence
through the faith of Him [Jesus
Christ]” (Ep 3:12).  Therefore, we
seek the righteousness that “is
through the faith of Christ, the righ-
teousness that is from God by faith”
(Ph 3:9).  Through His own faith in
the Father, Jesus went to the cross for
us.  We have faith in His faith.  We
must likewise manifest our faith in
obedience by taking up our crosses
and following Him (Lk 14:27).

It was the purpose of God to
make the author of our “salvation
perfect through suffering” (Hb 2:10).
In like manner, we are made perfect
through our suffering for the Author
of our salvation.  Therefore, “all who
desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will
suffer persecution” (2 Tm 3:12).

Since He was “designated by
God a high priest after the order of
Melchizedek,” we can have confi-
dence that He now functions as such
on our behalf in heavenly places.  “We
have such a high priest who is seated
at the right hand of the throne of the
Majesty in the heavens” (Hb 8:1).

DULL OF HEARING
(Interlude: 5:11-14)

There is a change of focus in the
text at this point.  With this brief in-
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terlude, the writer turns his attention
from the primary subject of the docu-
ment to the readers to whom he wrote.
The writer had many things to say, but
some “hard to explain.”  The reason
why he made this statement infers
why the readers were considering a
move away from the gospel priest-
hood of Jesus to the order of the Lev-
itical priests

This is the same problem that
Peter experienced with some Jewish
Christians who had a difficult time un-
derstanding what Paul said in some
of his writings.  In reference to being
“untaught and unstable,” Peter wrote
that there are “some things hard to
understand” for those who turn from
studying the sacred writings (2 Pt
3:16).  These “hard to understand”
things were not impossible to under-
stand.  They were only “hard to un-
derstand” because of the “untaught
and unstable” minds of those who
read them.  People who do not study
their Bibles have a difficult time un-
derstanding their Bibles.

The same was true of those read-
ers of the Hebrew document.  In such
situations, it may be what Paul wrote
to some Corinthians: “And I, breth-
ren, could not speak to you as to spiri-
tual men, but as to carnal, as to in-
fants in Christ” (1 Co 3:1).  In the
case of the Hebrew readers who had
been Christians for many years, they
simply became “dull of hearing.”  It

is hard to explain fundamental truths
to those who have grown weary of
hearing the truth of the gospel.  Know-
ing that his readers were also grow-
ing wearisome of the gospel, Peter ex-
horted them with the following state-
ment: “Therefore, I will not be negli-
gent to always remind you of these
things, though you know and are es-
tablished in the present truth [of the
gospel]” (2 Pt 1:12).  The Hebrew
readers had evidently become dull in
being reminded of first principles.
And because they became tired of
hearing these things, they were on
their way away from the gospel king-
ship and priesthood of Jesus.

Because his readers had failed to
responsibly take ownership for their
own spiritual growth throughout their
many years as Christians, the writer
chastised them: “For though by this
time you ought to be teachers, you
have need that one teach you again
the first principles of the oracles of
God.”  He was not finished: “You
have come to need milk and not solid
food.”  They were “old babies” in the
faith because they had become weary
of rehearsing the grand story of the
gospel of the Son of God.

Discipleship to Jesus means that
one must take ownership of his or her
study of the word of God.  If there is
no study, then one leaves himself open
to the criticism of the Holy Spirit that
is listed in this text.  There is no ex-
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cuse for ignorance of the word of God
on the part of disciples after they have
been disciples for some time.

The writer here infers that they
are “spiritual babies.”  They are im-
mature.  Because of their failure to
grow in the gospel of God’s grace,
they could not have “their senses ex-
ercised to discern both good and
evil.”  In other words, their lack of
growth through study should be em-
barrassing since they had been Chris-
tians for so many years.  They had
failed the Holy Spirit’s exhortation in
2 Peter 3:18: “Grow in the grace and
the knowledge of our Lord and Sav-
ior Jesus Christ.”  If in this text it is
mentioned that a lack of growth in the
knowledge of the gospel of the grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ is inexcus-
able, then it is the responsibility of
every Christian to assume his or her
responsibility to study the Bible.  It is
spiritually immature not to do so.

No teacher is here blamed to
have failed to teach the people.  The
readers had been formerly taught.
They were simply falling from that
which they were taught many years
before.  No elder is here exhorted be-

cause of his failure to teach the sheep.
The responsibility for apostasy was
laid directly on the individuals who
had failed to grow in the grace and
knowledge of Jesus.  If one ends up
in judgment fallen from the gospel,
then his or her condemnation will not
be deflected to the teachers who la-
bored to remind the people continu-
ally of the things that he was taught
in his early years as a disciple.

It is worth mentioning in this
context, therefore, that the readers
were on their way back to the legal
religion of Judaism.  Whenever a faith
is legalistically based, it is a religion
in which one has no need to study the
Bible.  If all the laws of the religion
are established, then the adherents to
the religion are not challenged to con-
tinue to study.  If all “truth” is settled,
then it is unsettling to study in search
of more truth, for in one’s study some-
thing might be discovered that would
contradict the established rites and
rituals of established “church doc-
trine.”  One can determine if he or she
is in the bondage of religion if he or
she has little motivation to study the
Bible.

6 – Moving On

The writer now moves on from
those who may have already turned
back, to those who may be consider-

ing the same apostasy.  There is a
sense of resignation in his words.
However, instead of wasting time on
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those who “crucify to themselves the
Son of God and put Him to open
shame,” he and the readers must
move on to more important things.
The important things unto which he
must move his readers were those
things concerning the present gospel
reign and priesthood of Jesus that
brings great blessings and comfort to
the faithful.

A. Moving on from debates over
elementary principles (6:1-3):

“Leaving the elementary prin-
ciples of the Christ” does not mean
forgetting.  Neither does it mean mini-
mizing important principles.  A pos-
sible understanding of the writer’s
thoughts here would be that we must
build on first principles in order to
spiritually grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord (King) and
Savior (Priest) (See 2 Pt 3:18).

“Let us go on to perfection” as-
sumes that it is our responsibility to
go on to the goal that he has already
introduced: “By this time you ought
to be teachers” (Hb 5:12).  One must
grow in his or her knowledge of the
word of God to be able to share it with
others.  This is not the context of
James 3:1: “Let not many of you be-
come teachers.”  James was discuss-
ing leadership.  The Hebrew writer is
discussing the responsibility of each
disciple to study his or her Bible in

order to discuss the gospel with oth-
ers.

But there may be another prob-
lem involved in the background of this
context.  The curse of Judaism was
that it was based on self-righteousness
(See Rm 10:1-3).  It was a religion
that was maintained by the perfor-
mance of the religious traditions of the
fathers (See Mk 7:1-9).  And being
performance based, meritorious
works of the religion were “dead
works” in reference to being justified
by works of law.  The works were
dead in reference to one meritoriously
justifying himself before God.

Herein may be the identity of the
problem of those who were tempted
to go back under the meritorious reli-
gion of Judaism.  The appeal of a le-
gal-oriented religion was reassuring
in the sense that one trusted in his
performance of his faith and not in the
gospel of the grace of God.  Grace
demands faith in God, whereas legal-
istic religiosity often produces reas-
surance in one’s performance of all
the rites and rituals of one’s religion.
It may have been, therefore, that some
had succeeded in bringing into Christ
the meritorious legal righteousness of
Judaism.  At least the entire book of
Galatians was written to address this
“other gospel” that had come in
among the Galatian disciples.  With-
out a review of the entire book of
Galatians, it is noteworthy to quote
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the key statement that addressed the
scope of the entire book:

... knowing that a man is not justified
by [meritorious] works of law, but by
the faith of Christ Jesus, even we
have believed in Christ Jesus so that
we might be justified by the faith of
Christ, and not by works of law, for
by works of law no flesh will be jus-
tified (Gl 2:16).

If the preceding statement needs
interpretation, then one may be in the
bondage of legal righteousness, right
where the Hebrew readers were in
reference to their faith toward God.
They had legalized the law of Christ
as they did the Sinai law.

Self-righteous religiosity was a
curse to the faith of the Jews.  Ezek-
iel dealt with the problem centuries
before the arrival of the righteousness
of God through Jesus.  Through the
following pronouncement, God
judged Israel for their self-assurance
in their own self-righteous creeds:

When I say to the righteous that he
will surely live, if he trusts in his own
righteousness and commits iniquity,
all his righteousness will not be re-
membered.  But because of his iniq-
uity that he has committed, he will
die for it (Ez 33:13).

Even under the Sinai law, self-righ-

teousness could not remit sins.  There-
fore, when one has confidence in his
own righteousness as an offering for
his iniquity, he is living with a false
hope.

As some in Galatia, over the
years some Jewish disciples were le-
galizing Christianity as they had le-
galized Judaism.  In doing this, they
were not living the gospel of grace.
They were doing the same thing as
Paul said some in Galatia were do-
ing.  They were preaching “another
gospel” (Gl 1:6-9).

If one turns the true gospel of
grace into a legal system of meritori-
ous righteousness, then it is easy to
exchange one religion for another.
Even today many jump from one re-
ligion to another without ever under-
standing what they are believing and
doing.  All they are doing is changing
the rites and rituals of one religion for
a different set of rites and rules in an-
other religion.  They never realize that
in whatever religion into which they
move, they are perpetuating “another
gospel” that is different than the gos-
pel of grace.

In the context of chapter 6, the
Hebrew writer mentions some of the
subjects of their ongoing legal de-
bates.  Some debates were about “bap-
tisms,” some about “laying on of
hands,” and others about the “resur-
rection of the dead and eternal judg-
ment.”  Their problem was that they
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had brought into Christ the legal sys-
tem of hermeneutics of Judaism that
was producing an apostasy from the
gospel blood of the cross.

Whenever there are debates over
issues about which one determines his
beliefs through legal hermeneutics, di-
vision into different camps of com-
mon agreement always follows.
Whenever there are debates over le-
gal issues of opinion, the debaters al-
ways take their focus off the gospel
of grace.

In this context it may have been
that the debates over these issues be-
came so great that the combatants
decided to drop the debates by find-
ing common ground in the legal struc-
tures of Judaism.  At least in Judaism
they would have the courts of the
scribes and the policemen of the
Pharisees to settle their disputes.

But the Hebrew writer wanted to
move on from controversies over de-
batable issues.  Such was Paul’s ex-
hortation to both Timothy and Titus
in reference to involving themselves
in senseless discussions over matters
of opinion.  He wrote to Timothy,
“Avoid foolish and unlearned ques-
tions, knowing that they generate
strife” (2 Tm 2:23).  Titus may have
been in the same arena of debate that
was typical among many Jewish
Christians at this time in the history
of the church: “But there are many
rebellious and idle talkers and deceiv-

ers, especially those of the circumci-
sion [Jews]” (Ti 1:10).  So Paul ex-
horted Titus: “Avoid foolish contro-
versies and genealogies and conten-
tions and strivings about the law, for
they are unprofitable and worthless”
(Ti 3:9).

This may have been part of the
problem in which the Jewish Chris-
tians were involved at the time of writ-
ing.  Therefore, the writer reminded
the faithful that they must move on
from such controversies, “for they are
unprofitable and worthless.”

B. Impossibility of repentance
from religion (6:4-6):

When the writer used the word
“impossible,” he introduced a reality
that must be faced by every Christian
who is led by the heart of God.  The
“impossible” was in reference to those
who were once saved by their obedi-
ence to the gospel, but forsook the
blessings that they had in Christ
through the sanctifying blood of Jesus
(Ep 1:3,7).  They were giving up all
their freedom in Christ in order to put
themselves back into the bondage of
Judaism (See Gl 5:1).

These were “once enlightened.”
They knew that they were saved in
Christ.  This was not a problem of ig-
norance.  It was a problem of sacri-
ficing freedom for bondage.  They
“tasted of the heavenly gift” (See Jn
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4:10).  They formerly rejoiced over
the freedom that they had received by
being delivered from the bondage of
Judaism.  And not only that, they had
the empirical witness of the work of
the Holy Spirit in the lives of the early
messengers of the gospel (See Mk
16:20).  The gospel message “was
confirmed to us by those who heard
Him” (Hb 2:3).

Some of them may have had
hands laid on them to receive gifts of
the Holy Spirit (See At 8:18,19).  They
had powerful works of the Holy Spirit
manifested among them (Gl 3:2,5).
They had “tasted of the good word of
God and the powers of the age to
come.”  They had witnessed the best
that God had to offer in reference to
confirming the messengers who first
preached the gospel.

They had all the blessings of wit-
nessing the power of the gospel and
the confirmation thereof.  In his use
of the word “if” (subjunctive), the
writer seems to indicate that they were
not quite gone in their apostasy.  But
if they go out from among the dis-
ciples, it would be impossible “to re-
new them again to repentance.”  It
would be impossible for them to re-
pent because they had tasted all the
good witness that God had to offer
through the gospel to move one unto
repentance.  If they turned from His
witness of the gospel, then there
would be no more appeal of the gos-

pel to their hearts.
There is no forgiveness in this

case.  If some would “crucify to them-
selves the Son of God and put Him to
open shame,” then there is no forgive-
ness from God simply because they
are sinning unto death.  This is the sin
about which John wrote: “There is a
sin unto death.  I do not say that he [a
fellow disciple] should pray for this”
(1 Jn 5:16).  The sin unto death is the
sin of which one will not repent, and
thus there is no forgiveness (See 1 Jn
1:8-10).  This is willful rebellion
against the gospel of the One who was
crucified for the sinner.

The apostates in this context,
therefore, were bringing upon Chris-
tianity the mockery of the unbeliev-
ing world.  If what they received in
obedience to the gospel, plus the wit-
ness of the Holy Spirit, did not keep
them in the faith, then certainly the
Gentile world would conclude that
Christians were no better than the
Jews.  In fact, the unbelieving world
would conclude that it was true what
they said of Christians.  They were just
another sect of Judaism (See At 24:5).
Because the apostates were bringing
shame on the name of Christ, the
writer would pronounce that these
apostates would not be spared “severe
punishment” (Hb 10:29).

C. Burning thorns and thistles
(6:7,8):
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In a similar context of apostasy
from the grace of the gospel, the Holy
Spirit warned the readers,

Be not deceived, God is not mocked,
for whatever a man sows, that he will
also reap.  For he who sows [merito-
rious righteousness] to his [works of
the flesh] will of the flesh reap cor-
ruption.  But he who sows to the Spirit
will of the Spirit reap eternal life (Gl
6:7,8).

The preceding statement must
not be misunderstood.  The entire
book of Galatians is about gospel liv-
ing that is in contrast to living by the
“other gospel,” the gospel of merito-
rious religiosity.  Sowing to the flesh
of meritorious works is in contrast to
sowing to the Spirit of the righteous-
ness of God.  So the warning to the
Galatians is the same as the warning
to the Hebrews.  The Spirit warns both
groups of potential apostates with the
following statements: “If you are cir-
cumcised [as a merit of righteous-
ness], Christ will profit you nothing”
(Gl 5:2).  In fact, the Spirit added,
“You have been severed from Christ,
you who seek to be justified by law.
You have fallen from grace” (Gl 5:4).
And herein is where the Hebrew apos-
tates found themselves.  If they con-
tinued in their move toward legal re-
ligiosity, they too would be “fallen
from grace.”

When the seed of the kingdom,
the gospel of God’s grace, is sown in
the hearts of believers, it will bring
forth fruits of the gospel.  But some-
times the hearts into which the gos-
pel is planted are not hearts that emu-
late the heart of God.  This is always
the problem with legal-oriented reli-
gionists who come into Christ.  If one
depends on his own meritorious reli-
giosity as opposed to the love that
flows from the heart of God at the
cross of His Son, then his heart is not
fertile soil for the gospel of grace.

The context here is similar to the
heart about which Jesus said, “You
will know them by their fruits.  Do
men gather grapes from thorns or figs
from thistles?” (Mt 7:16).  The prin-
ciple of Jesus in this statement iden-
tified the state of the apostate He-
brews: “Even so every good tree
brings forth good fruit, but a bad tree
brings forth bad fruit” (Mt 7:17).  The
potential apostates among the Hebrew
readers were “bad fruit.”  Therefore,
they were “near to being cursed,
whose end is to be burned.”  In A.D.
70 this would literally come to pass.
As Jerusalem burned, so did the fruit
of legal Judaism.

D. God does not forget faithful-
ness (6:9-12).

The writer was speaking as a fa-
ther to his children.  His speaking was
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instructive, and shrouded in warning
as to children who might not heed his
instructions.  So in order to instill con-
fidence, the instructor is “confident
of better things concerning” his chil-
dren.  These better things are salva-
tional, for they are in reference to con-
tinuing to live the gospel they had
obeyed many years before.

They had been Christians long
enough to have worked and labored
for one another out of love.  There-
fore, “God is not unjust to forget your
work and labor of love.”  This may
have been similar to the Ephesian dis-
ciples many years after the beginning
of the church in Ephesus.  Jesus said
of the Ephesian disciples, “You have
labored for My name’s sake and have
not become weary” (Rv 2:3).  How-
ever, this praise came with a shock-
ing judgment: “Remember from
where you have fallen, and repent and
do the first works” (Rv 2:5).  They
had fallen because they had left their
first love (Rv 2:4).

The Hebrews were in a similar
situation.  They had “ministered to the
saints, and still are ministering.”  But
something was tragically wrong.  It
may have been that their ministry was
self-sanctifying righteousness.  We are
created in Christ Jesus for good works
(Ep 2:10).  However, we must remem-
ber that we are not saved by the merit
of our works, but by grace through
faith (Ep 2:8).  It is grace that moti-

vates us to work in appreciation of
what we already have in Christ (See
2 Co 4:15).

The writer desired “that each
one of you show the same diligence.”
Regardless of the apostasy of any
group, apostasy is still individual.
God considers us as individuals in
reference to forsaking the gospel of
His Son.  So the situation may have
been that some individuals among the
group had become “sluggish.”  Their
indifferent sluggishness was rubbing
off on others.  Their lukewarmness
was cooling the whole (See Rv
3:15,16).  So again James’ exhorta-
tion is needed: “Show me your faith
without your works, and I will show
you my faith by my works” (Js 2:18).

It was the responsibility of the
sluggish to “imitate those who
through faith and patience inherit the
promises.”  Since faith without works
is dead, then faith that is combined
with the expression of works is alive
(Js 2:26).  Solomon had some good
advice for the sluggard: “Go to the
ant, you sluggard.  Consider his ways
and be wise” (Pv 6:6; see Pv 6:9).
“The soul of the sluggard desires and
has nothing, but the soul of the dili-
gent will be made fat” (Pv 13:4).

E. Hang on to the promises (6:13-
20):

From what is stated in this con-
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text, we might assume that the read-
ers had in some way lost all hope.  It
may have been in times of social du-
ress wherein national Israel was com-
ing to its consummation as the Ro-
man army marched toward Jerusalem.
Since the prophecy of Jesus in Mat-
thew 24 had not yet been fulfilled, we
assume that the writer addressed dis-
illusioned Jewish readers who failed
to believe Jesus’ prophecy concern-
ing Jerusalem: “Do you not see all
these things [of the temple and Jerusa-
lem]?  Truly I say to you, there will
not be left here one stone upon an-
other that will not be thrown down”
(Mt 24:2).

The Hebrew writer addressed his
distraught readership a short time be-
fore the A.D. 70 calamity of national
Israel and the fall of Jerusalem.  They
needed to remember the message of
the early messengers of the gospel as
they went from synagogue to syna-
gogue, announcing that the end of na-
tional Israel had come.  The time was
fulfilled.

