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Genesis 1

GENESIS
Chapter 1
Creation

1 ¶ aIn the beginning bGod ccreated
the heavens and the earth.
2 And the earth was dwithout form
and void. And edarkness was upon
the face of the deep. And the fSpirit
of God gmoved over the face of the
waters.
3 Then hGod said, “Let there be
light.” And there was light.
4 And God saw the light, that it was
i
good. And God jdivided the light
from the darkness.
5 And kGod called the light day. And
the darkness He called night. And
l
there was evening and there was
morning, one day.
6 ¶ Then God said, “Let there be an
m
expanse in the midst of the waters.
And let it divide the waters from the
waters.”
7 And God made the expanse. And
He divided the nwaters that were under the expanse from the waters othat
were above the expanse. And it was
so.
8 And God called the expanse
heaven. And there was evening and
there was morning, a second day.
9 ¶ Then God said, p“Let the waters
under the heaven be gathered together unto one place and let the qdry
land appear.” And it was so.
10 And God called the dry land

earth. And the rgathering together of
the waters, He called seas. And God
saw that it was good.
11 Then God said, “Let the earth
bring forth sgrass, the plants yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding
fruit after its kind, whose seed is in
itself upon the earth.” And it was so.
12 So the earth brought forth grass
and plants bearing seed after their
kind, and trees bearing fruit with seed
in them after their kind. And God saw
that it was good.
13 And there was evening and there
was morning, a third day.
14 ¶ Then God said, “Let there be
t
lights in the uexpanse of the heaven
to divide the day from the night. And
let them be for vsigns and for wseasons
and for days and years.
15 “And let them be for lights in the
expanse of the heavens to give light
on the earth.” And it was so.
16 And God made two great lights,
the xgreater light to rule the day and
the lesser light to rule the night. He
made the ystars also.
17 zAnd God set them in the expanse
of the heavens to give light on the earth,
18 and to rule over the day and over
the night, and to divide the light from
the darkness. And God saw that it was
good.
19 And there was evening and there
was morning, a fourth day.
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20 ¶ Then God said, “Let the waters
bring forth abundantly the moving
creatures that have life, and birds that
may fly above the earth in the open
expanse of the heavens.”
21 And God created agreat creatures,
and every living creature that moves,
that the waters brought forth abundantly after their kind, and every
winged bird after its kind. And God
saw that it was good.
22 Then God blessed them, saying,
“Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the
waters in the seas. And let birds multiply on the earth.”
23 And there was evening and there
was morning, a fifth day.
24 ¶ bThen God said, “Let the earth
bring forth living creatures after their
kind: livestock and creeping things,
and beasts of the earth after their
kind.” And it was so.
25 And God made the cbeasts of the
earth after their kind, and livestock
after their kind, and everything that
creeps on the earth after their kind.
And God saw that it was good.
26 ¶ Then God said, “Let dus make
e
man in Our image, after Our likeness. And let them have fdominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the
birds of the sky, and over the livestock, and over all the earth, and over
every creeping thing that creeps on
the earth.”
27 So God created man gin His own
image, in the image of God He created him. He created them hmale and
female.

28 And God blessed them. And God
said to them, i“Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it.
And have dominion over the fish of
the sea and over the birds of the sky,
and over every living thing that
moves on the earth.”
29 ¶ And God said, “Behold, jI have
given you every plant bearing seed
that is on the face of all the earth,
and every tree in which is the fruit of
a tree yielding seed. To you it will be
for food.
30 “And to every beast of the earth,
and kto every bird of the sky, and to
everything that creeps on the earth,
wherein there is life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was
so.
31 And God saw everything that He
had made, and behold, it was very
l
good. And there was evening and
there was morning, the sixth day.
Chapter 2
1 ¶ Thus the heavens and the earth
were finished and all the ahosts of
them.
2 So on the bseventh day God ended
His work that He had made. And cHe
rested on the seventh day from all His
work that He had made.
3 And God blessed the seventh day
and sanctified it, because in it He had
rested from all His work that God
created and made.
Adam and Eve

4 ¶ dThis is the history of the heav-
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ens and of the earth when they were
created, in ethe day that the LORD
God made the earth and the heavens,
5 fbefore any plant of the field had
appeared on the earth and before any
plant of the field had grown. gFor the
LORD God had not caused it to rain
on the earth, and there was no man
to cultivate the ground.
6 But there went up a mist from the
earth and watered the whole face of
the ground.
7 hThen the LORD God formed man
from the dust of the ground. And He
breathed into his nostrils the breath
of life. iAnd man became a living
soul.
8 ¶ Now the LORD God planted ja
garden eastward in Eden. And there
He put the man whom He had
formed.
9 kAnd out of the ground the LORD
God caused to grow every tree that
is pleasant to the sight and good for
food. lThe tree of life was also in the
midst of the garden, and the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil.
10 ¶ Now a river went out of Eden
to water the garden. And from there,
it was divided and became four rivers.
11 The name of the first is Pison. It
flows around the whole land of
Havilah where there is gold.
12 And the gold of that land is good.
The bdellium and the onyx stone are
there.
13 And the name of the second river
is Gihon. It flows around the whole

land of Cush.
14 And the name of the third river is
m
Tigris. It flows east of Assyria. And
the fourth nriver is the Euphrates.
15 ¶ Then the LORD God took the
man and put him into the garden of
Eden to cultivate it and to keep it.
16 And the LORD God ocommanded
the man, saying, “You may freely eat
of every tree of the garden.
17 “But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you will not
eat of it, for in the day that you eat
from it pyou will surely die.”
18 ¶ Then the LORD God said, “It
is not good that the man should be
alone. qI will make for him a suitable
helper.”
19 rNow out of the ground the LORD
God formed every beast of the field
and every bird of the sky. sAnd He
brought them to Adam to see what
he would call them. And whatever
Adam called every living creature,
that was its name.
20 Then Adam gave names to all
the livestock, and to the birds of the
sky, and to every beast of the field.
But for Adam there was not found ta
helper suitable for him.
21 So the LORD God caused a deep
sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept.
And He took one of his ribs and
closed up the place with flesh.
22 And with uthe rib that the LORD
God had taken from man, He made
a woman and brought her to the man.
23 Then Adam said, v“This is now
bone of my bones and flesh of my
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flesh. She will be called Woman because she was taken out of Man.”
24 wFor this reason a man will leave
his father and his mother and will
cleave to his wife. And they will be
one flesh.
25 xNow they were both naked, the
man and his wife. And they were not
ashamed.
Chapter 3
The Fall of Man

1 Now athe serpent was more crafty
than any beast of the field that the
LORD God had made. And he said
to the woman, “Indeed, God has said,
‘You will not eat of every tree of the
garden’.”
2 Then the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of bthe fruit of the
trees of the garden.
3 “But of the fruit of the tree that is
in the midst of the garden, God has
said, ‘You will not eat of it, nor will
you touch it, lest you die.’”
4 cBut the serpent said to the woman,
“You will not surely die,
5 “for God knows that in the day
you eat of it your eyes will then be
opened and dyou will be as gods,
knowing good and evil.”
6 eNow when the woman saw that
the tree was good for food, and that
it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree
to be desired to make one wise, she
took of its fruit and ate. And she gave
also to her husband with her and he
ate.

7 Then the eyes of both of them were
opened, and they fknew that they
were naked. So they sewed fig leaves
together and made themselves coverings.
8 Then they heard the voice of the
g
LORD God walking in the garden
in the cool of the day. hSo Adam and
his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the LORD God among
the trees of the garden.
9 ¶ Then the LORD God called to
Adam and said to him, i“Where are
you?”
10 And he said, j“I heard your voice
in the garden and I was afraid because I was naked. So I hid myself.”
11 And He said, “Who told you that
you were naked? Have you eaten of
the tree of which I commanded that
you should not eat?”
12 kThen the man said, “The woman
whom you gave to be with me, she
gave me of the tree and I ate.”
13 Then the LORD God said to the
woman, “What is this that you have
done?” And the woman said, l“The
serpent deceived me and I ate.”
14 And the LORD God said to the
serpent, m“Because you have done
this, you are cursed above all livestock and above every beast of the
field. You will go on your belly and
n
dust you will eat all the days of your
life.
15 “ And I will put enmity between
you and the woman, and between
your seed and her Seed. oHe will
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bruise your head, and you will bruise
His heel.”
16 To the woman He said, “I will
greatly multiply your pain and your
conception. pIn pain you will bring
forth children. And your desire will
be to your husband and qhe will rule
over you.”
17 And to Adam He said, “Because
you have hearkened to the voice of
your wife, and have eaten of the tree
of which I commanded you, saying,
‘You will not eat of it’, rcursed is the
ground for your sake. sIn toil you will
eat of it all the days of your life.
18 “Thorns also and thistles will
grow for you. And you will eat the
plants of the field.
19 “In the sweat of your face you will
eat bread until tyou return to the ground,
u
for out of it you were taken. For dust
you are and to dust you will return.”
20 ¶ And Adam called his wife’s
name vEve, because she was the
mother of all living.
21 To Adam also and to his wife the
LORD God made coats of skins and
clothed them.
22 ¶ Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become as one of
w
Us, to know good and evil. And
now, he must not be allowed to put
forth his hand and take also of the
x
tree of life and eat, and live forever.”
23 Therefore, ythe LORD God sent
him out of the garden of Eden to cultivate the ground from where he was
taken.