Therefore, it was a time to fol-
low the example of Abraham, to
whom “God made the promise.”  God
swore to Abraham upon the basis of
His own existence that He would of
Abraham’s seed make a great nation
(See Gn 12:1-4).  It was only because
Abraham patiently waited for the birth
of his firstborn son, Isaac, that he “ob-
tained the promise.”

The Jewish readers of this exhor-
tation were living in an era when the
promise to Abraham concerning a
great nation was coming to its con-
summation.  The nation of Israel that
was built through the seed of Abra-
ham was now coming to a close in
the fulfillment of the prophecy of
Jesus in Matthew 24.  But prior to the
consummation of national Israel, God,
through the gospel, brought both Jews
and Gentiles into one spiritual nation:
“You [Jews and Gentiles] are all sons
of God through faith in Christ Jesus”
(Gl 3:26).  In Christ “there is neither
Jew nor Greek” (Gl 3:28).  “If you
are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s
seed and heirs according to the
promise [that was made to Abra-
ham]” (Gl 3:29).

Since God swore to Abraham by
His own oath that He would of
Abraham’s seed make a great nation,
any dispute concerning the fulfillment
of the promise was over when God
swore by the oath of Himself.  As
Abraham trusted in the promise that
was sworn under the oath of God, so
the readers must do the same in the
times of distress in which they were
at the time of the writing of this
epistle.

The “two unchangeable things”
are in reference to the hope of the
gospel:  (1)  The first foundation upon
which God’s promises come to their
fruition is that His promises are based
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on His oath as God.  (2) The second
unchangeable foundation upon which
God makes His promise is that it is
not possible for God to lie (Ti 1:2).  If
we assume that God can lie, then we
have created the wrong god in our
minds.

The readers had in the beginning
when they obeyed the gospel, placed
their faith in the “truth of the gospel.”
Paul used this phrase in his exhorta-
tion of those in Galatia who might
come into doubt concerning the ac-
tual events of the gospel (Gl 2:5).  The
truth of the gospel was not an outline
of laws or an order of ceremonies by
which we would justify ourselves be-
fore God.  On the contrary, the “truth
of the gospel” is in the fact of the gos-
pel.  The Word did become flesh (Jn
1:14).  The flesh and blood of the
Word was crucified, resurrected and
ascended to the right hand of the Fa-
ther.  And the resurrected Son of God
was reigning at the time the Hebrew
document was written.  This is the
truth of the gospel.

If one does not live according to
the motivation of this gospel (See Cl
3:1-17), then he is not living
“straightforward about the truth of
the gospel” (Gl 2:14).  In their doubt
concerning the promises of God, the
Hebrew readers were not living ac-
cording to the gospel because they
were forsaking their faith in the events
of the gospel.

On the other hand, the faithful
“have a strong encouragement” in
the hope of the gospel only if they take
refuge in the “truth of the gospel.”  If
he had the time, the writer would have
also wrote the following that Paul
wrote to the Colossians.  They also
could be presented “holy and blame-
less and beyond reproach in” the sight
of God.  They could be presented as
such only ...

... if you continue in the faith
grounded and steadfast, and not
moved away from the hope of the
gospel that you have heard, which
was preached to every creature that
is under heaven (Cl 1:23).

It is this hope of the gospel that
“we have as an anchor of the soul.”
The promises of God are sure and
steadfast because they are based on
His oath and the fact that God cannot
lie.  Therefore, the writer exhorts that
if we are to enjoy the fulfillment of
the promises, then our living in the
hope of the gospel must be sure and
steadfast.  Since our forerunner, Jesus,
in the function of His priesthood for
us, ascended in order to enter behind
the veil of heaven to minister in the
holy of holies (Lv 16:2,15), then we
must remain committed to His present
position and ministry.

If we would—and we should—
honor the common Greek definition
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of the word ionios, then the emphasis
of Jesus’ high priesthood is not on
time without end (“forever”), but
surety.  It is sure and certain because
the promise of God is based on the
oath of God and the fact that He can-
not lie.

In this text, the steadfastness of
Jesus’ priesthood goes far beyond the
Levitical priests who were minister-

ing at the temple when this epistle was
written.  That priesthood would soon
terminate in A.D. 70 with the destruc-
tion of the temple and Jerusalem.  But
the priesthood of Jesus would be
steadfast throughout the destruction
of the order of the Levitical priests.
It would be as the “order of
Melchizedek,” and thus remain stead-
fast.

7 – Steadfast Priesthood

Melchizedek was significant in
his function as a priest of God.  His
ministry took place before the exist-
ence of the nation of Israel.  There-
fore, he was a high priest of God to
the Gentiles, including Abraham.  His
priesthood is symbolic of Jesus’
present universal priesthood on behalf
of all the saints throughout the world,
and for all time.  Jesus’ present priest-
hood is good news for those who seek
to live daily in response to the inter-
cession that He now provides for His
brethren.

A. King and priest (7:1-3):

The writer begins this apology
(defense) of the priesthood of Jesus
with the most significant reason why
Melchizedek illustrates the present
gospel function of Jesus as our High

Priest.  Melchizedek was both king
and priest “of the Most High God.”
He encountered Abraham after Abra-
ham returned “from the slaughter of
the kings.” (See Gn 14:18-20).  It was
on this occasion that Abraham paid
tithes to Melchizedek, by whom he
was also blessed.  When speaking of
Melchizedek we must keep in mind
that both he and Abraham lived about
five hundred years before the giving
of the Sinai law.

Before the tithe was given to Is-
rael as a precept of the Sinai law, it
was given to the designated priests of
God who ministered on behalf of the
people.  So Abraham, a Gentile, gave
to Melchizedek a tenth of the spoils
of his conquest over the kings he de-
feated.

Melchizedek illustrates the posi-
tion of King Jesus in His present func-

Chapter 7
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tion on behalf of the worldwide broth-
erhood of saints.  Melchizedek was
king of righteousness (the spiritual
kingdom), king of Salem (the realm
of his kingship), and king of peace
(the function of the priest to bring
harmony between God and man).
Melchizedek functioned in all these
realms and capacities in his mediator-
ship between God and man.  And now,
“there is one God and one mediator
between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus” (1 Tm 2:5).

Melchizedek is the best illustra-
tion of the unending priesthood of
Christ Jesus.  There is no Old Testa-
ment record of the birth or death of
Melchizedek.  Therefore, he is “made
like the Son of God,” for he “remains
a priest continually.”  It is not that he
functions as a priest today, but that his
priesthood on earth without a re-
corded beginning or ending illustrates
the unending priesthood of the Son of
God.

B. The lesser blessed by the bet-
ter (7:4-10):

The writer now uses Abraham to
illustrate that “the lesser” (Abraham)
paid tithes to “the better”
(Melchizedek).  Abraham, the father
of the Jews paid tithes to a Gentile
priest.  In doing this, all the Jews un-
der the Sinai law also paid tithes to
the Gentile priest through Abraham.

Because “the lesser” (Abraham)
paid tithes to “the better,” the lesser
was blessed by the better.  Abraham,
to whom the promises were made,
was blessed because he paid tithes to
Melchizedek.  Therefore, “without all
dispute the lesser [Abraham] is
blessed by the better [Melchizedek].”

While Levi was yet in the body
of his ancestor Abraham, he, as a high
priest of Israel, paid tithes.  While in
the body of the father of the Jews, Levi
and all priests who followed him, also
paid tithes to Melchizedek through
Abraham.  If the current readers were
considering a move to the priesthood
that descended from Levi, then they
were returning to a lesser priesthood
than that of Melchizedek, after whom
Jesus was pronounced to be a priest
with an oath from God.

C. Necessity to change law (7:11-
13):

From the preceding mention of
Melchizedek, the writer now gets to
the point of the illustration.  The ex-
ample of paying tithes through the
representation of another illustrates
the point.  “If perfection [of priest-
hood] were through the Levitical
priesthood,” then why would there be
any need for a change from the Sinai
law to another law?  If the Levitical
priesthood, which was established by
the Sinai law, were perfect, then why
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a need for a change?  Why was there
a need to change from the Levitical
priesthood to the order of the Gentile
priesthood of Melchizedek?

The change was necessary, not
only because Jesus was of another
tribe than the tribe of Levi, but also
because the existence of the priest-
hood of Melchizedek that was with-
out beginning or ending illustrated the
priesthood of Jesus.  Why not con-
tinue with the priests “according to
the order of Aaron”?  The answer to
all the questions in these matters is in
the fact that the Levitical system could
never illustrate the present gospel
priesthood of Jesus, which is eternal.

Jesus is now both king and priest.
No Levitical priests ever functioned
as such.  Therefore, there had to be a
change in the law that designated only
the sons of Levi to be priests.  There
had to be a change in order that Jesus
could be both King and Priest.  Since
only those of the tribe of Levi could
legally be priests under the Sinai law,
then Jesus, who was of the tribe of
Judah, could be a priest legally on His
throne only if there were a change in
the law.

Since the Sinai law has been
changed in order to legalize the priest-
hood of Jesus, then it is evident that
Christians, since the change of the
law, are not under the Sinai law.  If
there are those who seek to invoke the
Sinai law in order to support some le-

gal matter of doctrine, then their ef-
forts are contrary to what is taught in
this context.

At the cross, the present High
Priest wiped “out the handwriting of
ordinances that was against us, which
was contrary to us.  And He took it
out of the way, having nailed it to the
cross” (Cl 2:14).  Therefore, any ef-
fort to bring the Sinai law into force
in the lives of Christians is an effort
to establish again a legal religiosity
that is “contrary to us.”  Such efforts
are an attack against the present gos-
pel priesthood of Jesus who can le-
gally be a priest only if the law has
been changed.

The tithe of the Sinai law is a
good example of the efforts of some
to establish again the legal system of
the Sinai law, for the Sinai law in-
cluded the law of the tithe.  But when
the Sinai law was nailed to the cross,
the tithing law was nailed with it.  To
invoke this law today establishes a
law that is contrary to the freedom that
we have in Christ.

Christians, therefore, are not un-
der the Sinai law of the tithe.  They
are under the law of grace and faith.
And under this law, giving often goes
beyond the ten percent tithe that was
required by the Sinai law.  If Chris-
tians must confine their giving to a
specific amount, then they often give
grudgingly just to give that amount
(See 2 Co 9:5).  But if they give in
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response to grace, their giving is with
generosity.  Christian giving under
grace was illustrated by the disciples
in Macedonia, who, “in a great trial
of affliction, the abundance of their
joy and their deep poverty, abounded
in the riches of their liberality” (2
Co 8:2).

Law works contrary to those who
seek to be released in order to abound
in their thankful response to the grace
of God.  Law hinders giving, whereas
grace inspires cheerful giving.  The
curse of religion in reference to giv-
ing, therefore, is that religionists seek
to establish laws for giving.  On the
other hand, gospel inspired “free-will
giving” abounds, even from those
who are in deep poverty.

D. The better hope (7:14-19):

Since Moses said nothing con-
cerning priests coming out of the tribe
of Judah, then the law that mandated
that priests come only from the tribe
of Levi had to be changed.  There had
to be a change in the law because our
Lord came from the tribe of Judah
(See Gn 49:8-10; Is 1:1; 11:1; Mc
5:2).  And since Jesus came from the
tribe of Judah, and not from the
Levites as mandated by the Sinai law,
then it was reasonable that if He
would come into the world without
beginning and ending, then
Melchizedek only could be an illus-

tration of His priesthood.  No priest
of the Levitical order that was man-
dated by the Sinai law could ever be
symbolic of the priesthood of King
Jesus.  Since the priesthood of Jesus
is without beginning and ending, then
no law in reference to earthly priests
could ever illustrate the unending
priesthood of the Son of God.  There-
fore, King Jesus is “a priest forever
according to the order of
Melchizedek.”

It was not possible that the Sinai
law produce the eternal life that ev-
ery person craves.  The Sinai law, as
any law, is weak because through obe-
dience to law no one can be justified
before God.  The reason for this is
logical.  No one can keep any law
perfectly in order to be justified be-
fore God through perfect law-keep-
ing.  When considering law, therefore,
we must always remember that “there
is none righteous, no, not one” (Rm
3:10).  “All have sinned [against law]
and fall short of the glory of God”
(Rm 3:23).

Law was never given by God as
a means of salvation, but as a road
map to follow in our faith response to
God.  The road map is perfect, but
those who follow it often take wrong
turns.  Consequently, “the wages of
sin [against law] is death” (Rm 6:23).
And for this reason, the law is unprof-
itable in reference to producing life.

Therefore, the Sinai law “made

7 – Steadfast Priesthood



55

Dickson Biblical Research Library, www.africainternational.org
The Gospel According To Hebrews - Roger E. Dickson, ©2019: Africa International Missions, Hutchinson, Kansas U.S.A., Philadelphia, South Africa

nothing perfect” for eternal dwelling.
Nevertheless, the fact that law can
never be the means by which one can
live justified before God, necessitated
the establishment of a law with “a
better hope.”  It is because of this
“better hope” that we are drawn near
unto God.  So it is true as Jesus said
during His ministry, “No one can
come to Me, except the Father who
has sent Me draws him” (Jn 6:44).
And how does the Father draw all men
unto His Son?  Jesus answered, “And
I, if I am lifted up from the earth [in
the crucifixion], will draw all men to
Me” (Jn 12:32).

Jesus has already been lifted up
to the cross.  He has already been
raised up from the dead.  He has al-
ready ascended to the right hand of
the Father.  Therefore, “we have such
a high priest who is seated at the right
hand of the throne of the Majesty in
the heavens” (Hb 8:1).  Therefore, we
preach the gospel priesthood of Jesus
in order to draw all men unto Jesus.
Our message does not stop at the
cross.  It continues into heaven in or-
der to announce to the world the good
news of our High Priest at the right
hand of the Majesty of God.

We must not miss this point.  We
preach the present gospel priesthood
of Jesus in order to draw men to Jesus.
If we preach the sacrifice of the cross
only, then we are falling short of the
total power of the gospel.  The incar-

national offering took place at the
cross.  However, the power of the
gospel is not only in the cross, but in
the ascension and current priesthood
of Jesus who is our only mediator with
God (See 1 Tm 2:5; Hb 8:6).

The sin offering was made at the
cross.  But the function of His offer-
ing continues active through His
present priesthood.  Though the of-
fering was a onetime event, the func-
tioning of His priesthood is active
from the throne of the Majesty in the
heavens.  This is the message that
those on Pentecost heard from the lips
of the apostle Peter.

When the people heard that Jesus
was raised up and seated on the throne
of the Majesty of heaven, and there
made Lord and Christ, it was then that
this gospel message cut them to the
heart (At 2:36).  They were drawn to
Christ Jesus by something that was
present, not just by something that
had happened seven weeks before.
Peter’s message was on the present
function of the ascended Savior,
which function was qualified by the
cross.  And what was functioning at
the time he preached was that Jesus
was King and Priest on David’s throne
in heaven.  This is the better hope
“through which we draw near to
God.”  People are drawn to God
through the offered sacrifice of the
One who is now functioning on our
behalf in reference to our sins.
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E. With a better covenant comes
a better priest (7:20-25):

The priesthood of Jesus was es-
tablished on the foundation of the oath
of the Father.  Unfortunately, the Lev-
itical priests did not come into the
priesthood with such an oath.  As the
descendants of Levi, they were born
into the priesthood.  But when we con-
sider the priesthood of Jesus, we un-
derstand that with an oath the Father
said, “You are a priest forever accord-
ing to the order of Melchizedek.”
Those Jewish Christians who were
considering a move back to the order
of the Levitical priests were leaving a
Priest who was sworn in by God to
be such.  They were wandering back
to those who were priests simply be-
cause they were born of the tribe of
Levi.

Jesus is presently our priest in
heaven, and thus “a guarantee of a
better covenant” because God, who
cannot lie, swore with an oath that
King Jesus would function as a priest
of the covenant that we now have with
God.  So Jesus “has obtained a more
excellent ministry” than the priest of
the Levitical priesthood (Hb 8:6).
Therefore, He is “the mediator of a
better covenant that was established
on better promises” (Hb 8:6).

Ours is a better covenant than the
Sinai covenant that God established
with the nation of Israel.  Our cov-

enant has better promises.  The head-
master of the Sinai law brought those
of faith “to Christ so that we might
be justified by faith” (Gl 3:24).  “But
now that faith has come, we are no
longer under a headmaster” (Gl
3:25).  We are in a covenant relation-
ship with God that is based on our
faith in Jesus Christ.

Those who were considering a
return to the Levitical priests, who
ministered at the temple when this
letter was written, needed to take heed
to these words.  The temple would be
destroyed shortly after the writing of
this letter.  It would be then that they
would certainly discover some sense
in what the writer was here inscrib-
ing concerning a comparison between
the priests who administered at the
temple and the Priest who would con-
tinue to live beyond the destruction
of the temple.  We assume, therefore,
that this point would be understood
when many of those priests who ad-
ministered at the temple would be
killed by the Romans when Jerusalem
fell and the temple destroyed.  The
writer is inscribing these words in or-
der to guard his brethren from return-
ing to the fellowship of those who
would die at the hand of the Romans
in A.D. 70.

But if the readers continued with
Jesus, they would understand that He
is able “to save those to the uttermost
who come to God through Him.”  We
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cannot ignore that there may have
been a literal understanding of this
statement beyond the spiritual.  Those
who returned to the carnal, would reap
the consequences of the destruction
and death that was coming.  We can-
not ignore the fact that the Hebrew
writer was writing out of desperation
to save the lives of his Jewish breth-
ren who were making a move back
into that which God had determined
to consummate in the destruction of
national Israel.  “To-save-to-the-utter-
most” seems to indicate that the writer
had Jesus’ prophecy of Matthew 24
in mind.  More was in the writer’s
mind than spiritual matters.

But in reference to salvational
matters, Peter’s pronouncement to the
Jews in Jerusalem was correct:
“There is salvation in no other [than
Jesus], for there is no other name un-
der heaven given among men by
which we must be saved” (At 4:12).
The only medium through whom any
man can come to God is to come
“through Him.”  And since “He al-
ways lives to make intercession for
them,” then we can always come with
confidence that His blood continues
to function in our lives (1 Jn 1:7).
Jesus said, “I stand at the door and
knock.  If anyone hears My voice and
opens the door, I will come in to him
and will sup with him, and he with
Me” (Rv 3:20).

F. The appropriate high priest
(7:26-28):

The writer now lays out his ap-
peal to those who would even con-
sider a comparison between Christ
Jesus in His present function as high
priest, and those earthly priests who
are connected to the temple.  Jesus is
holy; they are men in the world.  He
is harmless; they are men with hu-
man motives.  He is undefiled; they
are defiled by the world.  He is sepa-
rate from sin; they live among sin-
ners.  He is exalted to the right hand
of God in heavenly places; they are
confined to an earthly ministry that is
connected with an earthly temple.  His
priesthood is continuing; they must
awake every morning, put on their
priestly clothes, and go to work,
knowing that as the priests before
them, they too must die.  But in view
of the consummation of the Levitical
priesthood in A.D. 70, Jesus’ priest-
hood will continue.

Most important of all, Jesus lived
without sin, and thus His atonement
in sacrifice was not for His own sins.
On the other hand, those priests who
ministered at the altar must offer up
sacrifices for their own sins, and then
for the sins of the people (Lv 9:7;
16:6).

The effectiveness of Jesus’ offer-
ing is discovered in one phrase.  He

7 – Steadfast Priesthood



58

Dickson Biblical Research Library, www.africainternational.org
The Gospel According To Hebrews - Roger E. Dickson, ©2019: Africa International Missions, Hutchinson, Kansas U.S.A., Philadelphia, South Africa

offered Himself “once for all” for our
sins.  The results of His offering are
without end.  The drawing power of
the gospel is emphasized beyond re-
ligion in this statement.  Those who
seek to justify themselves through
their own systems of meritorious self-
sanctification overlook this point.
Sanctification through the atoning
sacrifice of Jesus was complete and
for eternity.  It is not possible, there-
fore, for anyone to subsidize Jesus’ of-
fering for sin through their own ef-
forts of self-sanctification.  The sac-
rifice of Jesus was completely suffi-
cient for the sins of all humanity.

And herein is the weakness of the
priesthood of the law.  There was the
necessity under the Sinai law to con-
tinually make offerings for sin in or-
der to sanctify the people.  This was

the weakness of both the priests and
the law.  The offering of animal “sac-
rifices that they offered year by year
continually” could never “make per-
fect those who draw near” to God (Hb
10:1).  The reason for this was that
“it was not possible that the blood of
bulls and goats could take away sins”
(Hb 10:4).

On the other hand, by the oath of
the Father, the Son, “who has been
perfected forever,” offered and con-
tinues to be the sufficient atoning sac-
rifice for the sins of the people.  And
for this reason, Jesus “always lives to
make intercession” for His brethren
(See Rm 8:34).  His is a continuing
intercession because His blood con-
tinues to flow from the sacrifice that
was offered once for all eternity.

8 – The More Excellent Priesthood

The writer now comes to the pin-
nacle of his theme in reference to the
present gospel priesthood of Jesus.
Since the ascended Jesus is now far
above angels, and certainly far above
those priests on earth who ministered
at the temple altar, then the writer re-
inforces his argument with the fact
that neither angels nor earthly priests
can in any way compare with the king-
ship and priesthood of the One who

is seated at the right hand of God.

A. The more excellent priesthood
(8:1-6):

The “main point” is that “we
have such a high priest who is seated
at the right hand of the throne of the
Majesty in the heavens.”  It cannot
get any better than this.  This news in
reference to who Jesus now is, and
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what He now does is good news.  The
heavenly sanctuary of the tabernacle
(tent) in which Jesus now ministers
is true in comparison to anything as-
sociated with the temple and the
priests who minister on earth.  In con-
trast to the temple in which the earthly
priests minister, Jesus ministers in “a
greater and more perfect tabernacle,
not made with hands, that is to say,
not of this creation” (Hb 9:11).  At
His ascension, He did not enter “into
the holy places made with hands,
which are the figures of the true, but
into heaven itself, now to appear in
the presence of God for us” (Hb 9:24).
This is the writer’s reminder of the
good news of the ascension, and the
good news as to where Jesus now con-
tinues His gospel mission (See Ph 2:9-
11).

The words “seated” and “right
hand” are respectively metaphorical
of position and authority. The resur-
rected Jesus is now with the Father,
exercising authority over all things
from the position of authority in heav-
enly places (Mt 28:18).  He is now
reigning as King of kings and Lord of
Lords (1 Tm 6:15).  “God also has
highly exalted Him and given Him the
name [authority] that is above every
name” (Ph 2:9).  His authority is “far
above all principality and power and
might and dominion and every name
that is named” (Ep 1:21).  He will
continue in this position of authority

until the last enemy is destroyed.
When death is destroyed by the res-
urrection of all in the last day, then
the Son will submit Himself to the
Father who submitted all things to
Him (See 1 Co 15:26-28).

The writer emphasizes this posi-
tion and authority of King Jesus in or-
der to establish a comparison between
who Jesus now is and that from which
the possible apostates were turning.
They were thinking earthly, while the
gospel focuses on the present exalta-
tion and authority of King Jesus over
all things.

Every priest on earth is desig-
nated with the responsibility of offer-
ing gifts and sacrifices, both for him-
self and for the people (Hb 5:1).  For
this reason, it was necessary that Jesus
also have something to offer when He
ascended unto the Father.  “Since
there are priests who offer gifts ac-
cording to the law” at the altar of the
temple on earth, Jesus brought the
offering of Himself to the Father in
heaven.

As we look from this side of the
cross, a shadow was cast back to the
copy of the offerings that the Leviti-
cal priests made in anticipation of the
true offering to come in their future.
The true offering was the Son of God.
The “pattern” for that which was to
come in the future of the Israelites was
to be built according to what God had
anticipated according to His own de-
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sign.  Once the substance of the
shadow appeared, then the shadow
vanished away.

There is a stark difference be-
tween what the Jews had constructed
religiously by the time Jesus con-
fronted them concerning their tradi-
tions, and what the substance of the
shadow was (See Mk 7:1-9).  By the
time Jesus arrived, they had actually
constructed a new paradigm of reli-
gion (See Gl 1:13).  Jesus judged
them, “All too well you reject the com-
mandment of God so that you may
keep your own tradition” (Mk 7:9).
They sought to establish their own
pattern of religiosity, and thus, as-
sumed that the Messiah would fit into
their religion.  They had made their
own “copy” of religion, and sought
to continue to live in the shadow.  The
“true” was looking them in the face,
but because they had made their own
“copy” (religion), they rejected and
crucified the substance of the shadow.

The good news is all about that
which cast the shadow.  Jesus, as our
high priest, has “obtained a more ex-
cellent ministry” than the shadow.
That which cast the shadow is “more
excellent” because it is the substance
of the shadow.  The crucified and res-
urrected Son of God, therefore, is
more excellent than the Levitical
priests who ministered according to
the Sinai law.  Jesus is more excel-
lent because He is “the mediator of a

better covenant that was established
on better promises” (See Hb 7:22).
His new covenant is better because it
is based on better promises than those
promises of the Sinai covenant
shadow.

“If He were on earth, He would
not be a priest.”  Premillennialists
miss this point.  Premillennialism is
the belief that Jesus is coming again
in order to reign on this earth for a
period of one thousand years.  The
problem with this theology is that it
attacks the present gospel reign and
priesthood of Jesus.  In reference to
the reign, the theology assumes that
Jesus will give up His present gospel
reign over the galaxies (“all things”)
in order to confine His reign to a
single planet of the entire universe
(the earth).

Consider the preceding supposed
future reign of Jesus on earth in refer-
ence to His present priesthood.  The
writer states that Jesus cannot be a
priest on this earth.  Therefore, if He
comes to reign on this earth for the
supposed one thousand years, then
He will have to give up His priest-
hood, for He cannot be a priest on
this earth.

B. The better covenant (8:7-13):

The better covenant assumes that
there is a better High Priest than the
high priest of the former Sinai cov-
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enant that God had established with
Israel.  The first covenant was lim-
ited to Israel.  But the better covenant
that is now in existence is unlimited.
It is established with all those, both
Jews and Gentiles, who obey the gos-
pel in order to come into a covenant
relationship with God.

However, there was no fault with
the former Sinai covenant itself.  The
fault was with those with whom the
covenant was established.  The writer
explained: “For finding fault with
them” assumed that those with whom
the covenant was established could
find no remission of sins under the
covenant.  This was true, for animal
sacrifices for sins under the old cov-
enant could not take away sins (Hb
10:4).  “The same sacrifices that they
offered year by year continually”
could not “make perfect those who
draw near” (Hb 10:1).  The logical
conclusion would be that any lasting
covenant that God would establish
with man must contain a permanent
remedy for sin.

The covenant that God made
with Israel when they came out of
Egyptian captivity failed because
those with whom it was established
failed to continue in the conditions
they were to keep in order to main-
tain the covenant.  When Israel was
headed into her final captivity of the
Babylonians, Jeremiah wrote the
judgment of God that the Hebrew

writer here quotes (See Jr 31:31-34).
Since Israel had failed to keep the con-
ditions for the Sinai covenant, God
promised the captives that there
would be a new covenant in the fu-
ture under which “their iniquities I
will remember no more.”

The new covenant would be dif-
ferent.  Under the old, every adult had
to teach the children to know the laws
of the covenant as the children grew
up.  At birth, the Jewish babe was born
into a covenant relationship with God.
As the child grew, teaching was nec-
essary in order that the children be
taught to know the conditions (laws)
for keeping the covenant.

Under the new covenant, it is dif-
ferent.  Under the old a baby was born
into the covenant relationship that
God had already established with na-
tional Israel at Mount Sinai.  But un-
der the new, one is first taught the con-
ditions of the covenant before he or
she is born again in order to enter into
a covenant relationship with God. The
establishment of the new covenant is
made when one obeys the gospel of
the incarnate Son of God (Compare 1
Pt 4:17).

Christians are in a covenant re-
lationship with God because they re-
sponded to the gospel of the cross
where Jesus justified them with His
blood.  He still cleanses the sins of all
those who are baptized in order to
wash away their sins (At 22:16).  He
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appeals to everyone who would re-
spond to His gospel call to be brought
into a covenant relationship with Him
(See 2 Th 2:14).

The Jews, on the other hand,
were formerly in a covenant relation-
ship with God nationally because God
established a covenant relationship
with the nation at Mount Sinai.  How-
ever, under the old covenant there was
a remembrance of sins every year
when the people brought their sacri-
fices to the altar.  But under the new
covenant, God promises, “Their sins
and their iniquities I will remember
no more.”  John explained the ben-
efits of the new covenant in reference
to our continued problem of sin,

But if we walk in the light as He is in
the light, we have fellowship with one
another and the blood of Jesus
Christ His Son cleanses us from all
sin (1 Jn 1:7).

Hebrews 8:13 seems to have
been written in the context of the ful-

fillment of Jesus’ prophecy concern-
ing the termination of national Israel
and the temple services that was soon
to come in A.D. 70.  For this reason,
the writer earnestly seeks to remind
his Jewish readers that the first cov-
enant was made obsolete when Jesus
nailed it to the cross (Cl 2:14).  The
second covenant from which they
were turning was validated by the
blood of the offered sacrifice of the
Lamb of God on the cross.  Never-
theless, it seems that God was patient
with the Jewish Christians, and the
Jewish nation as a whole.  The writer
inscribed that “that which is becom-
ing obsolete and growing old is ready
to vanish away.”  At the time of writ-
ing, the scribe who penned this epistle
seems to realize that the sun in the
near future was about to go down on
Israel and the Levitical priesthood.  In
fulfillment of the prophecy of Jesus,
the sun did set on national Israel in
A.D. 70 before the ink dried on this
document.

9 – The Earthly And The Heavenly

Since the Jewish readers were
considering the tabernacle ceremonies
and priesthood of their former reli-
gious heritage as an option to which
to return, the Hebrew scribe takes

them on a journey of comparison be-
tween the Sinai ceremonies and the
greater blessings of the better cov-
enant.  The problem the readers cre-
ated was in prioritizing something

Chapter 9

THE EARTHLY AND THE HEAVENLY



63

Dickson Biblical Research Library, www.africainternational.org
The Gospel According To Hebrews - Roger E. Dickson, ©2019: Africa International Missions, Hutchinson, Kansas U.S.A., Philadelphia, South Africa

physical and earthly to be greater than
that which is spiritual and heavenly.
Because the earthly and ceremonial
had a greater appeal to them, they
considered forsaking the spiritual and
heavenly.

This is a common urge on the
part of those who seek to create con-
crete religious performances after
their own earthly desires.  People are
fascinated with religious structures
and observable ceremonies that are
performed within the structures of or-
thodox religiosity.  Our observation
is that religious people idolize those
physical structures that remind them
of their religion in which they can
meritoriously perform their religious
ceremonies.  If one would question
this obsession, then continue on in this
chapter as the writer sets up a con-
trast between the physical and spiri-
tual.  Keep in mind that the readers
are in the process of sacrificing the
spiritual in order to identify with the
physical.  They are seeking to sacri-
fice the spiritual body of Christ for
the physical religiosity of Judaism.

It is noteworthy to observe that
the writer does not refer directly to the
physical temple in Jerusalem in his
metaphorical comparison between the
physical and spiritual.  We would as-
sume, therefore, that the Holy Spirit
in this “oversight” is saying that the
temple of Jerusalem that Solomon
built and Herod reconstructed was

never in the original plan of God for
Israel.  God intended that the taber-
nacle (tent) continue with Israel
throughout their generations until the
arrival of the spiritual temple, the
church.  The literal temple was only a
concession of God to David, for God
had given all the instructions in the
law concerning the continued recon-
struction of the tabernacle throughout
the centuries until the arrival of the
Messiah.  The Hebrew writer is thus
writing with the intentions of using
the tabernacle, priesthood and cer-
emonies as God’s preparation for the
sending of His Son.  The writer is not
basing his arguments on the intentions
of David who wanted a temple, or the
Jews who took so much pride in their
temple in Jerusalem.

A. The tabernacle (9:1-5):

The earthly tabernacle was the
center around which ceremonial rites
and rituals “of divine service” were
performed according to the Sinai law.
The lampstand and table of the
showbread were in what was called
the sanctuary.  The Holy of Holies and
sanctuary were two areas of the tab-
ernacle that were divided by a veil (Ex
26:31-35; 40:3).  Behind the veil, and
within the Holy of Holies was the
golden censer (Lv 16:12) and ark of
the covenant (Ex 25:10).  Within the
ark was a sample of manna (Ex
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16:33), Aaron’s rod that budded (Nm
17:1-10), and the two tables of stone
on which God wrote the ten com-
mandments (Ex 34:29; 40:20).  The
wings of the cherubim overshadowed
the top of the ark that was called the
mercy seat (Ex 25:20).  The tabernacle
was never a place in which there were
assemblies.  It was built as a center of
reference for the assemblies of the
people when national feasts were con-
ducted for all Israel.

Since the writer was writing of
things over one thousand years in the
past history of Israel, he knew that his
readers identified these things only by
what they read in the books of Exo-
dus and Leviticus.  At the time the
Hebrew writer inscribed these words,
none of the original tabernacle articles
about which he wrote were in exist-
ence.  It may have been his argument
that those who were seeking to sacri-
fice the true and actual that they had
in Christ, were in a futile effort to re-
turn to something that no longer ex-
isted.  The ceremonies continued
around the existing temple because
the tabernacle had long been replaced
by the temple.  The furniture and ar-
ticles that were within the tabernacle
had also long been lost or destroyed.

B. The ceremonies (9:6-10):

It is at this point that the writer
is subliminally identifying the urge

that many have in reference to a reli-
giosity that draws people into the le-
gal performances of rituals.  When the
tabernacle was built and the furniture
placed within it, it was then that the
priests began their legal performances
of the rites and rituals according to
the law.

One of the most important func-
tions of the high priest on the annual
day of atonement was to take the
blood of sacrificed animals into the
Holy of Holies (Ex 30:10).  On this
day of atonement for the people, the
priest offered the blood of the sacri-
ficed animals for himself and the
people (Hb 5:3).  As the writer re-
vealed this physical function of the
priests of the Sinai law, we wonder
why the Jewish Christians would turn
from Jesus who performed this func-
tion on their behalf in order to return
to a law wherein it had to be per-
formed every year by the high priest.
We wonder why the urge was so
strong to forsake the onetime sacri-
fice of Jesus in order to return to the
killing of animals for the sacrifices of
the Sinai law.

The importance of the ceremo-
nial performances of the priest, espe-
cially the high priest, was not in the
ceremonies themselves.  Those who
would copy such physical ceremonies
in religious performances today are
missing the point that the Holy Spirit
wanted to illustrate.  The tabernacle,
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and the surrounding ceremonies, were
symbolic of that which was to come
in the history of Israel.  “The Holy
Spirit is signifying this, that the way
into the holy place [Holy of Holies],
was not yet made manifest while the
first tabernacle was still standing.”
The tabernacle ceremonies were a
prophecy of that which would come
in Christ.

The writer has now clued us in
on why he brought up the subject of
the tabernacle and the “ordinances of
divine service” that surrounded the
services of the tabernacle.  “It was a
symbol for the present time.”  The
Holy Spirit’s main point was that the
gifts and sacrifices that were ceremo-
nially offered under the first covenant
“cannot make him who performed the
service perfect in regard to the con-
science.”  Such things were only
physical in substance and legally per-
formed according to law.  But their
performance could not sanctify the
performers, nor those for whom the
priests performed the ceremonies.  All
these priests and their ceremonies
were to terminate when the spiritual
arrived through Jesus.  Those reli-
gious groups today that focus on reli-
gious ceremonies are going back un-
der law.  They are establishing cer-
emonial laws for themselves that are
similar to the Levitical ceremonial
system.

Legal performances of ceremo-

nies cannot cleanse one of sin.  Nev-
ertheless, all the “foods and drinks
and various washings and carnal or-
dinances” illustrated metaphorically
the spiritual that would eventually
replace both the tabernacle sacrifices
and its surrounding ceremonies.  That
which was earthly and ceremonial set
the stage for the spiritual and heav-
enly that was coming.  And since there
was no sanctification for sin in the cer-
emonies and sacrifices, the people
were naturally driven to something
that had to be greater and spiritual.
Those today who seek to build
temples and institute religious cer-
emonies need to remember this point.

C. Prepared for Christ (9:11-15):

Through the tabernacle and the
services of the high priest, God pre-
pared the minds of the Jews for what
Jesus would do through His incarna-
tional crucifixion, ascension, and
coronation as King and Priest.  He
assumed that their dissatisfaction with
the physical would drive them to the
spiritual.

“Christ appeared” in a manger
in Bethlehem in preparation to be “a
high priest of good things to come”
at the conclusion of His earthly min-
istry.  His incarnation and ministry,
with His coronation, would lead to “a
greater and more perfect tabernacle.”
When Jesus said during His ministry,
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“Upon this rock I will build My
church,” He was speaking of His
spiritual tabernacle that was “not
made with hands” (Mt 16:18; see 1
Tm 3:15).

His house was spiritual, not car-
nal as the physical tabernacle and cer-
emonies.  We would caution our-
selves, therefore, that whenever we
seek to make the church physical
through ceremonies and buildings, we
are reverting back to the inferiority of
the physical tabernacle and ceremo-
nies of the Sinai law.  Therefore, the
lesson is simple.  The more we make
physical the church that Jesus built,
the less spiritual we become, for our
focus is often more on physical things
than spiritual things.

In contrast to the blood of ani-
mals, Jesus took His own blood of-
fering with Him into the Holy of Ho-
lies in heaven (See Ep 1:7).  His was
a “once for all” offering that needed
never to be repeated again as those
offerings on the annual day of atone-
ment at the tabernacle.  Through His
blood offering, He “obtained eternal
redemption” for all those who would
come into contact with His life-giv-
ing blood.  Though His offering oc-
curred two thousand years ago, every-
one today has the privilege and op-
portunity to come into contact with
His blood through their obedience to
the gospel.

Through His offering, He ob-

tained “eternal redemption” for us.
Again we must honor the definition
of quality in reference to the Greek
word ionios (“eternal”).  The second-
ary definition of time without end
must not lead us to ignore the primary
meaning in this text in reference to
redemption.  And the primary mean-
ing is the quality of that which was
produced by His onetime blood offer-
ing.

He accomplished redemption at
the cross at one time for all time.  In
other words, the offering of the blood
does not have to be continually of-
fered.  It was a onetime blood offer-
ing for our redemption, the effects of
which will continue without end.
When He made the offering, He en-
tered into the Holy of Holies of
heaven.  There will never again be a
sacrificial blood offering for our sins.

The ceremonial offering of the
“blood of goats and bulls” at the tab-
ernacle may have set apart the
“fleshly” priests to have obediently
obeyed the law, but the onetime
“blood of Christ” cleanses forever the
conscience in reference to sin (1 Jn
1:7).  The legal works of the priests
of the Sinai law were “dead works”
in reference to justifying them before
God through the legal performance of
making the offerings.  But the “eter-
nal redemption” of the offering of the
blood of the Son of God cleanses all
those who come to Him through faith.