24 So He drove out the man. And
He placed at the east of the garden
of Eden zCherubim and a flaming
sword that turned every way to guard
the way to athe tree of life.
Chapter 4
Cain and Abel

1 ¶ Now Adam lay with Eve his wife.
And she conceived and gave birth to
Cain. And she said, “I have acquired
a manchild with the help of the
LORD.”
2 And she again gave birth to his
brother aAbel. And Abel was ba
keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller
of the ground.
3 Now in process of time it came to
pass that Cain brought of the fruit of
the ground as an offering to the
LORD.
4 But cAbel brought of the firstlings
of his flock and of their fat portions.
d
And the LORD looked with favor
on Abel and on his offering.
5 eBut to Cain and to his offering,
He had no regard. fAnd Cain was
very angry and his countenance fell.
6 Then the LORD said to Cain,
g
“Why are you angry? And why has
your countenance fallen?
7 h“If you do well, will you not be
accepted? iAnd if you do not well,
sin lies at the door. And its desire is
for you, jbut you must master it.”
8 Then Cain talked with Abel his
brother. And it came to pass when
they were in the field, that Cain rose
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up against Abel his brother and
k
killed him.
9 ¶ Then the LORD said to Cain,
i
“Where is Abel your brother?” And
he said, “I do not know. Am I my
brother’s keeper?”
10 And He said, “What have you
done? mThe voice of your brother’s
blood cries to Me from the ground.
11 n“And now you are cursed from
the earth that has opened her mouth
to receive your brother’s blood from
your hand.
12 o“When you cultivate the ground,
it will no longer yield its strength to
you. pA fugitive and a restless wanderer you will be in the earth.”
13 Then Cain said to the LORD,
“My punishment is greater than I can
bear.
14 “Behold, qYou have driven me
out this day from the face of the earth,
and from Your face I will be hidden.
r
And I will be a fugitive and a restless wanderer in the earth. And it will
come to pass that swhoever finds me
will kill me.”
15 tThen the LORD said to him,
“Therefore, whoever kills Cain, vengeance will be taken on him
u
sevenfold.” And the LORD set a
mark on Cain, lest any finding him
should kill him.
16 ¶ Then Cain went out from the
presence of the LORD and dwelt in
the land of Nod, east of Eden.
17 ¶ And Cain lay with his wife. And
she conceived and bare Enoch. And
he built a city and called the name of

the city Enoch, after the name of his
son.
18 Now to Enoch was born Irad, and
Irad begot Mehujael, and Mehujael
begot Methushael, and Methushael
begot Lamech.
19 ¶ And Lamech took to himself
v
two wives. The name of the one was
Adah and the name of the other
Zillah.
20 And Adah gave birth to Jabal.
He was the father of those who dwell
in tents and those who have livestock.
21 And his brother’s name was Jubal.
He was the father of all those who
play the harp and flute.
22 And Zillah, she also gave birth to
Tubalcain, an instructor of every
forger in brass and iron. And the sister of Tubalcain was Naamah.
23 And Lamech said to his wives,
Adah and Zillah, “Hear my voice you
wives of Lamech. Hearken to my
speech, wfor I have killed a man for
wounding me, and a young man for
hurting me.
24 “If Cain will be avenged
x
sevenfold, truly Lamech seventysevenfold.”
25 ¶ Then yAdam lay with his wife
again. And she gave birth to a son,
and called his name Seth, for she said,
“God has appointed for me another
offspring in place of Abel, zwhom
Cain killed.”
26 And to Seth, to him also there
was born aa son. And he called his
name Enos. Then men began bto call
on the name of the LORD.
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Chapter 5
Genealogy from Adam to Noah

1 ¶ This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day when God
created man, He made him ain the
likeness of God.
2 bHe created them male and female.
c
And He blessed them and called
them Mankind in the day when they
were created.
3 When Adam had lived one hundred and thirty years, he begot a son
in his own likeness, after his image.
And he called his name Seth.
4 And the days of Adam after he had
begotten Seth were eight hundred
years. And he begot sons and daughters.
5 And all the days that Adam lived
were nine hundred and thirty years.
And he died.
6 ¶ Now Seth lived one hundred and
five years, and begot Enos.
7 And Seth lived after he begot Enos
eight hundred and seven years, and
begot sons and daughters.
8 So all the days of Seth were nine
hundred and twelve years. And he
died.
9 ¶ Now Enos lived ninety years and
begot Cainan.
10 And Enos lived after he begot
Cainan eight hundred and fifteen
years, and begot sons and daughters.
11 So all the days of Enos were nine
hundred and five years. And he died.
12 ¶ Now Cainan lived seventy
years, and begot Mahalaleel.
13 And Cainan lived after he begot
Mahalaleel eight hundred and forty

years, and begot sons and daughters.
14 So all the days of Cainan were
nine hundred and ten years. And he
died.
15 ¶ Now Mahalaleel lived sixtyfive years, and begot Jared.
16 And Mahalaleel lived after he
begot Jared eight hundred and thirty
years, and begot sons and daughters.
17 So all the days of Mahalaleel
were eight hundred ninety-five years.
And he died.
18 ¶ Now Jared lived one hundred
sixty-two years, and he begot Enoch.
19 And Jared lived after he begot
Enoch eight hundred years, and begot sons and daughters.
20 And all the days of Jared were
nine hundred and sixty-two years.
And he died.
21 ¶ Now Enoch lived sixty-five
years, and begot Methuselah.
22 And dEnoch walked with God
after he begot Methuselah three hundred years, and begot sons and
daughters.
23 So all the days of Enoch were
three hundred and sixty-five years.
24 And Enoch walked with God.
And he was not, efor God took him.
25 ¶ Now Methuselah lived one hundred and eighty-seven years and begot Lamech.
26 And Methuselah lived after he
begot Lamech seven hundred and
eighty-two years and begot sons and
daughters.
27 So all the days of Methuselah
were nine hundred and sixty-nine
years. And he died.
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28 ¶ Now Lamech lived one hundred and eighty-two years, and begot a son.
29 And he called his name Noah,
saying, “This one will comfort us
concerning our work and the toil of
our hands because of fthe ground that
the LORD has cursed.”
30 Now Lamech lived after he begot Noah five hundred and ninetyfive years and begot sons and daughters.
31 So all the days of Lamech were
seven hundred and seventy-seven
years. And he died.
32 And Noah was gfive hundred
years old, and Noah begot Shem,
Ham and Japheth.
Chapter 6
The Flood

1 ¶ Now it came to pass when men
began to multiply on the face of the
earth and daughters were born to
them,
2 that the sons of God saw that the
daughters of men were beautiful. And
they took wives for themselves of all
whom they chose.
3 Then the LORD said, a“My spirit
will not always contend with man,
because he is mortal. Nevertheless,
his days will be one hundred and
twenty years.
4 There were Nephilim on the earth
in those days and also afterwards,
when the sons of God came in to the
daughters of men, and they bore children to them. Those were the mighty

men of old, men of renown.
5 ¶ And God saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth,
and that bevery imagination of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually.
6 cSo the LORD grieved that He had
made man on the earth, and it grieved
Him in His heart.
7 Then the LORD said, d“I will destroy man whom I have created from
the face of the earth, both man and
beast and the creeping things, and the
birds of the sky, efor I grieve that I
have made them.”
8 But fNoah found favor in the eyes
of the LORD.
9 ¶ These are the generations of
Noah. Noah was ga just man and
h
blameless in his time. And Noah
i
walked with God.
10 And Noah begot three sons:
Shem, Ham and Japheth.
11 ¶ The earth also was jcorrupt before God, and the earth was kfilled
with violence.
12 And God looked on the earth, and
behold, it was corrupt, lfor all flesh
had corrupted their way on the earth.
13 Then God said to Noah, m“The
end of all flesh has come before Me,
for the earth is filled with violence
through them. And behold, I will destroy them with the earth.
14 “Make for yourself an ark of gopher wood. You will make rooms in
the ark and cover it within and without with pitch.
15 “And this is how you will make it:
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The length of the ark will be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits.
16 “You will make a window for the
ark, and finish it to a cubit from the
top. And the door of the ark you will
set in the side of it. You will make it
with lower, second and third stories.
17 “And behold, I, even I am bringing a flood of waters upon the earth
in order to destroy all flesh wherein
is the breath of life from under
heaven. And everything that is on the
earth will die.
18 “But with you I will establish
n
My covenant. oAnd you will come
into the ark, you and your sons, and
your wife, and your sons’ wives with
you.
19 p“And of every living thing of all
flesh, two of every kind, you will
bring into the ark in order to keep
them alive with you. They will be
male and female.
20 q“Of the birds after their kind and
of animals after their kind, of every
creeping thing of the earth after its
kind, two of every kind will come to
you to keep them alive.
21 “And take for yourself of all food
that is eaten, and you will gather it to
yourself. And it will be for food for
you and for them.”
22 ¶ rThus Noah did according to
all that God commanded him.

a

righteous before Me in this generation.
2 “Of every bclean beast you will
take with you by sevens, the male and
its female. And of beasts that are not
clean, take by two, the male and its
female.
3 “Of birds also of the sky take by
sevens, the male and the female, to
keep offspring alive on the face of
all the earth.
4 “For after cseven more days I will
cause it to rain on the earth dforty days
and forty nights. eAnd every living
thing that I have made I will destroy
from off the face of the earth.”
5 fSo Noah did according to all that
the LORD commanded him.
6 Now Noah was gsix hundred years
old when the flood of waters was
upon the earth.
7 ¶ hSo Noah and his sons and his
wife and his sons’ wives with him
went into the ark because of the waters of the flood.
8 iOf clean animals and of animals
that are not clean, and of birds, and
of everything that creeps on the earth,
9 they went in two by two to Noah
into the ark, the male and the female,
as God had commanded Noah.
10 Then it came to pass after jseven
days that the waters of the flood were
upon the earth.
11 kIn the six hundredth year of
Noah’s life, in the second month, the
Chapter 7
seventeenth day of the month, the
1 ¶ And the LORD said to Noah, same day were all lthe fountains of
“Come with all your house into the the great deep broken up, and the
ark, for I have seen you to be floodgates of heaven were opened.
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12 mAnd the rain was upon the earth
forty days and forty nights.
13 ¶ In the same day Noah and Shem
and Ham and Japheth, the sons of
Noah, and Noah’s wife, and the three
wives of his sons with them, nentered
into the ark,
14 they and every animal after its
kind, and all the livestock after their
kind, and every creeping thing that
creeps on the earth after its kind, and
every bird after its kind, every bird
of every sort.
15 And they went to Noah into the
ark otwo by two of all flesh in which
is the breath of life.
16 And those that went in, went in
male and female of all flesh, as God
had commanded him. Then the
LORD shut him in.
17 ¶ Now the flood was pforty days
upon the earth. And the waters increased and lifted up the ark, so that
it was lifted up above the earth.
18 So the waters prevailed and increased greatly upon the earth. And
the ark went upon the face of the
waters.
19 And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth. And all the high
hills that were under the whole
heaven, were covered.
20 Fifteen cubits higher, the waters
prevailed. qAnd the mountains were
covered.
21 rAnd all flesh died that moved
upon the earth, both of birds and of
livestock and of animals, and of every creeping thing that creeps upon