9 – The Earthly And The Heavenly
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By faith, the priests were cleansed by
the blood of Jesus in prospect.  God
now absolves our sins through the of-
fering of Christ because of our obedi-
ence to the gospel (See Rm 6:3-6).

Through His offering, therefore,
the incarnate and ascended Son of
God was qualified to be the “media-
tor of the new covenant” (See 1 Tm
2:5).  We sometimes marginalize this
function of Jesus through His blood.
We often forget “that by means of
death” He gave His blood “for the
redemption of the transgressions
committed under the first covenant.”
This would include the sins of Adam,
Noah, Abraham, David, the faithful
priests, and all others who walked by
faith before the cross.  Even the Gen-
tiles who walked by faith were
cleansed in prospect of the cross (See
Rm 2:12-16).

Those who were righteous
through faith before the cross were
made saints at the cross, for at the
cross there was the total cleansing of
all their sins.  It was Christ Jesus ...

... whom God has set forth to be an
atoning sacrifice by His blood
through faith in order to declare His
righteousness for the remission of
sins in the past because of the for-
bearance of God (Rm 3:25).

D. Blood-ratified covenants (9:16-
22):

Covenants are ratified by sacri-
ficial death.  The Sinai covenant was
ratified by the death of animals (Ex
24:5,6).  As in the case of all cov-
enants of man, once the covenant is
ratified by blood, then the conditions
of the covenant cannot be changed
(See Gl 3:15).  The Jewish Christians
to whom these concepts were directed
were familiar with all the information
herein written in reference to the tab-
ernacle and the ceremonies that sur-
rounded it.  But the writer was bring-
ing his readers to the statement, “This
is the blood of the covenant that God
has commanded you.”

There were Jewish disciples in
the presence of Jesus when He stood
up during the Last Supper and said,
“For this is My blood of the covenant
that is shed for many for the remis-
sion of sins” (Mt 26:28).  At the time
Jesus made this statement, those im-
mediate disciples who were seated in
His presence did not fully understand
the application of what He said be-
cause the statement was made before
the gospel of the crucifixion and res-
urrection.  However, the Jewish Chris-
tians to whom the Hebrew writer in-
scribed these words knew exactly
what Jesus meant when He spoke in
reference to offered blood and Old
Testament covenants.

After His offering, Jesus’ blood
was this “blood of the covenant” that
the apostates were willing to forsake

9 – The Earthly And The Heavenly



68

Dickson Biblical Research Library, www.africainternational.org
The Gospel According To Hebrews - Roger E. Dickson, ©2019: Africa International Missions, Hutchinson, Kansas U.S.A., Philadelphia, South Africa

in order to return to the blood of ani-
mals that were continually offered at
the altar.  They were making the blood
of the offered Son of God “a com-
mon thing” as the blood of bulls and
goats (Hb 10:29).  If they forsook the
blood of the incarnate Son of God,
then it would be impossible to renew
them again unto a state of salvation
(Hb 6:4).  They would be forsaking
the best for the inferior, and thus, the
best would no longer appeal to them.

The premise upon which Jesus
offered His blood (death) was in the
fact that “without shedding of blood
there is no remission” (See Lv 17:11).
The blood that was shed under the
Sinai covenant did not result in the
remission of sins, “for it is not pos-
sible that the blood of bulls and goats
could take away sins” (Hb 10:4).  But
it was possible for the blood of the
Son of God to cleanse the sins of those
who come unto Him through obedi-
ence to the gospel (See At 2:38;
22:16).  There was no gospel news in
the blood of bulls and goats.  Only in
the blood of Jesus is there gospel
cleansing.  Nevertheless, the blood of
Christ flowed back to the cleansing
of those under the Sinai law in order
to cleanse those who walked by faith.

E. The final offering (9:23-28):

The physical tabernacle, and
those who came unto it, were “puri-

fied” (cleansed) by the blood of bulls
and goats only in the sense that they
were obedient to the law that required
them to make the sacrifices.  Their
cleansing was in view of the cleans-
ing blood of Jesus that would come
centuries later.  The faith of the
people was indicated by their obedi-
ence to the law to make the sacrifices.
However, the cleansing power of the
animals could not reach into the sanc-
tuary of heaven until Jesus took His
own blood with Him into the Holy of
Holies in heaven.

In order to cleanse spiritual
things, there was the need that the
heavenly had to come into the flesh
of man in order to be offered as an
acceptable sacrifice for those who
would draw near unto God.  For this
reason, the “heavenly things” de-
manded “better sacrifices than” the
sacrifices of the Sinai covenant.  No
sacrifices that originated from the
earth (animal sacrifices) could ever be
accepted by God in heaven.

The offered Son of God could not
enter into the earthly Holy of Holies
of the tabernacle in order to atone for
the sins of the people.  Since sin was
against the One who was in heaven,
then it was into heaven that the of-
fered Lamb had to go in order to me-
diate with His blood on behalf of
those on earth.  Therefore, He entered
“into heaven itself, now to appear in
the presence of God for us.”  No priest
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on earth could have done this.
His was an “eternal” (ionios) of-

fering in that it was complete and cer-
tain, with the results thereof continu-
ing without end.  Therefore, it was not
“that He should offer Himself often.”
If He would have needed to offer
Himself continually, then it would
have been reasonable to start the of-
fering of Himself when Adam and
Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden.
The fact that the offering was at a
point of time in the history of the
world teaches the conclusion that the
offering was once and for all time for
all those who will live on the earth
until He comes again.

“But now once at the end of the
ages He has appeared to put away sin
by the sacrifice of Himself.”  The ap-
pointed time was the end of national
Israel.  It was the time in history in
which God planned to end Israel by
ending the earthly tabernacle and ani-
mal sacrifices.  “When the fullness of
time came, God sent forth His Son ...
to redeem those who were under law”
(Gl 4:4,5).  Once the Son revealed the
gospel of His eternal redemption, then
those under the Sinai law were deliv-
ered unto God through the blood of
Jesus Christ (See Gl 3:25).

When the Hebrew writer used the
phrase “end of the ages,” we now
understand that all the earthly taber-
nacle priests and ceremonies, with the
Sinai covenant, were to be summed

up and terminated in Christ.  The con-
clusion to the Hebrew writer’s argu-
ments in reference to Israel, with the
Sinai covenant and law, was that all
these things that were associated with
the Sinai law ceremonies, as well as
the covenant with Israel, were to come
to an end in Christ.  God never in-
tended that Israel should continue as
a nation beyond the offered and as-
cended Son of God.  As the covenant
was finalized with the establishment
of the new covenant, and the Sinai law
nailed to the cross, so was the copy
of the true terminated in Christ (See
Gl 3:26-29).  Israel, with all the tab-
ernacle services and priests found
their fulfillment in the Christ who was
offered once and for all time.

It was appointed for Christ to die
once, but there would be no more need
of offerings for the sins of men after
His sacrifice.  This is the gospel of
the crucifixion (1 Co 15:2,3).  Hav-
ing ascended into the heavens, He is
now functioning as our mediator be-
fore God.  This is the gospel of His
coronation as King of kings.  This is
the gospel of His priesthood.

But there is yet a final chapter of
the gospel to occur.  This final chap-
ter will never be written, for it will be
experienced eternally by all those who
have faithfully submitted to the first
official announcement of the gospel
on the day of Pentecost in A.D. 30.

“He will appear a second time,
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not to bear sin, but for salvation.”  He
is coming again in order to collect all
those who have faithfully walked in
the light of His first revelation (1 Th
4:13-18).  He is coming for those who

have been cleansed by His blood that
He offered once and for all eternity
(1 Jn 1:7).  This is a gospel forecast
of better things to come.

10 – The Summation

The writer now comes to the fi-
nality of his arguments against the
theology of those who were consid-
ering a return to the religion of Juda-
ism.  In this final summation, it is not
that the possible apostates were “leav-
ing the church.”  Throughout the book
of Hebrews the focus is not on one
leaving the church, but leaving the
cause for the church.  They were leav-
ing Christ.  They were forsaking the
blood offering of the Son of God in
order to trust in the blood of bulls and
goats.  They were exchanging the in-
carnationally offered blood of the Son
of God for the blood of animals.  Pe-
ter was right when he said of such
people, “It has happened to them ac-
cording to the true proverb, ‘A dog
returns to his own vomit,’ and, ‘a sow
that was washed, to her wallowing in
the mire’” (2 Pt 2:22).

A. Inadequate blood (10:1-4):

The Sinai law was the shadow
of the gospel to come.  It was not the

substance of gospel things, for there
is no comparison between animal
blood and the blood of an incarnate
God.  For this reason, the sacrifices
of animal blood “can never with the
same sacrifices they offered year by
year continually make perfect those
who draw near.”  There was no
cleansing power in any animal sacri-
fice.  If there were, then sacrifices of
animals would “have ceased to be of-
fered.”

The people who came to the altar
of animal sacrifices knew that some-
thing was wrong with their sacrifices.
They reasoned that no sacrifice of an
animal could cleanse sins against God.
Therefore, the worshipers continually
felt the guilt of their sins regardless of
the sacrifices.  They had no satisfac-
tion in the animal sacrifices them-
selves, though they continued to make
the sacrifices because of their faith in
God who commanded them to do so.
Nevertheless, their sacrifices were “a
reminder of sins” for which they
could receive no atonement.

Chapter 10

THE SUMMATION
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Since it is “not possible that the
blood of bulls and goats” could take
away sin, the people concluded that
there had to be a better sacrifice to
come.  Though this better sacrifice
was not completely revealed to those
who lived before the cross, God had
given them enough information
through prophecy that something
greater was coming (Is 53; Ps 22; see
Hb 1:1,2).

B. Adequate incarnational blood
(10:5-10):

“Sacrifice and offering” of that
which was of this world could never
be a sufficient sacrifice for that which
is not of this world.  Therefore, the
Son said to the Father, “A body you
have prepared for Me.”  This is the
gospel of the incarnation.  Since the
Holy Spirit referred to what He had
previously inspired to be written in
Psalm 40:6-8, He added in this text
what He meant in the prophecy.  A
body was to be prepared for the One
who came to do the will of the Fa-
ther, thus making Psalm 40 a proph-
ecy of the incarnation of the Son of
God.  The angel said to shepherds of
a woman who had been carried unto
birth by the Spirit-conceived babe that
had been prepared for His birth into
the world, “I bring you good tidings
[news] of great joy that will be to all
the people.  For to you a Savior is

born this day in the city of David, who
is Christ the Lord” (Lk 2:10,11).  This
babe would be the desired sacrifice
of the Father who sent His only be-
gotten Son to be an offering for the
world.

Since God had “no pleasure” in
the offering of animal blood, He
sought for pleasure in the offering of
His own Son.  Consequently, “He
gave His only begotten Son” (Jn
3:16).  It was written in prophecy that
this was the will of the Father (See Is
53; Ps 22).

Jesus’ sacrificial offering was not
some accident whereupon some sup-
posed earthly kingdom reign of King
Jesus was postponed until He came
again.  From the very beginning of
time, it was intended that the offering
of the incarnate Son should take place
for the sins of the people.  This was
in the meaning of what the Spirit said
through Peter: “He [Jesus Christ] in-
deed was foreordained before the
foundation of the world, but was
manifest in these last times for you”
(1 Pt 1:20).  The sacrificial blood of-
fering of the Son of God was not an
accident.  It was foreordained and pre-
destined by God, regardless of the
Jews’ acceptance of Jesus as their
Messiah (See Jn 1:11).

Though the offerings of the Lev-
itical priesthood were “offered ac-
cording to law,” God still did not de-
sire them.  Though He was the author

10 – The Summation
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of the law, obedience to the law of
offering animal sacrifices still resulted
in no remission of sins.  And because
the Father had no pleasure in the ani-
mal sacrifices of the law, His Son
showed up on earth with a satisfac-
tory sacrifice that would please the
Father.  Remission took place, there-
fore, when the Father had pleasure in
the sufficient sacrifice of His Son.

During His earthly ministry,
Jesus said, “My food is to do the will
of Him who sent Me and to finish His
work” (Jn 4:34).  “For I came down
from heaven, not to do My own will,
but the will of Him who sent Me” (Jn
6:38; see Jn 17:4).  In His coming,
therefore, “He takes away the first
[covenant, and its sacrifices] so that
He may establish the second” cov-
enant, with its “once-for-all” sacrifice.
In contrast to the blood of bulls and
goats that were offered before the
cross, “we have been sanctified
through the offering of the body of
Jesus Christ once for all.”

C. The perfect sacrifice (10:11-14):

Why would one seek to return to
the priest who “stands daily minis-
tering and offering time after time the
same sacrifices that can never take
away sins” (See Nm 28:3)?  This is
what perplexed both the writer and
ourselves.  We must not underestimate
the tremendous admiration that some

have for religious ceremonialism.
Idolized religious buildings are deco-
rated with curtains and drapes.  Pul-
pits are polished.  Performing present-
ers stand in neatly tailored suits and
exhort their audiences with eloquent
smooth and fair speech.  All this mod-
ern-day religious ceremonialism is
performed for a God-Savior who gave
up being in spirit in a heavenly envi-
ronment to become the flesh of car-
nal man.  He was introduced to the
world by a camel-hair clothed prophet
who ate grasshoppers dipped in honey
(Mt 3:4).  The incarnate offering was
propagated to the world through men
who counted all their former religious
ceremonialism and pomp as rubbish
(See Mk 10:28; Ph 3:7-9).  In con-
trast to the incarnational Savior and
first messengers, religion has a tre-
mendous appeal to the carnal aspira-
tions of religious people to seek to be
someone important.

The vanity of self-sanctifying
offerings for sin under the Sinai law
was revealed in the sufficient offer-
ing of “one sacrifice for sins forever.”
And after the offering at the cross, it
was time for the offered One to sit
down at the right hand of God (See
Ps 110:1; Cl 3:1).  All those animal
offerings became meaningless in view
of the eternal offering of the incarnate
Son of God.  All of our self-sanctify-
ing efforts to do likewise are mean-
ingless when offered to subsidize the

10 – The Summation
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incarnate blood of God.
We must now envision the gos-

pel reign of Jesus at the right hand of
God.  We must see Him there “wait-
ing until His enemies are made His
footstool.”  We conclude rightly,
therefore, that He will be reigning
continuously until the last enemy,
which is death, is destroyed (1 Co
15:26).  But the word “until” assumes
an end of His present heavenly reign.
And this is exactly what the Holy
Spirit revealed in another context:

When all things are subjected to Him,
then will the Son also Himself be
subject to Him who put all things
under Him, so that God may be all
and in all (1 Co 15:28).

The gospel reign that now exists
will terminate with the final chapter
of the gospel.  After the final resur-
rection of all from the dead at the time
of His final coming, King Jesus will
be Jesus among His brethren in order
“that God may be all and in all.”  At
that time He will “deliver [from
death] those who through fear of
death were all their lifetime subject
to bondage” (Hb 2:15).  It will be af-
ter He has brought “many sons to
glory” through the resurrection that
He will continue in His incarnate body
in which He was “made like His
brethren” (Hb 2:10).  “It has not yet
been revealed what we will be [when

He comes again].  But we know that
when He appears, we will be like Him,
for we will see Him as He is” (1 Jn
3:2; see 1 Th 4:13-18).

But until that time, He continues
to sanctify us with His offered blood
in order to perfect “forever those who
are being sanctified” (1 Jn 1:7).

D. The perfect remission (10:15-
18).

The Holy Spirit gave His witness
through inspired words.  He con-
firmed with words the testimony of
what God would do through the suf-
ficient sacrifice of His Son.  God said,
“I will put My laws on their hearts,
and on their minds I will write them.”

Unlike the old covenant where
the children had to be taught the law
of God after having been born into a
national covenant relationship with
God, under the new covenant those
who would respond to the gospel
would already know the law of God.
Their knowledge of the gospel was
what motivated them to obey the gos-
pel.  It is still the testimony of the
written word of the Holy Spirit that
we have a witness to the events of the
gospel (See 1 Co 15:1-4).

Once an individual obeyed the
gospel in his baptism for remission
of sins (At 2:38), the Hebrew writer
reassured his readers with the prom-
ise of God that “their sins and iniq-
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uities I will remember no more.”
Since remission is accomplished

when one washes away his sins in the
waters of baptism (At 22:16), then
there is no more the need to continue
offerings in order to sanctify one’s self
of sin.  This is the victory of the gos-
pel over the self-sanctifying efforts of
ceremonial religion.  The religionist
believes that his or her sins are con-
tinually remitted through self-sancti-
fying works of atonement.  But the
one who lives by the gospel that he
has obeyed finds assurance in the re-
mission of sins through the blood of
Jesus that was once and for all time
offered at the cross.  In living the gos-
pel, “there is no longer an offering
for sin,” for Jesus accomplished a suf-
ficient offering for all sin for all time
at the cross.  It is His blood that comes
from His offering that continues to
cleanse us daily of all sin (1 Jn 1:7).

E.  Boldness in the blood (10:19-25):

The conclusion to the sufficiency
of the offered blood of Jesus should
inspire the following:  We can have
“boldness to enter into the holy place
[the Holy of Holies in heaven] by the
blood of Jesus” (See Hb 9:8).  The
Jewish brethren to whom the writer
addressed these words had to realize
that animal blood could never take
one to where the blood of Jesus can.
Animal blood will never take one into

the inner sanctuary of God’s dwell-
ing.

Only through the blood of Jesus
can Christians have a “new and liv-
ing way” into the “Holy of holies” of
God.  Through the sacrifice of the in-
carnate flesh that was offered from the
birth of Jesus to His ascension, Jesus
has shown us the way into the pres-
ence of God.  During His ministry He
proclaimed to the multitudes, “I am
the way, the truth, and the life.  No
one comes to the Father but through
Me” (Jn 14:6).

Since we have a High Priest who
is seated at the right hand of the Maj-
esty in heaven, then we have access
to the one mediator between God and
man (1 Tm 2:5).  “For through Him
[Jesus] we both have access by one
Spirit to the Father” (Ep 2:18).

The readers had already tasted of
the heavenly gift and the good word
of God (Hb 6:4,5).  Such were the
blessings of their obedience to the
gospel that brought them into the fel-
lowship of the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit (Mt 28:19,20).  But there seems
to have been some questions on their
part concerning their access and ac-
ceptance by God in His realm of grace
in which they were spiritually resid-
ing.  And because of this lack of as-
surance in His grace, they seem to be
harboring a longing to return to the
self-sanctifying satisfaction of reli-
gion, particularly the ceremonial sac-
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rifices of Judaism.  But now the writer
seeks to spur them on to faith in the
offering to which they had originally
responded many years before.  He
thus encouraged them to “draw near
with a sincere heart in full assurance
of faith” in the grace of God.

Their “evil conscience” had for-
merly been cleansed through repen-
tance.  They had been “washed with
pure water” in the waters of baptism
(At 22:16).  The writer uses the word
“pure” to emphasize that as the clean
waters for the ceremonial cleansings
in Judaism, their baptismal water
washed away every sin.  There was
total remission in the cleansing blood
of Jesus.  Dirty water would have left
some residue.  But the symbolism of
“pure water” meant that there was ab-
solutely no residue of sin left when
they came out of the waters of bap-
tism for the remission of their sins.
God had washed every sin away in the
“pure waters” of baptism (At 22:16).
They could continue to walk in the
newness of life because they were
completely cleansed when they were
raised into Christ (See Rm 6:3-6).

Our faithfulness is contingent on
the faithfulness of Jesus.  And since
Jesus has been a faithful servant for
our sin and separation from God, then
we must continue faithful as He did
by not turning back from the cross.
His faith took Him to the cross, and
our faith must continue to connect us

to Him at the cross in order that we
end up where He now is.

When one is involved in religion,
he believes that this faithfulness is
contingent on the legal performances
of his religious rites and rituals.  But
when one lives the gospel, his moti-
vation to continue faithful is in his
realization that he must never ques-
tion the faithfulness of Jesus.  There-
fore, the closer we move to King Jesus
in His present function as our High
Priest, the more faithful we become.
The further we move away from the
gospel kingship and priesthood of
Jesus, the further we move into reli-
gion and doubt.  It was in this situa-
tion that many of the readers found
themselves.  The exhortation of the
Hebrew scribe, therefore, is to “hold
fast to the confession of our faith with-
out wavering.”  “For he who doubts
is like a wave of the sea, driven and
tossed by the wind” (Js 1:6).

The writer did not leave us with-
out a fundamental answer as to how
we can hold on to our confession that
Jesus continue to be the Lord of our
lives.  The means to maintain our con-
fession to follow Jesus is that we first
“consider one another.”  Narcissis-
tic disciples have a difficult time re-
maining faithful to Jesus through their
commitment to others.  Narcissistic
religionists seek to create a religion
after their own desires.  They seek to
worship God according to their own
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religious rites and rituals.  They for-
get that God seeks for those worship-
ers who will worship Him in spirit and
truth (Jn 4:24).

Narcissistic worshipers see
themselves as the center of reference
in their faith, and thus, they take their
eyes off others and Jesus in order to
focus on themselves.  This is the re-
sounding problem with religionists.
The narcissistic religionists assumes
that he can self-sanctify himself
through the religious performances
that he has bound on himself, or the
experience of a self-centered worship.
If through the performance of his re-
ligion he can find assurance to ap-
proach God, then he will move past
the gospel of God’s grace in order to
focus on his experiential religiosity.

Contrary to this vain worship by
which we might merit God’ approval,
those who live by faith in the gospel
of Jesus realize that the only means
by which to maintain a relationship
with Jesus is to maintain a relation-
ship with others who are unselfishly
living by faith.  When we consider one
another, we are thus looking to others
in the mutual assurance of one
another’s faith.

Those who seriously consider
others will seek to “stir up love and
good works.”  This is the mutual re-
sponsibility of those who have obe-
dience to the gospel in common with
one another.  This mutual responsi-

bility is not an option in living the gos-
pel.  It is not a unique ministry. It is
not a relational responsibility that can
be assigned to another and paid for
with a paycheck.

Stirring up love and good works
is the function of the Christian com-
munity.  It is the identity of being a
disciple of Christ.  It is by this mutual
spiritual benevolence that Jesus said,
“By this will all men know that you
are My disciples, if you have love for
one another” (Jn 13:35).  Many years
after Jesus made this statement, and
possibly only a few years after the He-
brew writer exhorted his readers, the
apostle John wrote, “By this we know
love, because He laid down His life
for us.  And we ought to lay down
our lives for the brethren” (1 Jn
3:16).

The preceding objective can be
accomplished only if we not forsake
“the assembling of ourselves to-
gether.”  No cellphone or computer
can replace eye to eye contact.  There
is no virtual assembly in Christianity,
and never will be.  The electronic
world may enhance the contact that
Christians have with one another, but
“digital connectivity” can never be a
substitute for true “facebook” contact
with one another in a personal assem-
bly with one another.  It is truly hypo-
critical for one to say that he or she
seeks a great relationship with Jesus
when there is little personal relation-
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ship with one’s brothers and sisters
in Christ.  There is no such thing as a
willful hermit Christian.

When disciples come together to
organize and encourage good works,
the natural habit of some is to stay
away.  This is especially true of those
who do not walk in gratitude of the
gospel.  When there are those who
seek to encourage a meeting at the
temple courtyard in order to preach
the gospel of Jesus as the Christ, there
will always be those who will shun
the assembly for such (See At 5:42).

It is perfectly logical that the ex-
hortation of Hebrews 10:24,25 is
placed in the context of reaffirming
again all that the incarnate Son of God
did for us in reference to our burden
of sin.  Those who have little appre-
ciation for their salvation, will have
little motivation to assemble and re-
joice with others who have responded
with gratitude to the gospel of His
death for our sins and resurrection for
our hope.  If one is not living in grati-
tude of what Jesus did through the in-
carnation, crucifixion and resurrec-
tion, then there is little impetus to as-
semble together with others.  There
is little motivation to assemble with
others in order to be encouraged to
love those who seek to worship God
in thanksgiving of what God did by
loving us through His Son.

All the encouragement the He-
brew writer was offering was in view

of what Jesus said of “that day” in
reference to His presence (“coming”)
in the consummation of national Is-
rael, Jerusalem and the temple in A.D.
70.  It was a day that Jesus did not
know during His earthly ministry (Mt
24:36).  However, the calamity that
was coming upon national Israel was
so great and traumatic for the Jews,
that Jesus prepared His Jewish dis-
ciples with some signs that would in-
dicate the coming time for the con-
summation of national Israel (Mt
24:19,22,29,37).

It would be in those days that the
evil Jewish persecutors of Christians
would be taken away as the wicked
generation during Noah’s time was
taken from the earth and Noah was
spared (See Mt 24:37).  Jesus proph-
esied of the time: “They [the wicked]
did not understand until the flood
came and took them all away.  So also
will be the coming [presence] of the
Son of man” in the consummation of
national Israel (Mt 24:39).  In the
flood, it was the wicked who were
taken, and the righteous who were
left.  However, when Jesus comes in
His final coming, the righteous will
be taken and the wicked will be left
to be consumed in the lake of fire (1
Th 4:13-18; Rv 19:20; 20:10,14,15)

In our present generation of theo-
logically confused prognosticators,
they too do not understand these
things.  It would be the wicked who
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were taken away in the destruction of
national Israel, and the righteous left.
False prophets today also do not un-
derstand that both Jesus and the He-
brew scribe were speaking of a calam-
ity that would happen in the genera-
tion of the first century Christians (See
Mk 9:1).  As these Christians wit-
nessed the signs of the times that Jesus
had given in the prophecy of Matthew
24 (Lk 21), they knew that His proph-
ecy was near unto being fulfilled.  For
this reason, the writer of Hebrews in-
scribed words of warning.  All the
Christians of that generation could
“see the day approaching” for the
consummation of national Israel.

They believed the prophecy of
Jesus in Matthew 24 (Lk 21).  Those
who did not, would be caught up in
the destruction.  The Jewish historian
Josephus, who wrote during those
times, calculated that hundreds of
thousands of Jews were killed in the
final calamity of the destruction of
Jerusalem in A.D. 70.  We wonder if
some of those to whom the Hebrew
writer directed his words, but refused
to be warned, were not also among
the dead because they returned to Ju-
daism.  If they turned back to loyalty
to national Israel and the temple sac-
rifices, then they too would be con-
sumed in the destruction.

F. Stomping on the blood of the
incarnate God (10:26-31):

Since this chapter is the final ar-
gument of the writer in defense of the
gospel priesthood of the offered High
Priest Jesus, then this section of state-
ments is the Holy Spirit’s final warn-
ing to everyone who would consider
any substitutions for the gospel.  The
Holy Spirit’s statements here are stern
and straightforward.  If one has any
understanding of the incarnational of-
fering of God in the flesh of man in
order to give Himself for our eternal
dwelling, then certainly the words of
this context are appropriate.  They are
directed to anyone who would con-
sider turning away from the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

We are speaking of those who
“sin willfully after” they “have re-
ceived the knowledge of the truth” of
the gospel.  This is not the truth of an
outline of doctrine that must be legally
obeyed in order to earn one’s self into
the grace of God.  The statements of
this context are about the “truth of the
gospel,” not the violation of some
“church doctrine” (See Gl 2:5,14; Cl
1:5).  In fact, there is no mention of
the disciples as “the church” through-
out the book of Hebrews.  There is no
mention about “falling from the
church,” or “leaving the church.”  This
exhortation and admonition is about
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
who is now King and Priest.  If a
Christian willfully turns from this
King and Priest, then “there no longer
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remains a sacrifice for sins.”  He has
forsaken the very foundation upon
which the church is based.

What is in store for the ungrate-
ful apostate is “a certain fearful ex-
pectation of judgment and fiery indig-
nation that will devour the adversar-
ies.”  We assume, therefore, that those
who turn away are now “adversaries”
of the truth of the gospel.  Their apos-
tasy brings shame on the name of
Jesus, and thus an embarrassment to
faithful Christians.

Whether reference here is to the
fiery destruction of Jerusalem, or the
fiery destruction at the end of time,
the result is the same (See 2 Pt 3:10).
In the gospel of His final coming, “the
Lord Jesus will be revealed from
heaven with His mighty angels in
flaming fire” (2 Th 1:7).

Those who “set aside Moses’
law” did not escape punishment when
their apostasy was confirmed with
“the testimony of two or three wit-
nesses” (See Dt 17:2-6; 19:15).  But
that was the law of a covenant that
God had established only with the
nation of Israel.  It was ratified with
the blood of animals.  But if one were
to “set aside,” ignore, and walk away
from the new covenant that was es-
tablished through the blood offering
of the incarnate Son of God, then it
would only be logical that more se-
vere punishment was deserving.  The
writer had previously warned, “How

will we escape if we neglect such a
great salvation” (Hb 2:3)?  The fact
is that one will not escape the severe
punishment that is awaiting those who
walk away from the blood of Jesus.

We must keep in mind that the
more one becomes entrenched in his
religion, the further he moves away
from trusting totally in the sanctify-
ing blood of Jesus.  This is true be-
cause religion is a system of self-jus-
tification that is based on an attempt
to sanctify one’s self through merito-
rious works or religious perfor-
mances.  Therefore, this context of
warning should be a wake-up call for
those religionists who suppose that
they can self-sanctify themselves
through religious rites and rituals that
they have bound on themselves in or-
der to atone for their own sins.

When one creates works of righ-
teousness by which he would suppos-
edly justify himself before God, then
he is walking away from the sufficient
blood offering of the incarnate Son of
God.  In the zeal of his now self-sanc-
tifying righteousness, he has trodden
under foot the righteousness of God
that we have through the sanctifica-
tion of the cross.  He “has counted
as a common thing the blood of the
covenant by which he was sanctified,
and has insulted the Spirit of grace.”
This was the result of the apostasy of
those to whom the Hebrew writer was
addressing this stern warning.
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Some were considering a return
to the self-justifying religion of Juda-
ism (See Gl 1:13).  We would cor-
rectly assume, however, that an apos-
tasy to any self-sanctifying religion
would reap the same judgment that is
revealed in this text.

The writer affirms that apostates
deserve the vengeance of God.  And
so, “‘Vengeance is Mine. I will repay,’
says the Lord.”  “The Lord will judge
His people” who have “trodden un-
der foot the Son of God.”  The He-
brew writer could not have given a
more stern warning.  “It is a fearful
thing to fall into the hands of the liv-
ing God.”

If one would dare stomp on the
blood of the Son of God by exchang-
ing gospel for religion, then he has
fallen into the hands of a vengeful
God.  He should thus expect “severe
punishment” when Jesus comes
again.  There will be no mercy for
those who have turned from the gos-
pel of God’s grace in an attempt to
justify themselves by the performance
of their own religiosity.  We must keep
in mind that the more we perform our
religion to justify ourselves, the less
we consider Jesus to have performed
sufficiently on the cross for us.  The
more we try to self-sanctify ourselves,
the less we consider His sanctifica-
tion sufficient for us by the shedding
of His blood.  The more we seek to
justify ourselves through meritorious

works of law, the less we consider His
justification sufficient at the cross.

G. Remember (10:32-39):

Sometimes a doubtful Christian
must remember the sacrifice that he
or she formerly paid in order to be-
come a Christian, and to remain faith-
ful those first few years of his or her
gospel walk.  In this case, the readers
needed to “remember the former
days, after you were enlightened, you
endured a great conflict of suffer-
ings.”  They “were made a spectacle
both by reproaches and tribulations.”
The readers had formerly fellow-
shipped with those who were likewise
persecuted for righteousness sake.
Therefore, they should be asked the
same question that Paul asked the Ga-
latians: “Have you suffered so many
things in vain” (Gl 3:4)?

In the early days of their disciple-
ship, they took “joyfully the seizure”
of their possessions.  Their persecu-
tors confiscated what they owned.  In
such a situation, they “became com-
panions with those who were so
treated.”  They even had compassion
on the writer while he was in prison
for the gospel (See Ph 1:7; 2 Tm 1:16).
They had truly lived the encourage-
ment of Jesus when He said, “Rejoice
and be exceedingly glad, for great is
your reward in heaven, for in the same
way they persecuted the prophets who
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were before you” (Mt 5:12).  And in
like manner, and with the following
words, James encouraged those who
also endured hard times: “Count it all
joy when you fall into various trials”
(Js 1:2).  But some of the Hebrew
readers now seem to have forgotten
the excitement of the beginning of
their discipleship many years before.

If their confidence remains in the
blood of Jesus and the gospel reign
of His kingship and priesthood, then
they should not easily cast away this
assurance that comes through gospel
living.  Most of their fellow Jews did
not obey the gospel.  The intimida-
tion of disobedient nationalistic Jews
should not discourage them.  The de-
struction of Jerusalem will come and
go.  But it will be after the destruc-
tion that “the righteous will shine
forth as the sun in the kingdom of their
Father” (Mt 13:43).

Those who would even consider
turning back to religion, specifically
the religion of Judaism, “have need
of endurance.”  The disciples in
Smyrna were exhorted by Jesus, “Be
faithful unto death and I will give you
the crown of life” (Rv 2:10).  There
will be no crown for those who do not
endure the life of living the gospel.

The statement in the context that
they lacked “endurance” may be a re-
minder of what Jesus said in the con-
text of His prophecy concerning the
consummation of national Israel in

A.D. 70: “In your endurance you will
gain your souls” (Lk 21:19).  This
was true in reference to maintaining
one’s gospel living during the con-
summation of national Israel.  It is also
true in reference to waiting for the
gospel revelation of Jesus from
heaven in His final coming.  We must
keep in mind that we will not receive
the final blessings of the promise un-
less we endure unto the end (See Cl
3:24).

James, Peter, and the Hebrew
writer did not mislead their readers
with false hopes concerning a sup-
posed imminent final return of Jesus.
James, Peter and the Hebrew writer
were writing to the same people.  They
were all writing to Jews, particularly
to Jewish Christians.  In all three let-
ters, the writers referred to the con-
summation of national Israel in ful-
fillment of the prophecy of Jesus in
Matthew 24 and Luke 21.

All three writers were writing in
the middle 60s.  Peter alerted his Jew-
ish readers with the words, “But the
end of all things is at hand” (1 Pt 4:7).
James wrote to the same culture of
people, “The coming of the Lord is
near” (Js 5:8).  And to Jewish read-
ers, the writer inscribed the words,
“For yet a little while, and He who
will come will come and will not
tarry.”  None of these writers by the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit de-
ceived their readers into believing
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that Jesus was coming in His final
coming in their lifetime.  To twist
these statements to refer to the final
coming of Jesus would reveal that the
interpreter does not understand that
Jesus would come in judgment in
time on national Israel.  This coming
would occur in the lifetime of the early
disciples.

The Jewish readers of Hebrews
must not be deceived into believing
that the Sinai covenant and law were
God’s final covenant and law for man-
kind.  They were only the means to
the end, and the end was in Christ.
The Sinai covenant and law were not
the end within themselves, as many
Jews believed, and still believe.  Jesus
Christ was the end of the law, and thus
the change agent from the old law to
the new law (Hb 7:12).

Therefore, those who are justi-
fied before God “will live by faith”
in the grace of God that was revealed
through the gospel of Jesus Christ.
However, if anyone walks away from
Christ, God says, “My soul will have
no pleasure in him.”  The writer thus
encouraged his readers to join with
him and others who “are not of those
who draw back to destruction.”

If they turned back, they can look
forward only to the “severe punish-
ment” of the destruction of Jerusalem.
In reference to the end of time, those
who have not obeyed the gospel “will
be punished with everlasting destruc-
tion away from the presence of the
Lord and away from the glory of His
power” (2 Th 1:9).  One should be
urged, therefore, to join with “those
who believe to the saving of the soul.”

11 – Heroes Of Faith

The introduction to the follow-
ing commendation of faith in this
chapter is Genesis 3:15.  In order to
conclude his arguments for the present
gospel reign and priesthood of Jesus,
the Hebrew writer takes his readers
on a journey of faith that eventually
brought the sacrifice of the incarnate
Son of God to the cross.  After Adam
and Eve had separated themselves
from the Creator through their will-

ful sin, the Creator revealed the final
solution for sin that had been planned
before the creation of the world (1 Pt
1:20).  God had planned that all the
sins of mankind in the history of the
world would find absolution in the in-
carnate blood of the Son of God.
Therefore, after the sin of Adam and
Eve, God said to Satan that He had
set in motion His plan to bring man
back into His fellowship:

Chapter 11

HEROES OF FAITH
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And I will put enmity between you
and the woman, and between your
seed and her Seed.  He will bruise
your head, and you will bruise His
heel (Gn 3:15).

And thus, the “seedline war” began
between good and evil.  Hebrews 11
is about the preservation of the seed-
line of woman until the revelation of
the Seed in the fullness of time who
would crush the head of Satan (Gl
4:4).  This was a mortal conflict be-
tween God and Satan.  Throughout the
conflict, Satan sought to destroy the
Seed of woman who would bruise his
head.

Satan was almost victorious at
one time in history when he had
brought humanity to the brink of ex-
tinction: “God saw that the wicked-
ness of man was great on the earth,
and that every imagination of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually” (Gn 6:5).

At this time in the history of the
human race, there was only one man
and his family who spared the seed-
line of humanity.  Through the faith
of Noah, the seedline of woman sur-
vived the wickedness of humanity,
and thus continued until it was re-
stricted to the posterity of Abraham.
From the Garden of Eden to the cross,
it was faith that won the day.  Faith
carried those who had received the
promise through all the attacks that

Satan could launch against the seed-
line of woman.

The writer of Hebrews placed the
content of this chapter on faith in the
context of those who were losing their
faith in the fulfillment of the seedline
promise.  He sought to shame his
readers by reminding them of the great
struggles that their forefathers of faith
had endured in order to bring the Seed
of woman into their lives through their
obedience to the gospel of the Seed.
He does this by listing several “he-
roes of faith” who lived throughout
the centuries, if not millennia, before
the arrival of the incarnate Seed of
woman in Bethlehem.  If his readers
forsook the blood of the Seed of
woman, they would be forsaking mil-
lennia of faithful servants of God who
had given their lives in order that the
readers might be blessed.

His readers had received all the
blessings that were preached by the
first witnesses of the ministry of the
Son of God.  They had heard His
teachings through the apostles, and
witnessed the confirmation of His
word by the miraculous manifesta-
tions of His first disciples.  Because
of all the testimonies of those who had
personally experienced and heard the
message of the Seed, they responded
to His wondrous atonement at the
cross.

They also had the testimony of
those who witnessed His ascension
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into heaven.  But the heroes of faith
who remained faithful in their efforts
to preserve the seedline of woman
until His entrance into the world did
not have the knowledge of the re-
vealed Seed that the readers enjoyed.
The faithful warriors of the past were
being ignored by those who should
have by this time become teachers of
these things (Hb 5:12).  The heroes
of faith had not received the wondrous
blessings that the readers had re-
ceived, and thus, their faithfulness in
the midst of great struggles shamed
the Hebrew readers.