the earth, and every man.
22 All in whose nostrils was the
breath of life, of all that was on the
dry land, died.
23 Thus every living thing was destroyed that was upon the face of the
earth, both man and animals, and the
creeping things, and the birds of the
heaven. And they were destroyed
from the earth. sBut Noah only remained alive, and those who were
with him in the ark.
24 tSo the waters prevailed upon the
earth one hundred and fifty days.
Chapter 8
1 ¶ But God remembered Noah and
every living thing and all the livestock that were with him in the ark.
Then aGod made a wind to pass over
the earth and the waters subsided.
2 bThe fountains also of the deep and
the floodgates of heaven were
stopped, and cthe rain from heaven
was restrained.
3 Then the waters returned from off
the earth continually. And after the
end of done hundred and fifty days
the waters were decreased.
4 eAnd the ark rested on the mountains of Ararat in the seventh month,
on the seventeenth day of the month.
5 And the waters decreased continually until the tenth month. In the tenth
month, on the first day of the month,
were the tops of the mountains seen.
6 ¶ Then it came to pass at the end
of forty days that Noah opened the
window of the ark that he had made.
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7 And he sent out a raven that went
forth to and fro, until the waters were
dried up from off the earth.
8 He also sent out from himself a
dove to see if the waters were decreased from off the face of the
ground.
9 But the dove found no rest for the
sole of her foot. So she returned to
him into the ark, for the waters were
on the face of the whole earth. Then
he put forth his hand and took her,
and pulled her in to himself into the
ark.
10 So he stayed yet another seven
days. And again he sent out the dove
out of the ark.
11 And the dove came to him in the
evening, and lo, in her mouth was an
olive leaf plucked off. So Noah knew
that the waters were decreased from
off the earth.
12 So he stayed yet another seven
days, and sent out fthe dove, which
did not return to him again.
13 ¶ Then it came to pass in the gsix
hundredth and first year, in the first
month, the first day of the month, the
waters were dried up from off the
earth. So Noah removed the covering of the ark and looked, and behold, the face of the ground was dry.
14 And in the second month, on the
twenty-seventh day of the month, the
earth was dried.
15 ¶ Then God spoke to Noah, saying,
16 “Go forth out of the ark, you and
your wife and your sons and your
sons’ wives with you.

17 “Bring forth with you every living thing that is with you, of all flesh,
both of birds, and of animals, and of
every creeping thing that creeps on
the earth, so that they may hbreed
abundantly on the earth and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.
18 So Noah went forth, and his sons
and his wife and his sons’ wives with
him.
19 Every beast, every creeping thing,
and every bird, and whatever creeps
on the earth, after their kind, went
forth out of the ark.
20 ¶ And Noah built an ialtar to the
LORD. And he took of every jclean
beast and of every clean bird, and
offeredkburnt offerings on the altar.
21 Then the LORD lsmelled a sweet
aroma. And the LORD said in His
heart, “I will not again mcurse the
ground anymore for man’s sake, for
the nimagination of man’s heart is evil
from his youth. oNeither will I again
smite anymore every living thing as
I have done.
22 “While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat,
p
summer and winter, and day and
night will not cease.”
Chapter 9
God’s Covenant With Noah

1 ¶ So God blessed Noah and his
sons. And He said to them, a“Be fruitful and multiply, and replenish the
earth.
2 “And the fear of you and the terror
of you will be upon every beast of
the earth and upon every bird of the
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sky, upon all that moves on the earth,
and upon all the fish of the sea. Into
your hand they are delivered.
3 “Every moving thing that lives will
be food for you. I give to you all
things as I gave you bthe green plant.
4 “But flesh with its life, that is, cits
blood, you will not eat.
5 “And surely I will require dyour
lifeblood, from every beast I will require it. eAnd from every man, from
every man’s brother I will require the
life of man.
6 f“Whoever sheds man’s blood, by
man will his blood be shed, for in
the image of God He made man.
7 “And you, gbe fruitful and multiply. Bring forth abundantly on the
earth and multiply on it.”
8 ¶ Then God spoke to Noah and to
his sons with him, saying,
9 “Now behold, hI establish My covenant with you and with your descendants after you,
10 “and with every living creature
that is with you, of the birds, of the
livestock, and of every beast of the
earth with you, from all that go out
of the ark, even every beast of the
earth.
11 “And I will establish My covenant
with you. All flesh iwill not be cut
off anymore by the waters of a flood,
j
nor will there anymore be a flood to
destroy the earth.”
12 Then God said, “This is kthe sign
of the covenant that I make between
Me and you and every living creature that is with you, for successive

generations:
13 “I set My lrainbow in the cloud,
and it will be for a sign of a covenant
between Me and the earth.
14 “And it will come to pass when I
bring a cloud over the earth, that the
rainbow will be seen in the cloud.
15 m“Then I will remember My covenant that is between Me and you and
every living creature of all flesh.
n
And the waters will no more become
a flood to destroy all flesh.
16 “And the rainbow will be in the
cloud, and I will look on it so that I
may remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living
creature of all flesh that is on the
earth.”
17 And God said to Noah, “This is
the sign of the covenant that I have
established between Me and all flesh
that is on the earth.”
The Sons of Noah

18 ¶ And the sons of Noah who went
forth out of the ark were Shem and
Ham and Japheth. oNow Ham was
the father of Canaan.
19 These were the three sons of
Noah, pand from them the whole
earth was populated.
20 ¶ Now Noah became a farmer
and he planted a vineyard.
21 Then he drank of the wine and
was drunken. Now he was uncovered
within his tent.
22 So qHam, the father of Canaan,
saw the nakedness of his father and
told his two brothers outside.
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23 Then Shem and Japheth took a
garment and laid it on both their shoulders and went backward and covered
the nakedness of their father. So their
faces were backward and they did not
see their father’s nakedness.
24 Then Noah awoke from his wine,
and knew what his younger son had
done to him.
25 So he said, r“Cursed be Canaan.
A servant of servants he will be to
his brethren.”
26 And he said, s“Blessed be the
LORD God of Shem, and Canaan
will be his servant.
27 t“God will enlarge Japheth, and
he will dwell in the tents of Shem;
and Canaan will be his servant.”
28 So Noah lived after the flood
three hundred and fifty years.
29 Now all the days of Noah were
nine hundred and fifty years. And he
died.
Chapter 10
Birth of Nations

1 ¶ Now this is the account of the
generations of Shem, Ham and
Japheth, the sons of Noah. And sons
were born to them after the flood.
2 aThe sons of Japheth were bGomer
and Magog and cMadai and dJavan
and Tubal and eMeshech and Tiras.
3 The sons of Gomer were fAshkenaz
and gRiphath and hTogarmah.
4 The sons of Javan were Elishah
and iTarshish, Kittim and jDodanim.
5 From these the coastland people

were separated into their lands, everyone after his language, after their
families, into their nations.
6 ¶ kAnd the sons of Ham were Cush
and Mizraim and Put and Canaan.
7 And the sons of Cush were lSeba
and Havilah and Sabtah and
m
Raamah and Sabteca. And the sons
of Raamah were nSheba and oDedan.
8 And Cush begot Nimrod. He began to be a mighty one in the earth.
9 He was a mighty hunter before the
LORD. Therefore, it is said, “Like
Nimrod the mighty hunter before the
LORD.”
10 And the beginning of his kingdom was pBabel and Erech and
Accad and Calneh, in the land of
q
Shinar.
11 Out of that land went rforth Asshur. And he built Nineveh and the
cities of Rehoboth and Calah
12 and Resen between Nineveh and
Calah (the same is the principal city).
13 And Mizraim became the father
of sLudim and Anamim and Lehabim
and Naphtuhim
14 and Pathrusim and Casluhim
(from whom came Philistim) and
Caphtorim.
15 And Canaan begot tSidon his firstborn, and uHeth,
16 and vthe Jebusite and the Amorite
and the Girgasite
17 and the Hivite and the Arkite and
the Sinite
18 and the Arvadite and the Zemarite
and the Hamathite. And afterward
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were the families of the Canaanites
spread abroad.
19 And the border of the Canaanites
was from Sidon as you go toward
Gerar, as far as Gaza; as you go toward wSodom and Gomorrah and
Admah and Zeboiim, even as far as
Lasha.
20 ¶ These were the sons of Ham
according to their families, according to their languages, by their countries and by their nations.
21 ¶ To Shem also, the father of all
the children of Eber, the brother of
Japheth the elder, even to him were
children born.
22 xThe sons of Shem were yElam
and zAsshur and aArpachshad and
b
Lud and Aram.
23 The sons of Aram were cUz and
Hul and Gether and Mash.
24 And Arphaxad begot Salah, and
d
Salah begot Eber.
25 And to Eber were born two sons.
The name of one was Peleg, for in
his days was the earth divided. And
his brother’s name was Joktan.
26 And Joktan begot Almodad and
Sheleph and Hazarmaveth and Jerah
27 and Hadoram and Uzal and
Diklah
28 and Obal and Abimaela and
Sheba
29 and Ophir and Havilah and Jobab.
All these were the sons of Joktan.
30 And their settlement was from
Mesha as you go to Sephar, a mountain of the east.
31 These were the sons of Shem ac-

cording to their families, according
to their languages, by their lands, according to their nations.
32 ¶ These were the families of the
sons of Noah according to their generations, by their nations. eAnd by
these were the nations separated on
the earth after the flood.
Chapter 11
The Tower of Babel

1 ¶ And the whole earth used one
language and one speech.
2 Now it came to pass as they journeyed from the east, that they found
a plain in the aland of Shinar. And
they settled there.
3 Then they said to one another,
“Come, let us make brick and burn
them thoroughly.” And they had brick
for stone and they used bslime for
mortar.
4 And they said, “Come, let us build
a city and a tower whose top cmay
reach to heaven. And let us make for
ourselves da name, lest we are
e
scattered abroad upon the face of the
whole earth.”
5 fThen the LORD came down to
see the city and the tower that the
children of men built.
6 And the LORD said, “Behold, they
are one people and they all have gone
language. And this they begin to do.
And now, nothing will be impossible
for them that they have imagined to
do.
7 “Come, hlet us go down and there
i
confuse their language, so that they
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may not understand one another’s
speech.”
8 So the LORD jscattered them
abroad from there over the face of
all the earth. And they stopped building the city.
9 Therefore, its name was called
k
Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of all the earth.
And from there the LORD scattered
them abroad over the face of all the
earth.
Genealogy of Shem