Some of the readers were turn-
ing away from those faithful patri-
archs of their past who struggled so
much to maintain God’s promise of
the coming Seed who would bruise
the head of Satan.  The writer would
conclude, “God having provided
some better thing for us, so that they
apart from us would not be made
perfect” (Hb 11:40).  All those who
walk by faith in all history depend on
the sacrificial offering of the incarnate
Seed of woman who was nailed to the
cross.  If the readers did not remain
faithful, then their own posterity
would be lost.  Their unfaithfulness
would lead to the loss of thousands
of souls throughout the world.  If the
cross of Jesus was not the consum-
mation of the faith of those who went
before, then none of us are made per-
fect by the blood of Jesus.

The faithfulness of the  patriarchs
was a testimony that God had revealed
that a Blessing was coming in their
future (Hb 1:1,2).  The faith of the
faithful was established on the word
of the patriarchs, whereas the imme-
diate readers of this document lived
after the fulfillment of what had been
prophesied.  The immediate readers,
therefore, should be ashamed for even
doubting the gospel of the incarnate
Seed of God.  Their apostasy was in-
excusable.  This was the message the
Hebrew writer wanted to reveal in
order to shock his readers into reality.
They needed to be reminded that the
seedline war that began in a long for-
gotten garden, was now consummated
in the Christ from whom they were
willing to walk away for the spilled
blood of animal sacrifices.

A. The evidence of faith (11:1-3):

If there is no evidence, then faith
is superstition.  God does not call on
us to have a blind faith.  He has al-
ways provided evidence lest His
people be carried away by the super-
stitions of religion.  Therefore, faith
can be “the substance of things hoped
for” only if there is evidence upon
which faith is established.  In refer-
ence to the message of the gospel that
was preached to all the world by the
early messengers of the gospel, God
bore “witness with them, both with
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signs and wonders and with various
powers and gifts of the Holy Spirit”
(Hb 2:4).  The evidence of the super-
natural behind the message brought
alive the hope that was in the mes-
sage.  “We hope for what we do not
see” in the future because of the em-
pirically substantiated message of the
gospel in the past (See Rm 8:24).  We
have in our hands the written testi-
mony of those whose faith was built
on evidence.

Our faith not only encourages us
to be hopeful of things in the future,
it also turns our minds back to the very
beginning when all things were cre-
ated.  Because the faith of the fathers
was validated with supernatural evi-
dences from God, then we can with
assurance believe “that the things that
are seen were not made of things that
are visible.”

In the creation, God brought into
existence those things we perceive in
the material world from that which
does not appear to the empirical
senses of men (See Ps 33:6).  Our faith
is “evidence of things not seen” be-
cause God revealed to the empirical
senses of the forefathers that which
could be perceived.  Because God
worked miraculously in the lives of
the early messengers of Jesus (Mk
16:20), we can trust them when they
speak of things that were beyond their
own experience.  The written word of
God, therefore, is our research library

for evidences upon which we can base
our faith (See Jn 20:30,31).

B. The heroes of faith (11:4-12):

The writer now reviews the faith
of men and women who lived centu-
ries before who did not have all the
confirming evidences that the imme-
diate readers had through the miracu-
lous confirmation of the gospel (Hb
2:4).  Since the readers were not new
in the faith, and the letter of Hebrews
was written at least thirty-five years
after the cross, we would assume that
there were no eyewitnesses of Jesus
and His resurrection in their midst.
They witnessed only the miracles of
the early messengers who had come
to them (See Mk 16:20).  Since we
have the record of the miraculous con-
firmation of those early messengers,
then we too would be without excuse
if we turned back from that which
God confirmed through them.

In his record of the gospel min-
istry of Jesus, John recorded only
seven of Jesus’ miraculous wonders.
However, the Holy Spirit expected
that these seven miraculous witnesses
of Jesus and His message should be
sufficient to produce faith that would
result in eternal life (See Jn 20:30,31).

In order that the faith of the pa-
triarchs bear witness to scenes in the
background concerning the seedline
war between God and Satan, the
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writer now focuses on the frontline
combatants of this war.  These were
those faithful men and women who
stood against the greatest opposition
that Satan had to offer in order to de-
stroy the seedline of woman, from
which seedline would come the Seed
into the world who would crush Sa-
tan.  Because of their faith in the God
who promised the bruising of the head
of Satan, they were victorious over all
obstacles that were put in the way of
their walk of faith.

1.  Abel believed and obeyed:
Abel’s blood offering began the ani-
mal sacrifices that would millennia
later be consummated in the blood
sacrifice of the incarnate Son of God
who would end forever all blood sac-
rifices.  Abel was obedient in his faith
because he “offered to God a more
excellent sacrifice than Cain.”  His
sacrifice was more excellent in that
he offered that which was right ac-
cording to the commandment of God.
In offering a blood sacrifice, therefore,
“he was more righteous” than Cain
(Gn 4:3-5).

The foreordained blood sacrifice
of the only begotten Son of God was
from the very beginning embedded in
the animal sacrifices that God com-
manded man to offer.  Abel died mil-
lennia ago, but His obedient faith to
honor commanded sacrifices still
speaks today that faith without obe-

dience to God’s instructions is dead
(See Js 2:14-26).

2.  Enoch believed and obeyed:
Prior to the flood of Noah’s day,
Enoch “was taken up so that he would
not see death.”  He was taken directly
by God because “he pleased God”
through his obedience (See Gn 5:21-
24).  “Enoch walked with God.  And
he was not, for God took him” (Gn
5:24).  God simply took him out of a
wicked world for which there was no
hope of repentance.

Interlude
The writer places in the middle of his
list of heroes of faith the interlude of
verse 6 in order to express an abso-
lute: “Without faith it is impossible
to please” God.  Acceptable faith is
based on two prerequisites: (1) Those
who come “to God must believe that
He is.”  (2) Those who come to God
must believe that “He is a rewarder
of those who diligently seek Him.”
Based upon these two necessities for
acceptable faith, we believe that God
is true to His word.

One’s faith in the existence of
God is dead, therefore, if there is no
seeking after God.  With this abso-
lute, the writer establishes the foun-
dation upon which one must continue
to live by faith, regardless of the tri-
als that continually face us in life.  Un-
less one responds to the God who so
loved the world through the offering
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of His Son, in the eyes of God, he or
she is really not a believer unless he
or she continues to live the gospel in
the midst of great trials.

The entire context of Hebrews 11
is built on giving examples of those
who persevered.  Faith in God must
be expressed in faithful obedience.  It
was the perseverance of all those who
are listed in this chapter that eventu-
ally led to the fulfillment of the seed-
line promise in the birth of the Seed
of woman who was God’s ultimate
sacrifice for our sins.

3.  Noah believed and obeyed:
Since the earth before the flood of
Noah’s day was watered by a mist that
came up from the ground (Gn 2:6),
Noah still believed God’s word of a
coming flood that would somehow
overthrow the world (See 1 Pt 3:20; 2
Pt 2:5; 3:5,6).  Though he did not fully
understand what was coming, he be-
lieved.  The flood would be a flood
that was produced by rain that he had
never before experienced (See Gn
6:13-22).  Nevertheless, he believed
in “things not yet seen.”  He believed
and obeyed in that which was beyond
his empirical understanding and ex-
periences.  By his actions of obedi-
ence in preparing the ark, he preached
a message of condemnation to those
who claimed to believe in God, but
did not repent (1 Pt 3:20).

Through his obedient faith, Noah

preserved the posterity of humanity
for the coming “righteousness of
God.”  Noah thus “became heir of the
righteousness that is according to
faith.”  He saved the seedline through
his faith in order that the righteous-
ness of God might be revealed to us.
After the revelation of the righteous-
ness of God through the Son of God,
Paul wrote,

But now the righteousness of God
without the law is manifested, be-
ing witnessed by the law and the
Prophets, even the righteousness of
God that is by the faith of Jesus
Christ to all those who believe (Rm
3:21,22).

“For He [the Father] has made Him
[the Son] who knew no sin to be sin
on behalf of us, so that we might be
made the righteousness of God in
Him” (2 Co 5:21).

4.  Abraham believed and
obeyed:  God had greater things in
mind in His use of Abraham than
Abraham and the nation that would
come from his seed.  God was focused
on the Seed, not simply the seed of
Abraham.  This is profoundly re-
vealed in one statement that Paul
made to some Jewish Christians who
believed that the seed of Abraham was
the finality of God’s promises.  Paul
wrote, “Now to Abraham and his seed
were the promises made.  He does not
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say, ‘And to seeds,’ as of many, but as
of one, ‘And to your seed,’ who is
Christ” (Gl 3:16).

The promise that would come
through the seed of Abraham was be-
yond the seed of Abraham.  The Christ
would come through the seed of Abra-
ham, but it was Abraham’s faith that
preserved his seedline in order that the
finality of the promises would be ful-
filled in the Blessing that came from
his seedline, that is, Christ.

When Abraham was called to
leave his home in Ur of the Chaldeas
(Gn 11:31), he obediently moved out
on the command of God (Gn 12:1-4).
His faith moved him into regions
where he and Sarah had never been.
It was by the motivation of his obedi-
ent faith that the couple journeyed to
live as expatriates in what would later
become the land of promise.  It was a
promised possession of land for his
descendants.  It would be in this land
that God would preserve his seed un-
til the coming of the Seed.  Once the
Seed came, then the land promise was
fulfilled.  The descendants of the Seed
would need no land to preserve their
heritage, for the descendants of the
Seed would go into all the world (Mk
16:15; see Mt 13:36-38).

In Ur, Abraham and Sarah lived
in sun-baked brick houses with run-
ning water.  Nevertheless, the couple
journeyed as tent dwellers when they
left the comforts of their city living

(Gn 12:8; 13:3,18; 18:1,9).  Abraham
made the journey, not because he was
focused on a promised land of this
world, but because God had revealed
to him “a city that has foundations,
whose builder and maker is God.”

4.  Sarah believed and obeyed:
In her old age of about one hundred
years, Sarah’s womb was able, against
nature, to produce a seed by which she
eventually “bore a child when she
was past age” (Gn 17:19; 18:11-14;
21:1,2).  Her faith was based on the
fact that she believed that when God
had promised something, he was able
also to fulfill His promises (Hb
10:23).  Therefore, because both
Abraham and Sarah believed the
promises of God, from the couple
came the great Hebrew nation, whose
descendants filled the earth (See Gn
15:5; 22:17; 32:12).

We must not leave the Hebrew
writer’s review of Abraham and Sa-
rah without going into some detail of
what they left in order to preserve for
us the gospel of the Seed.  What they
left in their lives in Ur epitomizes the
greatness of their faith in what God
promised (See At 7:1-4).  They both
possibly grew up in Ur of the
Chaldeas.  Therefore, both left their
homeland in obedience as the first
missionaries of the gospel Blessing to
go into a foreign country.  They left
their local home of bricks in order to
be wandering expatriates the rest of
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their lives as tent-dwellers in foreign
countries.  They left all their friends,
relatives and cultural familiarity and
roamed by faith.

Abraham took with him his fa-
ther, Terah, and moved to Haran.  But
when his father died in Haran, he and
Sarah moved on to the land of the
wicked Canaanites.  He and Sarah
were beaming lights for God in a land
of spiritual darkness.  They lived by
faith throughout this nomadic life,
never to return to the friends and rela-
tives of their homeland again.  They
lived the life that would accomplish
God’s gospel mission to the world, for
God promised, “And in you will all
families of the earth be blessed” (Gn
12:3).

Therefore, we are studying
through this book of Hebrews because
a man and woman of faith left their
homeland and families in order to live
in tents as missionaries in a foreign
land until the day they died.  And on
top of this, these two heroes of faith
“died in faith, not having received the
promises.”  They never realized the
Blessing of the seedline that was
brought into existence when Sarah
gave birth to Isaac.  She not only gave
birth to Isaac, she also gave birth to a
seedline from which would eventu-
ally come the Seed who would bless
all nations of the world.  We need to
give pause to these things for a mo-
ment.

Interlude
(11:13-16)

The few statements of this inter-
lude are focused on the nature of ac-
ceptable faith that is pleasing to God.
The writer exemplifies the true nature
of faith.  The previous examples of
faithfuls “never received the prom-
ises” (Hb 11:39).  They never real-
ized that for which they hoped.  They
had only “seen them afar off.”  But
because of their faith, they “were as-
sured of them and embraced them”
(See Jn 8:58).  They embraced the
promises of God in order to preserve
a faith that would eventually end in
the birth of the incarnate Son of God.

This is what genuine faith will
produce in the hearts of those who
truly believe in God’s promise that
those who remain faithful will receive
the final rest of heaven.  But in order
to maintain this genuine faith, they
“confessed that they were foreigners
and pilgrims on the earth” (Ps 39:12).
The heroes of faith realized that this
world was not their final place of
dwelling.  God had revealed to them
that this life was not all that He had
in store for those who live by faith in
His promises.

Attacks against our faith, there-
fore, are not because God has not
clearly defined the promises.  The
problem is our attitude of finding se-
curity in the comforts of this world.
Our prosperity often works against
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our faith in things that are beyond this
world.  Abraham and Sarah were able
to leave their homeland, friends and
relatives because they knew that there
was a land beyond that God had prom-
ised to his descendants.  When one
releases oneself from the entrapment
of the possessions of this world, he
or she is driven to trust in God.  The
lives of Abraham and Sarah, therefore,
were a clear declaration that their true
homeland was the final rest of heaven.
And so it should be ours.  It is as the
song verse reads:

This world is not my home,
I’m just a passing through.
My treasures are laid up,

somewhere beyond the blue.
The angels beckon me,

from heaven’s open door.
And I can’t feel at home,

in this world anymore

The strength of the faith of the
two missionaries was seated in their
obsession with the “homeland” of
heaven.  “If they had been thinking
of that country from which they came
out, they would have” been tempted
to return.  But they were not as Lot’s
wife who attempted to return to the
possessions of her home city (See Gn
19:26).  When Abraham and Sarah left
Ur of the Chaldeas, it was “good bye”
forever to all they owned except a tent.
There was no turning back.

So the present tense in the narra-
tive is revealing.  “But now they de-
sire a better country.”  Being in spirit
in the arms of God at this time, God
is still their God, for God is not the
God of the dead, but of the living (Mk
12:27).  In the care of God, both Abra-
ham and Sarah are waiting for the
same “homeland” for which they
waited while on earth.  We too “de-
sire a better country” than any coun-
try of this world.  Because our desire
is for the “heavenly,” “God is not
ashamed to be called” our God.  Be-
cause He is proud of us, “He has pre-
pared a city” for us in eternal heaven
(Rv 21:2).  The fact that we long for
this “prepared city” identifies us as
those about whom God is not
ashamed.

B. The result of faith (11:17-31):

In the text, the writer now turns
from the definition of obedient faith,
to the results of obedient faith.  He
focuses on the spiritual blessings of
those who acted on their faith.  Be-
hind the scenes of the heroes’ walk of
faith is their conquest over Satan in
order to bring humanity to the foot of
the cross.

In the first “test” case, Abraham
“was tested.”  We must not consider
this a test as to whether he had an
obedient faith.  He had already re-
vealed such in his walk by faith out
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of the city limits of Ur.  There was
something greater to be revealed in
this “test” than the faith of Abraham.

There was prophecy of the gos-
pel in what God requested of Abra-
ham.  And because of his faith, Abra-
ham set out to offer up a living sacri-
fice of his only begotten son (Gn 22;
see Js 2:21).  In view of God’s prom-
ise that “in Isaac your seed will be
called,” Abraham proceeded to offer
up his son in obedience to the com-
mand of God.

This son was the seed through
whom God had promised to build a
nation, and subsequently bring into
the world the Blessing that would
bless all humanity.  Nevertheless,
without questioning God, Abraham
proceeded to obey the command to
offer His son because God had already
revealed to the patriarchs the concept
of the resurrection, though they had
not experienced such.  Because of
God’s revelation concerning the res-
urrection from the dead, Abraham
“concluded that God was able to
raise” Isaac from the dead after he
had offered him.

But the angel stayed the hand of
Abraham from piercing with a sacri-
ficial knife his only begotten son.  In
all the willingness to obey the offer-
ing of his son, the seedline posterity
of Abraham needed to remember this
graphic ordeal.  They needed to tell
this story to their children because

there would come a time in the his-
tory of Israel when the sacrificial nails
would not be stayed from the hands
and feet of another “only begotten
Son” (Jn 3:16).

From this incident, we assume
that God wanted implanted in the
memory of every Israelite the fact that
their nation was created and preserved
to exist for centuries because an only
begotten son was spared death.  But
in the future, a holy nation would be
born from humanity when an only be-
gotten Son would not be spared (See
1 Pt 2:5,9).

Because the spared son, Isaac,
realized the heritage that would be
carried on through the legacy of his
sons, he in turn “blessed Jacob and
Esau concerning things to come” (Gn
27:26-40).  The blessing of his son,
Jacob, resulted in the continued build-
ing of the promise of a great nation
that would come forth from the de-
scendants of Abraham.  It would of ne-
cessity be a great nation because God
did not want the seedline nation to be-
come wicked as in the days before the
flood of Noah’s day (See Gn 6:5).

To continue the faithful poster-
ity of the seedline of Abraham, Jacob,
“blessed both the sons of Joseph.”
He did so in order to continue the heri-
tage of the seed of Abraham.  Through
the faith of Joseph, God was able to
preserve the heritage of Abraham
through the captivity of the Egyptians.
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He also prophesied “of the departing
of the children of Israel” from Egyp-
tian captivity, which they did after
dwelling in Egypt for over four hun-
dred years (At 7:6).

The result of Moses’ faith was
that God was able to use his leader-
ship to deliver the people of God from
the bondage of Egypt.  God foreknew
the faith of Moses, and thus through
the bravery of Moses’ parents, he was
preserved as a babe for his God-or-
dained destiny to deliver the seedline
heritage of Abraham from Egyptian
captivity (See Ex 1:16,22; 2:1-3).

When he was grown, Moses
knew who he was (Ex 2:11-15).  He
knew his destiny.  When one realizes
the destiny that God has gifted him to
do, then he is able against all odds to
carry on in his life to accomplish great
things for God.  When Moses realized
who he was, “he forsook Egypt, not
fearing the wrath of the king” (See
Ex 10:28,29).  Not only that, but “he
endured,” believing in God who is
spirit and cannot be created after the
imagination of men (Jn 4:24).

Out of reverence (fear), he ob-
served the commanded Passover
when God passed over Israel’s first-
born in order to take the firstborn of
all the Egyptians (Ex 12:21).  Again,
God established a reminder for His
people that in their future a firstborn
would be offered for the survival of a
spiritual Israel that would be delivered

out of the bondage of sin.
And then it was the result of obe-

dient faith that Israel “passed through
the Red Sea as on dry land” in order
to be delivered unto freedom (Ex
14:22-29).  It was the result of the faith
of Rahab that “she received the mes-
sengers [spies] and sent them out an-
other way” (Js 2:25).  Her faith led to
her salvation from death with all her
family.  Her faith also aided in the con-
quest of the seedline of Abraham over
the wicked Canaanites.  Because of
her faith, she too would be a heredi-
tary link in the seedline that would
eventually lead to the birth of the Seed
(See Mt 1:5).

C. Faith in unfulfilled promises
(11:32-40):

The list of those who were de-
livered because of their faith could go
on.  The writer now turned to those,
who through faith, fought to preserve
the seedline nation of Israel until the
fulfillment of the seedline promise.
There was Gideon, Barak, Samson,
Jephthah, David, Samuel and the end-
less number of prophets whose names
could be added to the list.  These all
“conquered,” “worked,” “obtained,”
“stopped,” “quenched” and “escaped”
in order to perpetuate the seedline na-
tion of Israel that would eventually
bring forth the birth of the Savior of
the world.
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All the preceding verbs are the
epitome of those who chose to con-
tinue in their faith, regardless of never
having received the Blessing that we
enjoy today.  They were not privileged
to see the salvation that was provided
by the only begotten Son who was not
spared the cross.  This list of Old Tes-
tament faithfuls, therefore, should
shame those readers to whom the
Hebrew writer addressed this book.
It should shame us for doubting the
promise that God yet has in store for
the faithful.

In writing these words, the writer
was certainly observing the Spirit’s in-
structions: “And on some who are
doubting, have compassion” (Jd 22).
The writer’s compassion was revealed
in the fact that he wrote the letter be-
fore it was too late for some.  He wrote
before the doubters went back into de-
struction (Hb 10:38,39).

After his Spirit-guided hand had
written many examples of enduring
faith, the writer could ask his readers
the same question that Jesus asked His
disciples who had just experienced
His walking on water: “O you of little
faith, why did you doubt?” (Mt
14:31).  If the disciples could over-
come their doubt, then Jesus prom-
ised that they could accomplish great
things:

Truly I say to you, if you have faith
and do not doubt, you will not only

do what was done to the fig tree, but
also if you will say to this mountain,
“Be removed and cast into the Sea,”
it will be done (Mt 21:21).

Therefore, after the gospel of His
resurrection, Jesus appeared to His
disciples and said, “Why are you
troubled?  And why do doubts arise
in your hearts?” (Lk 24:38).  There
are those times in our lives when we
doubt.  But these are times in which
we must read the words of Hebrews
11 and witness the result of an endur-
ing faith.  And when we do, it is then
that we can pray without doubting (1
Tm 2:8).  We can pray “in faith with-
out doubting” (Js 1:6).  The final re-
sult of living the gospel without doubt
is that we “might obtain a better res-
urrection.”

Though we may endure
“mockings,” “scourgings,” “bonds,”
“thrown stones,” “sawn asunder,”
“slain by the sword,” and wandering
about in “sheepskins,” “goatskins,”
being “destitute,” “afflicted,” and
“tormented,” we will enjoy the final
resurrection that is to come.  If the pre-
ceding frightens the reader, then he
or she should be challenged with the
following words of Jesus: “Whoever
does not bear his own cross and come
after Me, cannot be My disciple” (Lk
14:27).

Discipleship is not about living
a life of comfort.  It is about living
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the incarnational life of the God who
was in spirit ...

... in the form of God ... made Him-
self of no reputation, taking the form
of a bondservant and being made in
the likeness of men ... humbled Him-
self and became obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross (Ph
2:6-8).

Before having these words inscribed
for posterity, the Holy Spirit chal-
lenged the readers thereof, “Let this
mind be in you that was also in Christ
Jesus” (Ph 2:5).

Before one would even consider
becoming a disciple of King Jesus
who is now our High Priest, he or she
should count the cost by comparing
his or her life with those about whom
the Hebrew writer described in this
chapter.  And when counting the cost,
we must keep in mind that the Old
Testament heroes of faith had little in-
formation on the incarnation of the
Word who “was in the beginning with
God ... and was made flesh and dwelt
among us” (Jn 1:2,14).  They lived
the incarnational life without the ex-
ample of the incarnate Son of God
who would eventually dwell among
men during His earthly ministry.

Nevertheless, as Abraham and
Sarah in their abbreviated understand-
ing of what God had revealed to them,
they, as the other heroes of faith,

“wandered in deserts and mountains
and dens and caves of the earth.”
They wandered by faith, knowing that
God had “provided some better thing
for us.”

This is humbling to understand.
It is humiliating when we harbor any
doubt.  All the suffering and hardships
that the patriarchs endured was for us.
Those patriarchs of faith knew that
God had made a promise of better
things to come for us.  However, they
would all die “in faith, not having
received the promises” that were
made for us.  But because of their
faithfulness, we have received the
promised blessing of the Seed who
came through the seedline of
woman that was preserved by them
for us.

We are often too shallow-minded
in reference to these things, and thus,
we cannot connect the dots.  So was
the problem of the Hebrew readers
(Hb 5:12).  But this is what the He-
brew writer has just done for us in He-
brews 11.  He has given us evidence
of things that are beyond our experi-
ence.  Each dot was a person who suf-
fered in order that we might enjoy the
redemption that was promised.
Through the seed of woman, the Seed
eventually came forth from the seed-
line of Abraham.  All the dots were
connected in order that we might un-
derstand that God did “not say, “And
to seeds,” as of many, but as of one,
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“and to your seed,” who is Christ (Gl
3:16).

The faithfulness of those heroes
whom the Spirit listed in this chapter
endured unbearable suffering in order
to preserve the Seed for us.  Their
faith resulted in our enjoyment of
knowing the Christ, the Son of God,
who was incarnate in the flesh, for us.
They walked by faith in the future of
better things to come for us.  We walk

by faith in things that came, and thus
have a future of greater things to
come.  The question is, Who will ben-
efit from our walk of faith?

The readers who were on the
verge of apostasy needed to be
ashamed.  We too should be ashamed
if we even consider turning back from
the blood of the Seed of woman for
whom they suffered so much in order
to usher into the world.

12 – Enduring The Race

These are the writers’ final ex-
hortations to his readers that they not
fail in the Christian race.  He has cor-
rected them concerning their compari-
son of Jesus with angels.  He has cor-
rected them to reaffirm that Jesus was
greater than Moses as the leader of
God’s people.  He even embarrassed
them for comparing the blood of the
incarnate Son of God with the blood
of bulls and goats.  He refocused their
attention on the fact that this Jesus
about whom they seemingly failed to
understand fully was now King Jesus
and High Priest in heaven.  It was now
time for them to bear down and run
the Christian race of faith.

A. Look unto Jesus (12:1,2):

All those faithful heroes who re-

mained faithful in order that the seed-
line of woman be preserved until the
Holy Spirit impregnated a woman of
Nazareth with the Seed of God, had
now passed on and were waiting for
that city that God had prepared for
them.  The readers, therefore, were
“surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses.”  These witnesses were
now watching to see how the living
saints would run the race.

The number of witnesses who
were looking in on the apparent apos-
tasy of some of the readers, was surely
embarrassing to them.  When we re-
alize that so many faithful people
throughout history endured great suf-
fering in order that we might have the
opportunity to obey the gospel, then
it is time that we “lay aside every
weight and the sin that so easily en-

Chapter 12
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tangles us.”  It is time that we “run
with endurance the race that is set
before us.”  We must emulate in our
lives the endurance of those who re-
mained faithful under great trials in
order that we could have the oppor-
tunity to obey the gospel.

There is only one way that we
can remain faithful.  We must be
“looking unto Jesus.”  We must be-
lieve that we “can do all things
through Him who strengthens” us (Ph
4:13).  Therefore, we must “know
Him and the power of His resurrec-
tion and the fellowship of His suffer-
ings, being like Him in His death” (Ph
3:10).

“Being like Him in His death”
means that we must have His mind
(Ph 2:5).  He is the reason why we
have this hope of a resurrection.
Therefore, if we remain faithful, He
will be the “finisher of our faith.”  He
will bring to completion our faith with
the reward of eternal glory.

It is our hope to “attain to the
resurrection from the dead” (Ph 3:11).
This is the joy we have in our future.
“For the joy that was set before Him,”
Jesus “endured the cross” (See Ps
69:7; Ph 2:8).  It is the joy of the res-
urrection that is set before us that will
encourage us to endure our cross.
With joy, we can “run with endurance
the race that is set before us.”  Paul
would encourage us with the words,
“Run that you may obtain the prize”

(1 Co 9:24), “rejoicing in hope, per-
severing in tribulation” (Rm 12:12).
And James would add, “Count it all
joy when you fall into various trials”
(Js 1:2).

Once the incarnational Son of
God had accomplished His destiny of
introducing salvation into the world
through His sacrificial blood offering,
He “sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God” (See Ps 110:1; Ph 2:9-
11).  He is now King of kings and our
High Priest who is the mediator be-
tween God and ourselves (1 Tm 2:5;
6:15).  He now enjoys His gospel
kingship and priesthood because He
endured all things for our sakes.
Though we no longer know Him ac-
cording to the flesh, we now know
Him as our King and High Priest (See
2 Co 5:16).

B. Consider His suffering (12:3-6):

In order not “to grow weary and
faint,” we must consider “Him who
endured such hostility by sinners
against Himself.”  Though forsaken
by all, Jesus went to the cross alone.
At His arrest “all the disciples for-
sook Him and fled” (Mt 26:56).

At least the Hebrew readers had
not yet suffered to the point of death.
Paul would say to them, “No tempta-
tion has overtaken you but such as is
common to man” (1 Co 10:13).  God
had made “a way so that you may be
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able to endure” (1 Co 10:13).  But
they had forgotten the exhortation that
God had given to them as to children:
“My son, do not despise the disciplin-
ing of the Lord.”  They had forgotten
that “whom the Lord loves He disci-
plines.”

This discipline reflects on what
Paul wrote to Timothy: “Yes, and all
who desire to live godly in Christ
Jesus will suffer persecution” (2 Tm
3:12).  Persecution is inherent in gos-
pel living.  The misguided religious
world hated Jesus because His righ-
teousness revealed the false righteous-
ness of their religion.  Before the reli-
gious world crucified Him, Jesus
warned His immediate disciples, “If
the world hates you, you know that it
hated Me before it hated you” (Jn
15:18).  “Because you are not of the
world, but I chose you out of the
world, therefore the world hates
you” (Jn 15:19).  Therefore, Jesus en-
couraged His disciples, “Blessed are
you when people insult you and per-
secute you and falsely say all kinds of
evil against you for My sake” (Mt
5:11).  Such slanderous speaking
against a disciple is an occasion to
“rejoice and be exceedingly glad”
(Mt 5:12).

C. Endure discipline (12:7-13):

But the Hebrew readers seem to
have forgotten that people who are

living the gospel must endure the dis-
cipline for such living.  Unfortunately,
the readers had allowed the intimida-
tion of the Jewish religious commu-
nity in which they lived to discour-
age their faithfulness to King Jesus.
They had forgotten that if God had
protected them from all trials, then
they would have been spiritually
spoiled children, and no one wants to
live in a heavenly environment for-
ever with spoiled people.

The readers should have been
sensible to these matters.  “For what
son is he whom the father does not
discipline?”  If they would claim to
be the sons of God, then certainly they
must expect that their Father in
heaven would allow the world to dis-
cipline them if they were guilty of
wrongdoing.  For certainly, “God is
not mocked, for whatever a man sows,
that he will also reap” (Gl 6:7).

But there are times when one
does not do wrong, but still reaps dis-
cipline from the world.  Sometimes
we reap suffering simply because we
are Christians.  In this context Peter
encouraged his readers, “For this is
commendable, if for the sake of con-
science toward God, one endures
grief, suffering wrongfully” (1 Pt
2:19).  There is no credit for one be-
ing “beaten for your faults” (1 Pt
2:20).  “But if when you do right and
suffer, you take it patiently, this is
commendable with God” (1 Pt 2:20).
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In such situations we must follow
Christ who suffered for us, “leaving
you an example that you should fol-
low in His steps” (1 Pt 2:21).  The
point is that if there is no suffering,
“then you are illegitimate and not
sons.”  There is no such thing as liv-
ing the gospel of Jesus Christ with-
out persecution from Satan-driven
people.  If there is no persecution, then
certainly one should question his or
her commitment to the Lord Jesus
Christ.  Therefore, “if anyone suffers
as a Christian, let him not be
ashamed, but let him glorify God in
this name” (1 Pt 4:16).

As we respected our fathers be-
cause they disciplined us, then we re-
spect God.  His discipline is the sig-
nal of His love for us.  Therefore,
“will we not much more be in subjec-
tion to the Father of spirits and live”
because He loves us so much that
when we go in the wrong direction,
He corrects us?

In order not to be spoiled chil-
dren, He allows us to live in an envi-
ronment wherein we can be tested
with the trials of this world.  We en-
dure evil, but this does not mean that
God has intentionally inflicted suffer-
ing on us.  God is not fiendish toward
us.  He could do away with the world
and all suffering.  However, if He did,
then we would not grow into a spiri-
tual nature that would be fitting for
eternal dwelling.

Our earthly fathers disciplined us
in matters of this present world.  But
our heavenly Father has eternal mat-
ters in mind.  He allows us to be dis-
ciplined by the environment in which
we live “so that we might be partak-
ers of His holiness” in heavenly
dwelling.  No undisciplined son will
enter into the realm of God’s holiness.
Therefore, “no discipline seems to be
joyous at the time,” but when viewed
from an eternal perspective, we un-
derstand that it is beneficial in train-
ing our character for eternal dwelling.
Discipline trains us to persevere with-
out being retaliatory.  When we en-
dure discipline, it “yields the peace-
able fruit of righteousness.”  This is
the meaning behind what James said
in the following words: “Count it all
joy when you fall into various trials”
(Js 1:2).

And for the preceding reason, “if
a man is overtaken in any trespass,
you who are spiritual restore such a
one in a spirit of gentleness” (Gl 6:1).
The strong have the responsibility of
“strengthening the hands that hang
down and the feeble knees.”  They
must “make straight paths” for those
who are discouraged.  Those who
have become crippled through suffer-
ing must be healed through the en-
couragement of the strong.

D. Do not fall (12:14-17):
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Since there are those who will
persecute the Christian for simply
being a Christian, it should be the
Christian who is the peacemaker (Mt
5:9).  Persecutors should not be al-
lowed to steal away our holiness.
Holiness is developed by focusing on
those things that are above.  It is a life-
time struggle to separate oneself from
those things that would control our re-
lationship with the One in whose pres-
ence we seek to be forever.  The Holy
Spirit explained this in another con-
text with vivid words:

If you then were raised with Christ
[from the waters of baptism], seek
those things that are above, where
Christ is sitting at the right hand of
God.  Set your mind on things above,
not on things on the earth (Cl 3:1,2).

This is the best commentary on what
the Hebrew writer had in mind in ref-
erence to holiness.  Heavenly minded
people are heavenly destined.

And can one fall beyond the ex-
tent to which the grace of God
reaches?  Certainly!  Christians must
look out for one another “lest any man
falls short of the grace of God.”
Some ungodly Christians have turned
“the grace of our God into licentious-
ness” (Jd 4).  And by doing such, they
“deny our only Master and Lord,
Jesus Christ” (Jd 4).  We are thus not
talking about hypothetical possibili-

ties.  Worldly companions will often
distract us from focusing on the heav-
enly.  And when we are distracted, we
will start focusing on the things that
are of this world.

For this reason, the readers must
look among themselves to determine
if “any root of bitterness” was spring-
ing up among them that would cause
trouble.  Bitterness is losing some-
thing that one once had.  In this case,
their prestige as Jews in the religious
community of Judaism had formerly
been forsaken in order to obey the
gospel of Jesus Christ.  Some may
have been tempted to be bitter about
their loss of community with their
unbelieving Jewish family and rela-
tives.  They needed to consider their
attitude toward those things that Paul
gave up in order to live the incarna-
tional life of Jesus Christ.

I count all things loss for the excel-
lency of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suf-
fered the loss of all things.  I count
them refuse [Gr. dung] so that I may
gain Christ, and be found in Him (Ph
3:8,9).

There were certainly some
among the Hebrew Christians who
were reconsidering the religious cer-
emonialism that they had formerly
given up to become Christians.  Paul
would answer that he gave it all up in
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order not to have “my own righteous-
ness that is from law, but that which
is through the faith of Christ, the righ-
teousness that is from God by faith”
(Ph 3:9).

Because Paul had written these
sentiments to the Philippian disciples
may be one argument that the Holy
Spirit used in this letter to Jewish
Christians to discourage them from
considering a return to the self-righ-
teousness of Judaism (See Rm 10:1-
3).  They knew what Paul had given
up in order to become a disciple.  He
was not writing, therefore, without
paying the price of what he was ask-
ing them also to pay.  He left his Jew-
ish religious heritage, and thus was
qualified to call the Hebrew readers
to do the same.

If one would seek to leave Christ
in order to fulfill the lust of the flesh,
then Esau is the choice example of
such foolishness.  For a pot of food
he “sold his birthright” (Gn 25:33).
And some of the readers, for a mo-
ment of fornication, were willing to
sell their birthright into eternal glory.
After Esau’s deed was done, there was
no recourse to enjoy the blessings of
the birthright.  Even though he poured
out many tears, he could not reclaim
the birthright (Gn 27:30-40).

Esau sets the background for
those who will fall short of the eter-
nal dwelling in the presence of God.
Those who fall short of the grace of

God will reap the consequences of
what Jesus explained at the end of the
parable of the tares.  “He will cast
them into a furnace of fire.  There will
be wailing and gnashing of teeth” (Mt
13:42).  Those who will not be per-
mitted to enter into heaven will wail
and gnash their teeth because they had
“sold their spiritual birthright” for a
moment of fornication with the reli-
gions of the world.

E. Come to the mountain (12:18-
24):

When the Sinai law and covenant
were established with Israel at Mount
Sinai, neither people nor beasts were
allowed to touch the mountain when
Moses went up to receive the ten com-
mandments (Ex 19:12,13; Dt 4:11;
5:22).  The people greatly feared, and
“begged that the word should not be
spoken to them anymore” (See Ex
20:18-21).  The sight was so terrify-
ing that even Moses said, “I exceed-
ingly fear and tremble.”

The preceding was certainly a
different scenario than our relation-
ship with God in our coming “to
Mount Zion and to the city of the liv-
ing God.”  The “heavenly Jerusalem”
has come down out of heaven through
the revelation of the Son of God.  This
picture is metaphorically written in
Revelation 21 as the Spirit guided the
apostle John to describe the beginning
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of the church on earth.

I saw a new heaven and a new earth,
for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away.  And there was no
more sea.  And I saw the holy city,
new Jerusalem, coming down from
God out of heaven, prepared as a
bride adorned for her husband (Rv
21:1,2).

This is John’s description of “the
general assembly and church of the
firstborn ones” who are now written
in the book of life (See Rv 20:12).
This is the present universal body of
Christ that encompasses the entire
world, the members of which are en-
rolled in heaven.  Their membership
is heavenly, not earthly with any par-
ticular sect.

Because their membership is in
the book of life in heaven, their alle-
giance is only to the “Judge of all.”
God is the judge of all those who lived
under the old covenant.  Jesus has now
been appointed Judge of all (At
17:30,31).  Not only are they living
in the assembly of the firstborn, but
also those who have passed on into
the loving care of Jesus.  These are
the spirits “of the righteous made per-
fect” because they have kept the faith.
The Judge will bring the spirits of
these with Him when the final chap-
ter of the gospel is revealed in His fi-
nal coming (See 1 Th 4:13-18).

“You have come to Mount Zion
... and to God the Judge of all ... and
to Jesus, the mediator of the new cov-
enant.”  Here, the writer reflects on
the beginning of the blood offerings
that were first offered by Abel.  But
now the readers have come “to Jesus,
the mediator of the new covenant, and
to the blood of sprinkling that speaks
better things than the blood Abel.”

Before His offering, Jesus pro-
nounced in reference to the fruit of
the vine at the last Passover, “This is
My blood of the covenant that is shed
for many” (Mk 14:24).  It was not the
blood of animals about which He
spoke, but the incarnate blood of the
Word that became flesh that would
validate the new covenant (Jn 1:14).
Through this blood, the living, as well
as “the spirits of the righteous,” were
all made perfect.