10 ¶ lThese are the generations of
Shem. Shem was one hundred years
old, and begot Arphaxad two years
after the flood.
11 And Shem lived after he begot
Arphaxad five hundred years, and
begot sons and daughters.
12 ¶ Now Arphaxad lived thirty-five
years, and begot Salah.
13 And Arphaxad lived after he begot Salah four hundred and three
years, and begot sons and daughters.
14 ¶ Now Salah lived thirty years,
and begot Eber.
15 And Salah lived after he begot
Eber four hundred and three years,
and begot sons and daughters.
16 ¶ Now Eber lived thirty-four
years, and begot Peleg.
17 And Eber lived after he begot
Peleg four hundred and thirty years,
and begot sons and daughters.
18 ¶ Now Peleg lived thirty years,
and begot Reu.
19 And Peleg lived after he begot
Reu two hundred and nine years, and

begot sons and daughters.
20 ¶ Now Reu lived thirty-two years,
and begot Serug.
21 And Reu lived after he begot
Serug two hundred and seven years,
and begot sons and daughters.
22 ¶ Now Serug lived thirty years,
and begot Nahor.
23 And Serug lived after he begot
Nahor two hundred years, and begot
sons and daughters.
24 ¶ Now Nahor lived twenty-nine
years, and begot mTerah.
25 And Nahor lived after he begot
Terah one hundred and nineteen
years, and begot sons and daughters.
26 ¶ And Terah lived seventy years,
and begot Abram, Nahor and Haran.
27 ¶ Now these are the generations
of Terah. Terah begot Abram, Nahor
and nHaran. And Haran begot Lot.
28 And Haran died before his father
Terah in the land of his nativity, in
o
Ur of the Chaldees.
29 And Abram and pNahor took
wives for themselves. The name of
Abram’s wife was qSarai, and the
name of Nahor’s wife was rMilcah,
the daughter of Haran, the father of
Milcah and the father of Iscah.
30 But sSarai was barren. She had
no child.
31 ¶ Then Terah took Abram his son,
and Lot the son of Haran his son’s
son, and Sarai his daughter-in-law,
his son Abram’s wife, and they went
forth with them from tUr of the
Chaldees to go into the land of
Canaan. And they came to Haran and
settled there.
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32 Now the days of Terah were two he built man altar to the LORD who
hundred and five years. And Terah had appeared to him.
died in Haran.
8 Then he moved from there to a
mountain on the east side of nBethel.
Chapter 12
And he pitched his tent with Bethel
Call of Abram
on the west and Hai on the east. And
1 ¶ Now the aLORD had said to there he built an altar to the LORD
Abram, “Go forth from your coun- and ocalled on the name of the
try and from your relatives and from LORD.
your father’s house to a land that I 9 Then Abram journeyed, going on
will show you.
further toward pthe South.
b
2 “ And I will make of you a great
nation. cAnd I will bless you and
Abram Goes to Egypt
make your name great. dAnd you will 10 ¶ Now there was a famine in the
be a blessing.
land. And Abram went down into
3 e“And I will bless those who bless Egypt to sojourn there, for the famyou, and curse him who curses you. ine was severe in the land.
f
And in you will all families of the 11 Now it came to pass when he
earth be blessed.”
came near to enter into Egypt that he
4 ¶ So Abram departed as the LORD said to Sarai his wife, “Behold now,
had spoken to him. gAnd Lot went I know that you are qa beautiful
with him. Now Abram was seventy- woman to look upon.
five years old when he departed from 12 “Therefore, rit will come to pass
Haran.
when the Egyptians will see you that
5 So Abram took Sarai his wife and they will say, ‘This is his wife.’ So
Lot his brother’s son, and all their they will kill me, but they will save
h
possessions that they had gathered, you alive.
and ithe souls that they had acquired 13 “Please say that you are smy sisin Haran. And they went forth to go ter so that it may be well with me for
into the land of Canaan. Then they your sake, and that tmy soul will live
came into the land of Canaan.
because of you.”
6 So Abram passed through the land 14 ¶ So it came to pass that when
to the place of jShechem, to the plain Abram came into Egypt, the Egypof Moreh. And the Canaanites were tians saw the woman that she was
then in the land.
very beautiful.
7 And the LORD kappeared to 15 The princes also of Pharaoh saw
Abram and said, l“To your descen- her and commended her before Phadants I will give this land.” And there raoh. And uthe woman was taken into
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Pharaoh’s house.
16 vNow he treated Abram well for
her sake. And he had sheep and oxen
and male donkeys, and menservants
and maidservants, and female donkeys and camels.
17 Then the LORD wplagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagues
because of Sarai, Abram’s wife.
18 So Pharaoh called Abram and
said, x“What is this that you have
done to me? Why did you not tell
me that she was your wife?
19 “Why did you say, ‘She is my
sister’ so that I might have taken her
to me for my wife? Now therefore,
behold your wife, take her and go
your way.”
20 Then Pharaoh commanded his
men concerning him. So they sent him
away with his wife and all that he had.
Chapter 13
Abram and Lot Separate

1 ¶ Then Abram went up out of
Egypt to athe Negev, he and his wife,
and all that he had, and Lot with him.
2 And Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver and in gold.
3 So he went on his journeys from
the Negev even to Bethel, to the place
where his tent had been at the
b
beginning, between Bethel and Hai,
4 to the place of the altar that he had
made there at the first. And there Abram
called on the name of the LORD.
5 ¶ cAnd Lot also, who went with
Abram, had flocks and herds and
tents.

6 dNow the land was not able to sustain them so that they might dwell
together, efor their possessions were
great. So they could not dwell together.
7 fThen there was strife between the
herdsmen of Abram’s livestock and
the herdsmen of Lot’s livestock. And
the gCanaanite and the Perizzite dwelt
then in the land.
8 hAnd Abram said to Lot, “Please
let there be no strife between me and
you, and between my herdsmen and
your herdsmen, for we are brethren.
9 “Is not the whole land before you?
Please separate yourself from me. If
you will take the left hand, then I will
go to the right. Or if you depart to
the right hand, then I will go to the
left.”
10 So Lot lifted up his eyes and saw
all the iplain of the Jordan, that it was
well watered everywhere—before
the LORD destroyed Sodom and
Gomorrah—even as jthe garden of
the LORD, klike the land of Egypt as
you come to lZoar.
11 Then Lot chose for himself all
the plain of the Jordan, and Lot journeyed east. Thus they separated
themselves from each other.
12 Abram settled in the land of
Canaan and Lot settled in the mcities
of the plain. And he pitched his tent
as far as Sodom.
13 But the men of Sodom were exceedingly wicked and nsinners before
the LORD.
14 ¶ And the LORD said to Abram,
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after Lot had separated from him,
o
“Lift up now your eyes and look
from the place where you are, northward and southward and eastward
and westward,
15 p“for all the land that you see, qto
you I will give it and to your descendants forever.
16 “And I will make your descendants ras the dust of the earth, so that
if a man can number the dust of the
earth, then will your descendants also
be numbered.
17 “Arise, swalk through the land in
the length of it and in the breadth of
it, for I will give it tto you.”
18 Then Abram moved his tent and
came and dwelt in the plain of
u
Mamre, which is in Hebron. And he
built there van altar to the LORD.
Chapter 14
Abram’s Rescue of Lot

1 ¶ Now it came to pass in the days
of Amraphel king of aShinar, Arioch
king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king
of bElam, and Tidal king of nations,
2 that these made war with Bera king
of Sodom, and with Birsha king of
Gomorrah, Shinab king of cAdmah,
and Shemeber king of dZeboiim, and
the king of Bela, which is eZoar.
3 All these were joined together in
f
the valley of Siddim, which is gthe
Salt Sea.
4 Twelve years they served
Chedorlaomer, and in the thirteenth
year they rebelled.

5 ¶ Now in the fourteenth year,
Chedorlaomer and the kings who
were with him, came and defeated
the hRephaim in iAshteroth Karnaim,
and the Zuzim in Ham, and the Emim
in jShaveh Kiriathaim,
6 and the kHorites in their Mount
Seir, to lElparan, which is by the wilderness.
7 And they returned, and came to
Enmishpat, which is mKadesh, and
conquered all the country of the
Amalekites, and also the Amorites
who dwelt in nHazezon Tamar.
8 Then there went out the king of
Sodom, and the king of Gomorrah,
and the king of Admah, and the king
of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela,
which is Zoar. And they joined in
battle with them in othe valley of
Siddim,
9 with Chedorlaomer the king of
Elam, and with Tidal king of nations,
and Amraphel king of Shinar, and
Arioch king of Ellasar – four kings
against five.
10 Then the valley of Siddim was
full of tar pits. So the pkings of Sodom
and Gomorrah fled and fell there, and
those who remained fled to the
mountains.
11 Then they took all the goods of
Sodom and Gomorrah and all their
food. And they went their way.
12 And they took Lot, qAbram’s
nephew rwho dwelt in Sodom and his
goods. And they departed.
13 Then there came one who had
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escaped and told Abram the sHebrew,
for he dwelt in the plain of tMamre
the Amorite, brother of Eshcol, and
brother of Aner. Now these were
u
allies with Abram.
14 Now when Abram heard that vhis
relative was taken captive, he armed
his trained servants, wborn in his own
house, three hundred and eighteen.
And he pursued them as far as xDan.
15 yThen he divided his men against
them by night, he and his servants,
and defeated them. And he pursued
them as far as Hobah, which is on
the north of zDamascus.
16 So he brought back all the goods.
And he also brought back ahis relative Lot and his goods, and the
women also, and the people.
17 ¶ Then bthe king of Sodom went
out to meet him after chis return from
the slaughter of Chedorlaomer, and
of the kings who were with him, at
the valley of Shaveh, which is dthe
king’s valley.
18 Then eMelchizedek king of Salem brought forth fbread and wine.
Now he was the gpriest of the most
high God.
19 And he blessed him, and said,
“Blessed be Abram of the most high
God, hpossessor of heaven and earth.
20 “And blessed be the most high
God who has delivered your enemies
into your hand.” iAnd he gave him
tithes of all.
21 Then the king of Sodom said to
Abram, “Give me the persons and

take the goods for yourself.”
22 And Abram said to the king of
Sodom, “I have lifted up my hand to
the LORD, jthe most high God, the
possessor of heaven and earth,
23 “so that kI will not take a thread
or a sandal, and that I will not take
anything that is yours, lest you should
say, ‘I have made Abram rich’—
24 “except only that which the young
men have eaten, and the portion of
the men that went with me, lAner,
Eshcol and Mamre. Let them take
their portion.”
Chapter 15
God’s Covenant With Abram

1 ¶ After these things athe word of
the LORD came to Abram in a vision, saying, “bDo not fear, Abram. I
am your cshield and your exceeding
great dreward.”
2 Then Abram said, “Lord GOD,
what will You give me, seeing I go
childless and the steward of my house
is Eliezer of Damascus?”
3 And Abram said, “Behold, to me
You have given no offspring. And
behold, one eborn in my house is my
heir.”
4 And behold, the word of the LORD
came to him, saying, “This will not
be your heir, fbut he who will come
forth out of your own body will be
your heir.”
5 Then He took him outside and said,
“Look now toward heaven and gcount
the stars, if you are able to count

s Gn 40:15; Ex 3:18 t Gn 13:18 u Gn 21:27,32 v vs 12 w Gn 12:5; Ec 2:7 x 1 Kg 15:20 y Jg 7:16 z Gn
15:2 a vss 12,14 b vs 10 c Hb 7 d 2 Sm 18:18 e Hb 7:1 f Ps 104:15 g Ps 110:4; Hb 5:6,10 h vs 22 i
Hb 7:4 j vs 19 k 2 Kg 5:16 l vs 13 Chapter 15: a vs 4; 1 Sm 15:10 b Gn 21:17; 26:24 c Dt 33:29 d Nm
18:20 e Gn 14:14 f Gl 4:28 g Gn 22:17; 26:4; Dt 1:10 h Ex 32:13; Rm 4:18 i Rm 4:3; Gl 3:6; Js 2:23 j Gn

_____________________
Africa International Missions
www.africainternational.org

International King James Version Old Testament
Genesis 16

20

them.” And he said to him, “hSo will
your descendants be.”
6 iThen he believed in the LORD.
And He accounted it to him for righteousness.
7 ¶ And He said to him, “I am the
LORD who brought you out of jUr
of the Chaldees kto give you this land
to inherit it.”
8 Then he said, “Lord GOD, lhow
will I know that I will inherit it?”
9 And He said to him, “Bring Me a
heifer of three years old, and a female goat of three years old, and a
ram of three years old, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon.”
10 Then he brought to Him all these
and mdivided them in two, and laid
each half opposite the other. But he
did not ndivide the birds.
11 Now when the birds came down
on the carcasses, Abram drove them
away.
12 ¶ And when the sun was going
down, oa deep sleep fell upon Abram.
And behold, terror and great darkness fell upon him.
13 Then the Lord said to Abram,
“Know for certain that pyour descendants will be foreigners in a land that
is not theirs. And they qwill serve
them, and they will oppress them
r
four hundred years.
14 “And also that nation, whom they
will serve, I will judge. And afterward
they will come out swith great possessions.
15 t“And you will go to your fathers
in peace. You will be buried in a good

old age.
16 “But in the ufourth generation they
will come here again, for vthe iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.”
17 ¶ Now it came to pass when the
sun went down, and it was dark, behold a smoking firepot and a burning lamp wpassed between these
pieces.
18 In the same day the LORD made
a covenant with Abram, saying, “To
your descendants I have given this
land, from the xriver of Egypt to the
great river, the River Euphrates:
19 y“the Kenites and the Kenizzites
and the Kadmonites
20 “and the Hittites and the Perizzites and the Rephaims
21 “and the Amorites and the Canaanites and the Girgashites and the
Jebusites.”
Chapter 16
Hagar and Ishmael

1 ¶ Now aSarai, Abram’s wife, had
borne him no children. And she had
a handmaid, ban Egyptian, whose
name was Hagar.
2 So Sarai said to Abram, “Behold
now, the LORD has prevented me
from bearing children. Please cgo in
to my handmaid. Perhaps I may obtain children by her.” And Abram listened to the voice of Sarai.
3 Now after Abram had lived dten
years in the land of Canaan, Abram’s
wife Sarai took Hagar the Egyptian,
her handmaid, and gave her to her
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husband Abram as his wife.
4 And he went in to Hagar, and she
conceived. And when she saw that
she had conceived, she began to despise her mistress.
5 So Sarai said to Abram, e“My
wrong be on you. I have given my
maid into your bosom, and when she
saw that she had conceived, I was
despised in her eyes. fThe LORD
judge between me and you.”
6 But Abram said to Sarai, “Behold,
g
your maid is in your hand. Do to her
as it pleases you.” And when Sarai
dealt harshly with her, she fled from
her face.
7 ¶ And hthe angel of the LORD
found her by a fountain of water in
the wilderness, by the fountain in the
way to iShur.
8 And he said, “Hagar, Sarai’s maid,
j
from where have you come? And
where will you go?” And she said, “I
am fleeing from the face of my mistress Sarai.”
9 Then the angel of the LORD said
to her, “Return to your mistress and
submit yourself under her hands.”
10 And the angel of the LORD said
to her, k“I will multiply your descendants exceedingly so that they will
not be numbered for multitude.”
11 And the angel of the LORD said
to her, “Behold, you are with child
and will bear a son, and will call his
name Ishmael, because the lLORD
has heard your affliction.
12 “And he will be a mwild man. His

hand will be against every man and
every man’s hand against him. And
he will dwell in the npresence of all
his brethren.”
13 So she called on the name of the
LORD who spoke to her, o“You are
the God who sees me,” for she said,
“I have now seen the One who sees
me.”
14 Therefore, the well was called
Beer Lahai Roi. Behold, it is between
p
Kadesh and Bered.
15 ¶ So Hagar bore Abram a son.
And Abram called his son’s name,
which Hagar bore, Ishmael.
16 And Abram was qeighty-six years
old when Hagar bore Ishmael to
Abram.
Chapter 17
The Covenant of Circumcision

1 ¶ Now when Abram was ninetynine years old, the aLORD appeared
to Abram. And He said to him, “I am
the bAlmighty God. Walk before Me
and be cblameless.
2 “And I will make My dcovenant
between Me and you. And I will
e
multiply you exceedingly.”
3 Then Abram ffell on his face. And
God talked with him, saying,
4 “As for me, behold, My covenant
is with you and you will be a father
of gmany nations.
5 “Neither will your name anymore
be called Abram, but hyour name will
be Abraham, for I have made you a
i
father of many nations.
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6 “And I will make you exceedingly
fruitful, and I will make nations of
you, and jkings will come out of you.
7 “And I will establish My covenant
between Me and you and your descendants after you throughout their
generations for an keverlasting covenant, lto be God to you and to myour
descendants after you.
8 n“And I will give to you and to
your descendants after you the land
wherein you are a foreigner, all the
land of Canaan, for an everlasting
possession. And I will be their God.”
9 ¶ And God said to Abraham, o“You
will keep My covenant, therefore,
you and your descendants after you
throughout their generations.
10 p“This is My covenant that you
will keep, between Me and you and
your descendants after you. Every
male child among you will be circumcised.
11 q“And you will circumcise the
flesh of your foreskin, and it will be
a sign of the covenant between Me
and you.
12 “And he who is reight days old
will be circumcised among you, every male child throughout your generations, a servant that is born in the
house or bought with money from
any foreigner, who is not of your descendants.
13 “He who is born in your house
and he swho is bought with your
money must be circumcised. And My
covenant will be in your flesh for an
everlasting covenant.

14 “And the uncircumcised male
child whose flesh of his foreskin is
not circumcised, that soul will be cut
off from his people. He has broken
My covenant.”
15 ¶ Then God said to Abraham, “As
for Sarai your wife, you will not call
her name Sarai, but Sarah will be her
name.
16 “And I will bless her and give
you ta son also by her. Yes, I will bless
her and she will be a mother of nations; ukings of people will come
from her.”
17 Then Abraham vfell on his face
and laughed, and said in his heart,
“Will a child be born to him who is
one hundred years old? And will Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a
child?”
18 And Abraham said to God, “O
that Ishmael might live before You!”
19 Then God said, “Sarah your wife
will indeed bear you wa son. And you
will call his name Isaac. xAnd I will
establish My covenant with him for
an everlasting covenant, and with his
descendants after him.
20 “And as for Ishmael, I have heard
you. Behold, I have blessed him and
y
will make him fruitful. And I will
multiply him exceedingly. He will
beget ztwelve princes and I will make
him a great nation.
21 “But My covenant I will establish with aIsaac, whom Sarah will
bear to you at this set time in the next
year.”
22 Then He finished talking with
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him, and bGod went up from Abraham.
23 ¶ So Abraham took Ishmael his
son, and all who were cborn in his
house, and all who were bought with
his money, every male among the
men of Abraham’s house, and circumcised the flesh of their foreskin
in the very same day, as God had said
to him.
24 And Abraham was ninety-nine
years old when dhe was circumcised
in the flesh of his foreskin.
25 And eIshmael his son was thirteen years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin.
26 In the same day Abraham was
circumcised and his son Ishmael.
27 And all the men of his house, born
in the house, and bought with money
from a foreigner, were circumcised
with him.
Chapter 18
Visitors From God

1 ¶ Then the aLORD appeared to him
in the bplains of Mamre. And he sat
in the tent door in the heat of the day.
2 Then he lifted up his eyes and
looked, and behold, three cmen stood
by him. And when he saw them, he
ran to meet them from the tent door
and bowed himself toward the ground.
3 And he said, “My Lord, if now I
have found favor in your sight, please
do not pass by Your servant.
4 “Please allow a little water to be
brought. dWash your feet and rest
yourselves under the tree.

5 e“And I will bring a piece of bread
and comfort your hearts; after that
you may go on, for you have come
to your servant.” And they said, “Do
as you have said.”
6 Then Abraham hurried into the tent
to Sarah, and said, “Make ready
quickly three measures of fine flour,
knead it and make cakes.”
7 And Abraham ran to the herd and
took a tender and good calf and gave
it to a young man. And he hurried to
prepare it.
8 And he took butter and milk and
the calf that he had dressed, and set
it before them. And he stood by them
under the tree and they ate.
9 Then they said to him, “Where is
Sarah your wife?” And he said,
“There, in the tent.”
10 Then He said, f“I will certainly
return to you about this time next
year. And behold, Sarah your wife
will have a son.” And Sarah heard it
in the tent door that was behind him.
11 Now gAbraham and Sarah were
old and well stricken in age. Sarah
had passed the age of childbearing.
12 Therefore, Sarah laughed within
herself, saying, “After I have become
old will I have pleasure, my hlord being also old?”
13 Then the LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, saying,
‘Will I indeed bear a child when I
am so old?’
14 i“Is anything too hard for the
LORD? At the time appointed I will
return to you at the jappointed time
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next year and Sarah will have a son.”
15 Then Sarah denied, saying, “I did
not laugh,” for she was afraid. And
He said, “No, but you did laugh.”
Abraham’s Pleas for Sodom

16 ¶ So kthe men rose up from there
and looked toward Sodom. And
Abraham went with them to bring
them on the way.
17 lAnd the LORD said, “Will I hide
from Abraham the thing that mI will
do,
18 “since Abraham will surely become a great and mighty nation, and
n
all the nations of the earth will be
blessed in him?
19 “For oI know him, that he will
command his children and his household after him. And they will pkeep
the way of the LORD by doing righteousness and justice, so that the
LORD may bring on Abraham qthat
which he has spoken about him.”
20 So the LORD said, r“Because the
outcry of Sodom and Gomorrah is
great, and because their sin is very
grievous,
21 s“I will go down now and see if
they have done entirely according to
its outcry that has come to Me. And
if not, I will know.”
22 ¶ Then the tmen turned their faces
from there and went toward Sodom.
But Abraham still stood before the
u
LORD.
23 And Abraham drew near, and
said, “vWill You also destroy the righteous with the wicked?