F. Listen to the voice (12:25-29):

The conclusion to the preceding
thoughts is obvious.  “Do not refuse
Him who speaks” to you today.  Those
who touched Mount Sinai, when they
were commanded not to touch the
mountain, died immediately.  If the
people “did not escape” when One
spoke on earth at Mount Sinai, then
certainly we will not escape if we
“turn away from Him who speaks
from heaven.”  This is again another
warning for those who will suffer se-
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vere punishment for trampling under
foot the precious blood of Jesus (Hb
10:29).  They will not escape just pun-
ishment (Hb 2:2).  Their doom is cer-
tain.

In this final warning, the writer
seeks again to remind the readers of
an impending calamity that is soon to
come upon national Israel because of
their rejection of the Messiah.  At
Mount Sinai the voice of God “shook
the earth.”  Israel would in just a few
years from the time of writing be
shaken from the arrogant self-confi-
dence of her own religiosity.  When
Jerusalem and the temple were de-
stroyed in A.D. 70, it was to the Jews
as if heaven came crashing down on
them.  The writer quoted Haggai 2:6
in reference to “yet once more” a
shaking will take away those things
that can be shaken, that is, physical
things, including Jerusalem and the
temple.  In taking away the old, the
unshakable spiritual things will re-
main.  Since the righteous are the
church of the firstborn, then “the righ-
teous will shine forth as the sun in the
kingdom of their Father” when the
old things are shaken away (Mt
13:43).

“Therefore, since we are receiv-
ing a kingdom that cannot be
shaken,” we must live a life of grati-
tude for the gospel that came to us
through Jesus Christ.  When we so
live the gospel by accepting the king-

dom reign of Jesus, then we “serve
God acceptably with reverence and
godly fear.”

“Our God is a consuming fire”
who will take away the old in order
that the new might shine forth in the
kingdom reign of His Son.  After A.D.
70, many of the Jews will finally re-
alize that God consummated national
Israel with the destruction of Jerusa-
lem and the temple in order to prove
that He was now with the church of
the firstborn.

This point should remind some
today that a supposed restoration of
national Israel, Israel is not our new
messiah.  The Jews as a race of people
have their right to be a nation.  How-
ever, to have hope in the establish-
ment of the nation of Israel was never
God’s intention to signal the coming
of the one Messiah Jesus Christ.  The
Messiah has already come.  The He-
brew writer is writing in order to fo-
cus the attention of Christians on King
Jesus as the Messiah, not the survival
of the nation of Israel.  He seeks to
focus Christians’ minds on King Jesus
as He now is, not what He will be in
the future.  His arguments to focus our
minds on King Jesus as He now is are
still relevant today.  Our attention,
therefore, should be focused totally on
King Jesus.  He is coming again, not
to reign, but to “be subject to Him who
put all things under Him, so that God
may be all in all” (1 Co 15:28).
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If the readers in the historical
context of the epistle would simply
hold on for a few more years, then
God’s sign to them that Jesus is our
only hope will be clearly manifested
with the destruction of the old order.
Therefore, the readers must not be of
those “who draw back to destruction,
but of those who believe to the saving
of the soul” (Hb 10:39).  They must
heed the encouragement of James
who wrote at approximately the same
time as the Hebrew writer: “You also
be patient.  Establish your hearts, for
the coming of the Lord is near” (Js

5:8).  Jude also wrote contemporarily
with James and the Hebrew writer in
reference to God’s coming in judg-
ment in time upon unbelieving Israel
who rejected and crucified His Son:

Behold, the Lord came with ten thou-
sands of His saints to execute judg-
ment on all, and to convict all who
are ungodly among them of all their
ungodly deeds that they have com-
mitted in an ungodly way, and of all
the harsh things that ungodly sin-
ners have spoken against Him (Jd
14,15).

13 – Exhortation to Live The Gospel

Chapter 13

EXHORTATION TO LIVE THE GOSPEL

These are the final exhortations
of the writer to Jewish disciples who
evidently resided in a region, possi-
bly Judea, where they were in a com-
munity of unbelieving Jews.  These
final exhortations, therefore, were
written to believers who were encour-
aged to portray to their fellow Jews
that Jesus is now King and High
Priest.  They must reveal to the com-
munity that they have obeyed the
Shepherd who sent His only begotten
Son into the world as the final blood
offering for the sins of all men.  They
must live as a forgiven people who
no longer need the blood of animal

sacrifices.  Therefore, the writer gives
some final instructions in reference to
living the gospel of the incarnate Son
of God.

• Reflect the love of Christ (13:1):
Since God is love (1 Jn 4:8), then
certainly anyone who claims a re-
lationship with Him must love as
He loved us.  “Everyone who loves
is born from God and knows God”
(1 Jn 4:7).  Love of one another is
what defines the brotherhood of
disciples (See Jn 13:34,35).  It is as
Peter exhorted, “Love the brother-
hood” (1 Pt 2:17).
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• Be hospitable to strangers (13:2):
At least one reason for being hos-
pitable to those brethren with
whom we are not familiar is that
some have unknowingly taken in
those who were messengers of the
gospel.  This is exactly what Gaius
did in his partnership with those
who went forth to preach the gos-
pel of Jesus (See 3 Jn 5-8).  The
apostle John commended Gaius for
this ministry: “Beloved, you do
faithfully whatever you do for the
brethren and especially for strang-
ers” (3 Jn 5).  However, the word
for “strangers” in 3 John 5 is dif-
ferent than the word used in He-
brews 13:2.  In Hebrews 13:2 it is
the word for angels, and thus, the
writer is possibly referring his read-
ers back to what he previously said
in Hebrews 1:14 in reference to an-
gels: “Are they [angels] not all min-
istering spirits sent forth to minis-
ter to those who will inherit salva-
tion?”  Who knows that possibly
in taking in a “stranger” one has
taken in his “guardian angel” (Mt
18:10).  These are things about
which we have little revelation,
partly because we would possibly
do what the Hebrew readers did if
we were also obsessed with angels.
In the first chapter of this document
the writer stated that the readers
were obsessed with angels, so much
so, that they marginalized their fo-

cus on King Jesus in order to specu-
late about angels.

• Pray for those who are prisoners
for Christ (13:3):  Those who are
in prison for preaching the gospel
need the continued prayers of the
church.  Possibly at the time of the
writing of these words, Paul was
living the life of a prisoner for
Christ in a Roman jail.  He also
asked for prayers from the Coloss-
ians: “Continue praying for us so
that God may open to us a door for
the word, to speak the mystery of
Christ, for which I am also in
chains” (Cl 4:3).  Such prisoners
for Christ are still part of the broth-
erhood.  Since they are, they must
not be left alone in a prison while
being wrongfully treated.  Since
they are in prison for preaching the
gospel their prison life is an ex-
ample of commitment to the rest of
the brotherhood.  But also, in the
lives of the readers, dark times were
coming.  In fact, the words of Jesus
to the church in Smyrna are appro-
priate, “Do not fear those things
that you will suffer.  Behold, the
devil will cast some of you into
prison so that you may be tested”
(Rv 2:10).

• Respect the marriage of a man
and a woman (13:4):  Whenever
fornication becomes a norm of so-
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ciety as a whole, the more the soci-
ety degenerates morally.  Fornica-
tion within a society destroys the
honor of marriage.  When marriage
between a man and a woman is not
respected, then society is in a pro-
cess of moral decay.  We must never
forget that the sexually immoral
will face the condemnation of God.
Those who practice fornication
“will not inherit the kingdom of
God” (Gl 5:19-21).  Therefore, we
must remember the words that were
directed to the disciples in Achaia,
“Do you not know that the unrigh-
teous will not inherit the kingdom
of God?  Be not deceived, neither
fornicators ... nor adulterers, nor
homosexuals, nor sodomites ... will
inherit the kingdom of God” (1 Co
6:9,10).  The strength of any soci-
ety is built on the foundation of
strong marriages.  The weaker mar-
riage is in general within a society,
the weaker the society.

• Be content with what you have
(13:5,6):  Covetousness is the love
of money, which love redirects our
focus as Christians.  A covetous
person does not have his mind to-
tally set on those things that are
above (See Cl 3:1-11).  Paul wrote
to Timothy that some Christians
have been led astray by their love
of money: “For the love of money

is the root of all evils, by which
some coveting after have strayed
from the faith and pierced them-
selves with many sorrows” (1 Tm
6:10).  Since God will never for-
sake our physical well-being, then
we must trust that He cares for us
as He does for the birds of heaven
(See Mt 6:25-30).  If we are con-
tent with the things we have, then
we can personally proclaim that
“the Lord is my helper and I will
not fear” about being in need of
anything.

• Follow spiritual leadership:
(13:7):  Paul had instructed the
brethren throughout Achaia, “Be
imitators of me even as I also am
of Christ” (1 Co 11:1).  Those who
lead by teaching the word of God
and living the gospel must be fol-
lowed.  The assumption of the im-
perative in this text is based on the
fact that when the word of God is
being taught, we must be eager stu-
dents who “do not quench the
Spirit” (1 Th 5:19; See At 17:11).
Listening eagerly when the word of
God is being taught reveals our re-
spect for both the word of God and
the one who is teaching.  We must
follow those who live the word of
God, for the result of the leadership
behavior of the teacher is eternal
life.
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• Respect the authority of the
Scriptures (13:8,9):  Since Jesus
“is the same yesterday and today
and forever,” then His word by
which we will be judged is un-
changing.  We will be judged by this
unchanging standard (Jn 12:48).
Therefore, any new doctrine that
may come our way that is different
than what was originally delivered
unto the apostles, must not be al-
lowed to become the authority of
our faith (See Jn 14:26; 16:13).
What the writer here affirms is the
fact that the written word of God
alone will always be the final au-
thority in matters of faith.  No new
teaching that comes from men
should ever be allowed to become
the standard upon which we base
our faith.  Jude said the same in an-
other way: “Earnestly contend for
the faith that was once for all de-
livered to the saints” (Jd 3).  For
this reason, the binding of certain
religious rites and rituals in refer-
ence to foods, for example, should
never be made a test of fellowship.
“Therefore,” the Holy Spirit wrote,
“let no one judge you in food or in
drink” (Cl 2:16).  Paul added, “I
know and am persuaded by the
Lord Jesus that there is nothing
unclean of itself” (Rm 14:14).  In
these few statements, the Holy
Spirit made His case against reli-
gion.  Since religion is defined as

the self-sanctifying religious rites
and rituals of one’s faith, such
things should never be bound on the
consciences of believers.  In refer-
ence to such things, the Holy Spirit
simply stated, “Do not touch.  Do
not taste.  Do not handle” (Cl 2:21).
“All these concern things that per-
ish with the using, after the com-
mandments and doctrines of men”
(Cl 2:22).

• Maintain one’s right to approach
the altar of God with the blood
of Jesus (13:10-14):  Those who
continued to offer up animal blood
at the physical altar of the temple
in Jerusalem had no right to come
to the heavenly altar of Jesus Christ.
Only Christians have “boldness to
enter into the holy place [of
heaven] by the blood of Jesus” (Hb
10:19).  Jesus is the “new and liv-
ing way that He has consecrated
for us through the veil, that is, His
flesh” (Hb 10:20).  But those Jew-
ish priests who persisted in offer-
ing the blood of bulls and goats at
the temple altar had no right to
come unto the heavenly altar, for
they did not come with the blood
of Jesus.  They burned their offer-
ings of animals inside the camp of
Jerusalem.  In the beginning of the
tabernacle services at Mt. Sinai,
however, the offering of sacrifices
was truly “burned outside the

13 – Exhortation To Live The Gospel



107

Dickson Biblical Research Library, www.africainternational.org
The Gospel According To Hebrews - Roger E. Dickson, ©2019: Africa International Missions, Hutchinson, Kansas U.S.A., Philadelphia, South Africa

camp.”  As an illustration of the
offering of Jesus on the cross, He
too was taken outside the city of
Jerusalem and offered on a cross.
“Therefore, let us go forth to Him
outside the camp [of Jerusalem],
bearing His reproach.”  We must
always keep in mind that Jerusalem
would come to a close in A.D. 70
as the center of reference for Juda-
ism.  It was destined for destruc-
tion, and thus, its destruction was
coming at the time these words
were written.  But the heavenly
Jerusalem will continue forever.

• Continue in sacrifices for others
(Hb 13:15,16):  Since Christians
are living the gospel that they
obeyed, then they must “continu-
ally offer the sacrifice of praise to
God, that is, the fruit of our lips,
giving thanks to His name.”  Chris-
tians walk in thanksgiving of all
that they have received as a result
of the sacrifice of Jesus (See 2 Co
4:15).  Since through His incarna-
tion and crucifixion on their behalf,
they are inspired to walk in grati-
tude of what was done for them.
This is living the gospel.  It is as
John wrote, “We love because He
first loved us” (1 Jn 4:19).  There-
fore, we “do not forget doing good
and sharing.”  Living the sacrifi-
cial life emulates the incarnational
ministry of the One who died for

us.  It is for this reason that no cov-
etous person understands the mind
of Christ (See Ph 2:5-8).  And thus,
no covetous person is qualified for
eternal dwelling with the One who
sacrificed all on our behalf.  As
Jesus died a poor man on the cross
with His only garment being given
to another, so should we have this
same desire by the end of our lives.
We too must die having poured out
all that we have for others.

• Submit to spiritual leadership
(13:17):  Paul wrote that Christians
must be “submitting to one another
in the fear of God” (Ep 5:21).
Christians submit to one another
because Jesus submitted to the
cross on behalf of our problem of
sin.  When the writer admonished
his readers to “remember those who
are leading you,” he had in mind
those who were leading through the
teaching and living of the word of
God.  Since there is to be no lord-
ship leadership among the dis-
ciples, then any leadership we
would assume must be through ser-
vice (See Mk 10:42-44).  Those
who teach and are living the ex-
ample of the gospel (1 Pt 5:2,3), are
leading in order to keep the sheep
away from false teachings.  There
will be those who “turn away their
ears from the truth and will be
turned to fables” (2 Tm 4:4).  But

13 – Exhortation To Live The Gospel
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those faithful leaders among us who
love and teach the word of God
must be followed.  The disciples
must submit to their ministry of
teaching and their example of liv-
ing the gospel of Jesus Christ.  It is
not that we submit to them person-
ally, for they cannot be lords who
demand that we show up at their
Bible class.  Our submission to
them reveals our submission to the
word of God that they teach and our
desire to emulate the gospel of
Jesus in our lives.  If they were
teachers that had the authority to
demand that we show up at their
Bible class, and we did not, then
they would be angry at us for not
submitting to their supposed au-
thority.  But because they teach in
order to guard the saints from fol-
lowing after fables, they rejoice
when we show up at the Bible class.

• Pray without ceasing (13:18,19):
While in prison in Rome, Paul
asked for prayers from the Eph-
esians: “Pray for me so that utter-
ance may be given to me, so that I
may open my mouth boldly to make
known the mystery of the gospel”

(Ep 6:19).  The requested prayer in
this context was specifically for re-
lease from prison “so that I may be
restored to you the sooner.”  It is
interesting to note that the writer’s
request for prayers in reference to
his imprisonment was for the ben-
efit of those to whom he was writ-
ing.  As in his request for prayers
by the Ephesian disciples, his de-
sire was not prayer for himself, but
for the sake of others.  Selfish
prayers rarely reap answers from
God.  At least Paul tried such
prayers three times on behalf of
himself in reference to his physical
“thorn in the flesh.”  But God chose
not to answer those prayers (See 2
Co 12:7,8).  Nevertheless, in an-
other context the Spirit said through
James, “Is anyone sick among you?
Let him call for the elders of the
church, and let them pray over
him” (Js 5:14).  “The prayer of
faith will restore the sick, and the
Lord will raise him up” (Js 5:15).
It is interesting to note that even in
this context James’ request is that
the elders come and pray for some-
one else, not for themselves.

13 – Exhortation To Live The Gospel
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It was God the Father who raised
Jesus from the dead.  Since He could
raise the dead, then He was able also
to equip the readers in their ministry
(See Ep 1:20).  God the Father is the
“great Shepherd of the sheep” (See
Ps 23:1; Is 40:11; 63:11).  He raised
His Son from the dead in order to es-
tablish a new covenant that would
continue without end.  We must trust
that this Shepherd who could raise the
dead must also be able to equip us “in
every good work to do His will.”  He
does this by working in us “what is
well-pleasing in His sight.”  His work
in our lives, therefore, is contingent
on our doing His will, not our will.
We must walk within the will of God
in order to harness this power from
God who “is able to do exceedingly
abundantly above all that we ask or
think according to the power that
works in us” (Ep 3:20).

If we create a religion after our
own desires, we may be working
against the will of God while we think
we are working for Him.  For this rea-
son, the disciple of Jesus must be a
diligent student of the word (will) of
God.  He must be a Bible student in
order to know what the will of the
great Shepherd is.  Those religionists
who are ignorant of the will of God
will create religious rites and rituals

that they think are the will of God.
But as Christians, we do not have the
right to create a religion that conforms
to our own desires.  If we are so
tempted to do such, then it is needful
for us to reconsider 2 Thessalonians
2:10-12:

... and with all deception of wicked-
ness among those who perish, be-
cause they did not receive the love of
the truth so that they might be saved.
And for this reason God will send
them strong delusion so that they
should believe a lie, that they all
might be condemned who did not
believe the truth, but took pleasure
in wickedness.

The writer could have written
more on this subject.  Therefore, he
asked for the readers to “bear this
word of exhortation” that we now
have in the book of Hebrews.  He
needed to write no more since the
words of this exhortation are suffi-
cient in reference to the gospel king-
ship and priesthood of the Lord Jesus
Christ.  His words are sufficient to
sustain us until His final coming.  We
know that He now has all things un-
der control (Hb 2:8), though they may
seem to be out of control.  But He is
now reigning over all things with all

Epilogue

Epilogue
(13:20-25)
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authority.  He is now functioning as
our mediator and High Priest before
the Father.

Paul’s great companion in the
ministry, and close friend, had now
been set free from prison.  The release
of Timothy was surely a great relief
to the Hebrew readers.  At this time,
Paul was expecting also to be set at
liberty.  We assume that he was set
free from his first Roman imprison-
ment, for in the record of his travels
in the book Acts there is no mention
of him going to the island of Crete.
We assume, therefore, that he and
Titus made their way to Crete imme-
diately after his release from his first
imprisonment of A.D. 61,62 (See Ti
1:5).

Epilogue

At the time of writing, Paul was
possibly in prison in Rome around
A.D. 61, 62.  If he were in prison and
released in A.D. 62, then this would
mean that this letter—if he wrote the
letter—possibly accompanied the
commonly labeled “prison epistles”
of Ephesians, Colossians, Philippians
and Philemon to their respective re-
cipients.  We conclude that Hebrews
was written at this time because of the
content, and the writer’s identification
of himself to be in prison, which im-
prisonment was in Rome of Italy.  It
is for these reasons that we assume
that the apostle Paul wrote the letter,
though this assumption is not conclu-
sive.

For continued study on the present gospel reign of King Jesus,
download the following book:

Sovereignty Of Deity
Biblical Research Library

Book 3
www.africainternational.org
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1 Tm,  2 Timothy - 2 Tm,  Titus - Ti,  Philemon - Pl,  Hebrews - Hb,  James - Js,  1 Peter
- 1 Pt,  2 Peter - 2 Pt,  1 John - 1 Jn,  2 John - 2 Jn,  3 John - 3 Jn,  Jude - Jd,
Revelation - Rv
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