24 “Suppose there are fifty righteous
within the city. Will You also destroy
it and not spare the place for the fifty
righteous who are in it?
25 “Far be it from You to do such a
thing, to slay the righteous with the
wicked, wso that the righteous should
be as the wicked. Far be it from You.
Will not the xJudge of all the earth
do right?”
26 So the LORD said, “If I find in
Sodom fifty righteous within the city,
then I will spare all the place for their
sakes.”
27 Then Abraham answered and
said, “Behold now, I have taken it
upon myself to speak to the Lord,
y
who am but dust and ashes.
28 “Suppose there will lack five of
the fifty righteous. Will You destroy
all the city for lack of five?” And He
said, “If I find there forty-five, I will
not destroy it.”
29 And he spoke to Him yet again,
and said, “Suppose there will be forty
found there.” And He said, “I will not
do it for forty’s sake.”
30 Then he said to Him, z“Oh let not
the Lord be angry, and I will speak.
Suppose there will be thirty found
there.” And He said, “I will not do it
if I find thirty there.”
31 And he said, “Behold now, I have
taken it upon myself to speak to the
Lord. Suppose there will be twenty
found there.” And He said, “I will not
destroy it for twenty’s sake.”
32 Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord
be angry, and I will speak yet but this
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once. Suppose ten will be found
there.” And He said, “I will not destroy it for ten’s sake.”
33 Then the aLORD went His way
as soon as He had finished communing with Abraham. And Abraham returned to his place.
Chapter 19
Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah

1 ¶ Now there came atwo angels to
Sodom at evening as Lot sat at the
gate of Sodom. When bLot saw them,
he rose up to meet them. And he
bowed himself with his face to the
ground.
2 Then he said, “Behold now, my
lords, please turn into your servant’s
house and stay all night, and wash
your feet, and you will rise up early
and go on your way.” And they said,
“No, but we will stay in the street all
night.”
3 But he strongly urged them, so they
turned in to him and entered into his
house. cAnd he made them a feast and
baked unleavened bread. And they
ate.
4 ¶ But before they laid down, dthe
men of the city, even the men of
Sodom, surrounded the house, both
old and young, all the people from
every quarter.
5 Then they called to Lot and said
to him, e“Where are the men who
came in to you this night? Bring them
out to us so that we may have relations with them.”
6 So Lot went out to them at the door,

and shut the door after him.
7 And he said, “Please, my brothers,
do not behave wickedly.
8 “Behold now, fI have two daughters who have not had relations with
man. Please let me bring them out to
you, and you do to them as is good
in your eyes; only do nothing to these
men, for they have come under the
shelter of my roof.”
9 But they said, “Stand back.” And
they said again, “This one came in
to stay, and he gacts as a judge. Now
we will deal worse with you than with
them.” And they pressed hard upon
the man Lot and came near to break
the door.
10 But hthe men put forth their hand
and pulled Lot into the house to them.
And they shut the door.
11 And ithey struck the men who
were at the door of the house with
blindness, both small and great, so
that they became weary trying to find
the door.
12 ¶ Then the men said to Lot, “Do
you have anyone else here? A sonin-law, and your sons, and your
daughters, and whomever you have
in the city, bring them out of this
place,
13 “for we will destroy this place.
Because their joutcry has become so
great before the face of the LORD,
the kLORD has sent us to destroy it.”
14 So Lot went out and spoke to his
sons-in-law who married his daughters. And he said, “Up, get out of this
place, for the LORD will destroy this
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city.” lBut to his sons-in-law he
seemed as one who mocked.
15 And when the morning arose, the
angels urged Lot, saying, “Arise, take
your wife and your two daughters
who are here, lest you be consumed
in the iniquity of the city.”
16 But while he lingered, the mmen
laid hold on his hand and on the hand
of his wife and on the hand of his
two daughters, the LORD being merciful to him. And they brought him
out and set him outside the city.
17 Now it came to pass when they
had brought them outside, that he
said, n“Escape for your life. oDo not
look behind you, neither stay in all
the pplain. Escape to qthe mountain,
lest you be consumed.”
18 But Lot said to them, “Oh, not
so, my Lord!
19 “Behold now, your servant has
found grace in your sight and you
have magnified your mercy that you
have showed to me in saving my life.
And I cannot escape to the mountain,
lest some evil overtake me and I die.
20 “Behold now, this city is near to
flee to, and it is a little one. Please,
let me escape there (is it not a little
one?) and my soul will live.”
21 Then he said to him, “See, I have
favored you concerning this thing
also, that I will not overthrow this city
for which you have spoken.
22 “Hurry, escape there, for I cannot do anything until you arrive
there.” Therefore, the name of the
city was called Zoar.
23 ¶ The sun had risen over the earth

when Lot entered into Zoar.
24 Then the LORD rrained upon
Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone
and fire from the LORD out of heaven.
25 And she overthrew those cities
and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew upon
the ground.
26 But his twife looked back from
behind him, and she became a pillar
of salt.
27 ¶ Then Abraham arose early in
the morning and went to uthe place
where he stood before the LORD.
28 And he looked toward Sodom and
Gomorrah, and toward all the land
of the plain, and he saw, and behold,
the smoke of the country went up as
the vsmoke of a furnace.
29 ¶ Now it came to pass when God
destroyed the cities of the plain, that
w
God remembered Abraham, and
x
sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow when He overthrew the cities
in which Lot dwelt.
The Two Daughters of Lot

30 ¶ Now Lot went up out of Zoar
and dwelt in the mountain and his two
daughters with him, for he feared to
dwell in Zoar. And he dwelt in a cave,
he and his two daughters.
31 And the firstborn said to the
younger, “Our father is old and there
is not a man on the earth to come in
to us after the manner of all the earth.
32 “Come, let us make our father
drink wine, and we will lie with him
so that we may preserve a lineage for
our father.”
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33 And they made their father drink
wine that night. And the firstborn
went in and lay with her father, and
he did not perceive when she lay
down nor when she arose.
34 Then it came to pass on the following day that the firstborn said to
the younger, “Behold, I lay last night
with my father. Now let us make him
drink wine this night also, and you
go in and lie with him so that we may
preserve a lineage for our father.”
35 And they made their father drink
wine that night also. And the younger
arose and lay with him, and he did
not perceive when she lay down, nor
when she arose.
36 ¶ Thus both the daughters of Lot
were with child by their father.
37 And the firstborn bore a son and
called his name yMoab. The same is
the father of the Moabites to this day.
38 And the younger also bore a son
and called his name Benammi. The
same is the father of the children of
z
Ammon to this day.
Chapter 20
Abraham and Abimelech

1 ¶ Now Abraham journeyed afrom
there toward bthe Negev and settled
between Kadesh and Shur. He then
sojourned in cGerar.
2 And Abraham said of Sarah his wife,
“dShe is my sister.” And eAbim-elech,
king of Gerar, sent and took Sarah.
3 fBut God came to Abimelech in a
dream by night and said to him, “Behold, you are a dead man because of
the woman whom you have taken, for

she is a man’s wife.”
4 But Abimelech had not come near
her. And he said, “Lord, will you slay
also a righteous nation?
5 “Did he not say to me, ‘She is my
sister’? And gshe, herself said, ‘He is
my brother.’ In hthe integrity of my
heart and innocency of my hands I
have done this.”
6 Then God said to him in a dream,
“Yes, I know that you did this in the
integrity of your heart, for I also withheld you from sinning against Me.
Therefore, I did not allow you to
touch her.
7 “Now therefore, restore the man
his wife for ihe is a prophet. And he
will pray for you and you will live.
And if you do not restore her, know
that you will surely die, you and all
who are yours.”
8 ¶ Therefore, Abimelech rose early
in the morning and called all his servants. And he told all these things in
their ears. And the men were very
afraid.
9 jThen Abimelech called Abraham
and said to him, “What have you
done to us? And how have I offended
you, that you have brought on me and
on my kingdom a great sin? You have
done deeds to me that ought not be
done.”
10 And Abimelech said to Abraham,
“What have you seen, that you have
done this thing?”
11 Then Abraham said, “Because I
thought, surely the fear of God is not
in this place, and kthey will kill me
because of my wife.”
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12 “And indeed, she is my sister. She
is the daughter of my father, but not
the daughter of my mother. And she
became my wife.”
13 “And it came to pass when God
caused me to wander from my
father’s house, that I said to her, ‘This
is your kindness that you will show
to me: at every place where we will
go, lsay of me, “He is my brother.”’”
14 ¶ And mAbimelech took sheep
and oxen, and male and female servants, and gave them to Abraham.
And he restored to him Sarah his
wife.
15 And Abimelech said, n“Behold,
my land is before you. Settle where
it pleases you.”
16 Then to Sarah he said, “Behold,
I have given your brother a thousand
pieces of silver. Behold, it is your vindication before all who are with you,
and before all men you are cleared.”
Thus she was rebuked.
17 ¶ So oAbraham prayed to God,
and God healed Abimelech and his
wife and his female servants. Then
they bore children.
18 pFor the LORD had closed up
all the wombs of the house of
Abimelech because of Sarah,
Abraham’s wife.

Abraham a son in his old age, at the
c
set time of which God had spoken
to him.
3 And Abraham called the name of
his son that was born to him, whom
Sarah bore to him, dIsaac.
4 Then Abraham circumcised his son
Isaac when he was eeight days old,
as God had commanded him.
5 Now Abraham was fone hundred
years old when his son Isaac was
born to him.
6 Then Sarah said, “God has made
me glaugh so that all who hear will
laugh with me.”
7 And she said, h“Who would have
said to Abraham that Sarah should
have given children suck? Yet I have
borne him a son in his old age.”
Sending Away of Hagar and Ishmael

8 ¶ Now the child grew and was
weaned. And Abraham made a great
feast the same day that Isaac was
weaned.
9 Now Sarah saw the ison of Hagar
the Egyptian, whom she had borne
to Abraham, mocking.
10 Therefore, she said to Abraham,
j
“Cast out this bondwoman and her
son, for the son of this bondwoman
will not be heir with my son, even
with Isaac.”
Chapter 21
11 kNow the thing was very distressBirth of Isaac
ful in Abraham’s sight because of his
1 ¶ aSo the LORD visited Sarah as son.
He had said. And the LORD did to 12 So God said to Abraham, “Let it
Sarah as He had spoken.
not be distressful in your sight be2 For bSarah conceived, and bore cause of the lad, and because of your
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bondwoman. In all that Sarah has
said to you, hearken to her voice, for
l
in Isaac will your descendants be
named.
13 “And also of the mson of the bondwoman I will make a nation, because
he is your descendant.”
14 So Abraham rose up early in the
morning and took bread and a bottle
of water, and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, and the child,
and sent her away. And she departed
and wandered in the wilderness of
n
Beersheba.
15 ¶ And the water was used up in
the bottle, and she laid the child under one of the shrubs.
16 Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about a
bowshot away, for she said, “Let me
not see the death of the child.” And
she sat opposite him and olifted up
her voice and wept.
17 Then God pheard the voice of the
lad. And the angel of God called to
Hagar out of heaven, and said to her,
“What is the matter with you, Hagar?
q
Do not fear, for God has heard the
voice of the lad where he is.
18 “Arise, lift up the lad and hold
him in your hand, rfor I will make of
him a great nation.”
19 Then God opened her eyes and
she saw sa well of water. Then she
went and filled the bottle with water,
and gave the lad a drink.
20 And tGod was with the lad. And
he grew and dwelt in the wilderness,
and became an archer.

21 And uhe dwelt in the wilderness
of Paran. And his mother took a wife
for him out of the land of Egypt.
Treaty at Beersheba

22 ¶ Now it came to pass at that time
that vAbimelech and Phichol, the
chief captain of his army, spoke to
Abraham, saying, w“God is with you
in all that you do.
23 “Now therefore swear to me here
by God that you will not deal falsely
with me, nor with my son, nor with
my son’s son. But according to the
kindness that I have done to you, you
will do to me and to the land wherein
you have sojourned.”
24 Then Abraham said, “I will
swear.”
25 ¶ Then Abraham rebuked
Abimelech because of a well of water that Abimelech’s servants had
x
violently taken away.
26 And Abimelech said, “I do not
know who has done this thing. You
did not tell me, nor did I hear of it
until today.”
27 So Abraham took sheep and oxen
and gave them to Abimelech, and
y
both of them made a covenant.
28 And Abraham set seven ewe
lambs of the flock by themselves.
29 And Abimelech said to Abraham,
“What do these seven ewe lambs mean
that you have set by themselves?”
30 And he said, “You will take these
seven ewe lambs from my hand so
that they may be a witness to me, that
I have dug this well.”
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31 Therefore, he called that place
z
Beersheba, because there both of
them swore an oath.
32 Thus they made a covenant at
Beersheba. Then Abimelech rose up,
and Phichol the chief captain of his
army, and they returned to the land
of the Philistines.
33 Then Abraham planted a grove
in Beersheba, and there he acalled on
the name of the LORD, the bever-lasting God.
34 And Abraham sojourned in the
c
Philistines’ land many days.
Chapter 22
Testing of Abraham

1 ¶ Now it came to pass after these
things that aGod tested bAbraham.
And He said to him, “Abraham.” And
he said, “Behold, here I am.”
2 Then He said, “Take now your son,
c
your only son Isaac whom you love,
and go into the land of dMoriah and
offer him there as a eburnt offering
upon one of the mountains that I will
tell you.”
3 ¶ Then Abraham rose up early in
the morning and saddled his donkey.
And he took two of his young men
with him and Isaac his son, and split
the wood for the burnt offering. Then
he rose up and went to the place of
which God had told him.
4 Then on the third day Abraham
lifted up his eyes and saw the place
afar off.
5 And Abraham said to his young
men, “Stay here with the donkey. I

and the lad will go there and worship. And we will come again to
you.”
6 So Abraham took the wood of the
burnt offering, and flaid it upon Isaac
his son. Then he took the fire in his
hand and a knife, and both of them
went together.
7 And Isaac spoke to Abraham his
father, and said, “My father.” And he
said, “Here I am, my son.” And he
said, “Behold the fire and the wood,
but where is the glamb for a burnt
offering?”
8 Then Abraham said, “My son, God
will provide for Himself a lamb for
a burnt offering.” So both of them
went together.
9 ¶ Then they came to the hplace that
God had told him. And Abraham
built an ialtar there and laid the wood
in order. And he bound Isaac his son
and jlaid him on the altar upon the
wood.
10 And Abraham stretched forth his
hand and took the knife to slay his
son.
11 Then kthe angel of the LORD
called to him out of heaven, and said,
“Abraham, Abraham.” And he said,
“Here I am.”
12 And he said, “Do not lay your
hand upon the lad, nor do anything
to him, for now I know that you fear
God, seeing you have not withheld
your son, lyour only son from Me.”
13 Then Abraham lifted up his eyes,
and looked, and behold, behind him
a ram caught in a thicket by his horns.
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And Abraham went and took the ram
and offered him up for a burnt offering in the place of his son.
14 So Abraham called the name of
that place “The-LORD-Will-Provide,” as it is said to this day, “In the
mountain of the LORD mit will be
provided.”
15 Then the angel of the LORD
called to Abraham out of heaven a
second time.
16 And He said, n“By Myself I have
sworn,” says the LORD, “because
you have done this thing and have
not withheld your son, your only son,
17 “that in blessing I will bless you,
and in multiplying I will multiply
your descendants as the ostars of
heaven and as the psand that is upon
the sea shore. And qyour descendants
will possess the gate of their enemies.
18 “And rin your seed will all the
nations of the earth be blessed, because you have sobeyed My voice.”
19 tSo Abraham returned to his
young men, and they rose up and
went together to Beersheba. And
Abraham settled at Beersheba.
20 ¶ Then it came to pass after these
things that it was told Abraham, saying, “Behold, uMilcah, she has also
borne children to your brother
Nahor:
21 “Huz his firstborn and Buz his brother, and Kemuel the father of Aram
22 “and Chesed and Hazo and Pildash and Jidlaph and Bethuel.”
23 And Bethuel begot vRebekah.
These eight Milcah bore to Nahor,

Abraham’s brother.
24 And his concubine, whose name
was Reumah, bore also Tebah and
Gaham and Thahash and Maachah.
Chapter 23
Death of Sarah

1 ¶ Now Sarah was one hundred and
twenty-seven years old. These were
the years of the life of Sarah.
2 Then Sarah died in aKirjath Arba.
The same is Hebron in the land of
Canaan. And Abraham came to
mourn for Sarah and to weep for her.
3 And Abraham rose up from before his dead, and spoke to the sons
of bHeth, saying,
4 “I am ca foreigner and a sojourner
with you. Give me a possession for a
burial site with you so that I may bury
my dead out of my sight.”
5 Then the children of Heth answered Abraham, saying to him,
6 “Hear us, my lord. You are a
mighty dprince among us. In the
choice of our graves, bury your dead.
None of us will withhold from you
his grave so that you may bury your
dead.”
7 Then Abraham stood up and
bowed himself to the people of the
land, even to the children of Heth.
8 And he communed with them, saying, “If it is your wish that I should
bury my dead out of my sight, hear
me and approach eEphron, the son
of Zohar for me,
9 “so that he may give me the cave
of Machpelah which he has, that is
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at the end of his field; for as much
money as it is worth he will give it to
me for a possession of a burial site
among you.”
10 And Ephron dwelt among the
children of Heth. And Ephron the
Hittite answered Abraham in the audience of the children of Heth, even
f
of all who went in at the gate of his
city, saying,
11 “No, my lord, hear me. The field
I give to you and the cave that is
therein, I give it to you, in the presence of the sons of my people I give
it to you. Bury your dead.”
12 Then Abraham bowed down himself before the people of the land.
13 And he spoke to Ephron in the
audience of the people of the land,
saying, “But if you will give it, please
hear me. I will give you money for
the field. Take it from me and I will
bury my dead there.”
14 Then Ephron answered Abraham,
saying to him,
15 “My lord, listen to me. The land
is worth four hundred gshekels of silver. What is that between me and
you? Bury, therefore, your dead.”
16 So Abraham listened to Ephron.
And Abraham hweighed to Ephron
the silver that he had named in the
audience of the sons of Heth, four
hundred shekels of silver, current
money with the merchant.
17 ¶ So the ifield of Ephron that was
in Machpelah which was before
Mamre, the field, and the cave that
was therein, and all the trees that

were in the field that were in the territory all around, were made sure
18 to Abraham for a possession in
the jpresence of the children of Heth,
before all who went in at the gate of
his city.
19 So after this, Abraham buried
Sarah his wife in the cave of the field
of Machpelah before Mamre. The
same is Hebron in the land of
Canaan.
20 And the field, and the cave that is
therein, were made sure to Abraham
for a possession of a burial place by
the sons of Heth.
Chapter 24
Isaac and Rebekah

1 ¶ Now Abraham was old and well
stricken in age. And the LORD had
a
blessed Abraham in all things.
2 So Abraham said to his eldest servant of his house that ruled over all
that he had, b“Please put your hand
under my thigh,
3 “and I will make you swear by the
LORD, the cGod of heaven, and the
God of the earth, that you will not
take a wife for my son from the
daughters of the dCanaanites among
whom I live.
4 “But you will go to emy country
and to my relatives, and take a wife
for my son Isaac.”
5 Then the servant said to him, “Suppose the woman will not be willing
to follow me to this land. Must I take
your son back to the land from where
you came?”
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6 And Abraham said to him,
f
“Beware that you do not take my son
back there.
7 g“The LORD God of heaven, who
took me from my father’s house and
from the land of my relatives, and
who spoke to me, and who swore to
me, saying, h‘To your descendants I
will give this land,’ He will send iHis
angel before you and you will take a
wife for my son from there.
8 “And if the woman will not be
willing to follow you, then you will
be free from this my oath; jonly do
not take my son back there.”
9 And the servant kput his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master
and swore to him concerning that
matter.
10 ¶ Then the servant took ten camels of the camels of his master and
departed, for lall the goods of his
master were in his hand. And he arose
and went to Mesopotamia, to the
m
city of Nahor.
11 And he made his camels to kneel
down outside the city by a nwell of
water at the time of the evening, even
the otime when women go out to draw
water.
12 And he said, p“O LORD God of
my master Abraham, qplease give me
success this day, and show kindness
to my master Abraham.
13 “Behold, rI stand here by the well
of water, and the daughters of the men
of the city come out to draw water.
14 “So let it come to pass that the
damsel to whom I will say, ‘Please

let down your jar so that I may drink,’
and she will say, ‘Drink, and I will
give your camels drink also,’ let the
same be the one whom You have appointed for Your servant Isaac. And
by this I will know that You have
shown kindness to my master.”
15 ¶ Now it came to pass sbefore he
had finished speaking, that behold,
t
Rebekah came out, who was born to
Bethuel, son of Milcah, the wife of
Nahor, Abraham’s brother, with her
jar on her shoulder.
16 And the girl was very ubeautiful
to look upon, a virgin, and no man
had had relations with her. And she
went down to the well and filled her
pitcher and came up.
17 Then the servant ran to meet her,
and said, “Please let me drink a little
water from your jar.”
18 And vshe said, “Drink, my lord.”
And she quickly lowered her jar to
her hand and gave him a drink.
19 And when she had finished giving him a drink, wshe said, “I will also
draw water for your camels until they
have finished drinking.”
20 Then she quickly emptied her jar
into the trough, and ran again to the
well to draw water. And she drew for
all his camels.
21 xAnd the man was gazing at her
in silence, to know whether the
LORD had made his journey successful or not.
22 ¶ Then it came to pass when the
camels had finished drinking, that the
man took a ygolden ring of half a
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shekel in weight, and two bracelets
for her hands, of ten shekels in weight
of gold,
23 and said, “Whose daughter are
you? Please tell me, is there room in
your father’s house for us to lodge
in?”
24 And she said to him, “zI am the
daughter of Bethuel the son of
Milcah, whom she bore to Nahor.”
25 She said again to him, “We have
plenty of both straw and feed, and
room to lodge in.”
26 Then the man abowed down his
head and worshiped the LORD.
27 And he said, b“Blessed be the
LORD God of my master Abraham
who has not forsaken His mercy and
His truth toward my master. For me,
the cLORD has led me in the way to
the house of my master’s brethren.”
28 Then dthe girl ran and told her
mother’s house about these things.
29 ¶ And Rebekah had a brother
whose name was Laban. And eLaban
ran out to the man, to the well.
30 And it came to pass when he saw
the ring and bracelets on his sister’s
hands, and when he heard the words
of Rebekah his sister, saying, “Thus
spoke the man to me,” that he came
to the man, and behold, he was standing by the camels at the well.
31 And he said, f“Come in, blessed
of the LORD. Why do you stand
outside, for gI have prepared the
house, and room for the camels?”
32 ¶ Then the man came into the
house. And he unloaded his camels
and gave straw and feed for the cam-

els, and water to wash his feet and
the men’s feet who were with him.
33 And there was food set before
him to eat. But he said, “I will not
eat until I have told my business.”
And he said, “Speak on.”
34 Then he said, “I am hAbraham’s
servant.
35 “And the iLORD has greatly
blessed my master, and he has become great. And He has given him
j
flocks and herds and silver and gold
and male servants and female servants and camels and donkeys.
36 k“And Sarah my master’s wife
bore a son to my master when she
was old. lAnd he has given him all
that he has.
37 m“And my master made me swear,
saying, ‘You will not take a wife for
my son of the daughters of the
Canaanites, in whose land I dwell.
38 ‘But you will go to my father’s
house and to my relatives, and take a
wife for my son.’
39 n“So I said to my master, ‘Suppose the woman will not follow me.’
40 “Then he said to me, ‘The
o
LORD, before whom I walk, will
send His angel with you and prosper
your way. And you will take a wife
for my son from my relatives and
from my father’s house.
41 p‘Then you will be free from my
oath, when you come to my relatives.
And if they do not give her to you,
you will be free from my oath.’
42 ¶ “Then qI came this day to the
well, and said, ‘O LORD God of my
master Abraham, if now You do pros-

z vs 15 a vss 48,52 b vss 12,42,48 c vs 21 d Gn 29:12 e Gn 29:13 f Gn 29:14 g Gn 18:2-5; 19:2,3 h
vs 2 i vs 1 j Gn 13:2 k Gn 21:1-7 l Gn 25:5 m vss 2-4 n vs 5 o vs 7 p vs 8 q vss 11,12

_____________________
Africa International Missions
www.africainternational.org

International King James Version Old Testament
Genesis 24

35

per my way which I go;
43 ‘behold, rI stand by the well of
water, and it will come to pass that
when the virgin comes forth to draw
water, and I say to her, s“Please give
me a little water from your jar to
drink,”
44 ‘And she says to me, “You drink,
and I will also draw for your camels;” let the same be the woman
whom the LORD has appointed for
my master’s son.’
45 ¶ “And before I had finished
t
speaking in my heart, behold,
u
Rebekah came forth with her pitcher
on her shoulder. And she went down
to the well and drew water. And vI
said to her, ‘Please let me drink.’
46 “And she quickly lowered her jar
from her shoulder, and said, w‘Drink,
and I will give your camels drink
also.’ So I drank, and she made the
camels drink also.
47 “And xI asked her, and said,
‘Whose daughter are you?’ And she
said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel,
Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to
him.’ And I put the ring on her nose
and the bracelets on her hands.
48 “And yI bowed down my head
and worshiped the LORD, and
praised the LORD God of my master Abraham, zwho had led me in the
right way to take my master’s
relative’s daughter for his son.
49 “And now if you will adeal kindly
and truly with my master, tell me.
And if not, let me know so that I may
turn to the right hand or to the left.”
50 ¶ Then Laban and Bethuel an-

swered and said, “The thing comes
from the LORD. bWe cannot speak
to you bad or good.
51 “Behold, Rebekah is before you,
take her and go, and let her be your
master’s son’s wife, as the LORD has
spoken.”
52 ¶ Now it came to pass when Abraham’s servant heard their words, that
he worshiped the LORD, cbowing
himself to the ground.
53 And the servant brought forth
d
jewels of silver and jewels of gold
and clothing, and gave them to
Rebekah. He also gave precious
things to her brother and to her
mother.
54 And they ate and drank, he and
the men who were with him. And they
tarried all night. Then they rose up
in the morning, and he said, “eSend
me away to my master.”
55 Then her brother and her mother
said, f“Let the girl remain with us a
few days, at the least ten. After that
she may go.”
56 Then he said to them, “Do not
delay me, since the LORD has prospered my way. Send me away so that
I may go to my master.”
57 And they said, “We will call the
girl and inquire at her mouth.”
58 So they called Rebekah, and said
to her, “Will you go with this man?”
And she said, “I will go.”
59 So they sent away Rebekah their
sister and gher nurse, with Abraham’s
servant and his men.
60 And they blessed Rebekah, and
said to her, “You are our sister. hBe
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the mother of thousands of ten thousands. And may iyour descendants
possess the gate of those who hate
them.”
61 ¶ So Rebekah arose, and her
maids, and they rode upon the camels, and followed the man. And the
servant took Rebekah and went his
way.
62 Then Isaac came from the way
of jBeer Lahai Roi, for he dwelt in
k
the Negev.
63 And Isaac went out to lmeditate
in the field at the eventide. And he
m
lifted up his eyes, and saw, and behold, camels were coming.
64 And Rebekah lifted up her eyes,
and when she saw Isaac, she dismounted from the camel,
65 for she had said to the servant,
“What man is this who walks in the
field to meet us?” And the servant had
said, “It is my master.” Therefore, she
took a veil and covered herself.
66 Then the servant told Isaac all
things that he had done.
67 So Isaac brought her into his
mother Sarah’s tent. And he took
Rebekah and she became his wife.
And nhe loved her. And Isaac was
comforted after ohis mother’s death.
Chapter 25
Death of Abraham

3 Now Jokshan begot Sheba and
Dedan. And the sons of Dedan were
Asshurim and Letushim and Leummim.
4 And the sons of Midian were
Ephah and Epher and Hanoch and
Abidah and Eldaah. All these were
the children of Keturah.
5 bSo Abraham gave all that he had
to Isaac.
6 But to the sons of the concubines
which Abraham had, Abraham gave
gifts and sent them away from Isaac
his son, while he still lived, eastward,
to the land of the east.
7 ¶ And these are the days of the
years of Abraham’s life that he lived,
c
one hundred and seventy-five years.
8 Then Abraham breathed his last
and died in a dgood old age, an old
man and full of years. And he was
e
gathered to his people.
9 And his sons Isaac and Ishmael
buried him in the fcave of Machpelah,
in the field of Ephron the son of
Zohar the Hittite, that is before
Mamre,
10 the field that Abraham purchased
from the sons of Heth. There Abraham was buried with Sarah his wife.
11 Now it came to pass after the
death of Abraham, that gGod blessed
his son Isaac. And Isaac dwelt by the
h
well Lahairoi.

1 ¶ Then again Abraham took a wife,
and her name was Keturah.
Ishmael’s Sons
2 And ashe bore him Zimran and 12 ¶ Now these are the generations
Jokshan and Medan and Midian and of iIshmael, Abraham’s son, whom
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maid, bore to Abraham.
13 And these are the names of the
j
sons of Ishmael, by their names, according to their generations: Nebajoth,the firstborn of Ishmael, and
Kedar and Adbeel and Mibsam
14 and Mishma and Dumah and
Massa,
15 Hadar and Tema, Jetur, Naphish
and Kedemah.
16 These are the sons of Ishmael,
and these are their names, by their
towns and by their camps; ktwelve
princes according to their nations.
17 And these are the years of the life
of Ishmael, lone hundred and thirtyseven years. And he breathed his last
and died, and was mgathered to his
people.
18 And they settled from Havilah to
n
Shur, that is before Egypt, as you go
toward Assyria. And he died oin the
presence of all his brethren.
Jacob and Isau

19 ¶ Now these are the generations
of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham
begot Isaac.
20 And Isaac was forty years old
when he took pRebekah to wife, the
daughter of Bethuel the Syrian of
Padan-aram, the sister to Laban the
Syrian.
21 And Isaac prayed to the LORD
for his wife, because she was barren.
And the qLORD answered him and
Rebekah his wife conceived.
22 And the children struggled together within her. And she said, “If it

be so, why am I this way?” And she
went to inquire from the LORD.
23 Then the LORD said to her,
r
“Two nations are in your womb, and
two manner of people will be separated from your body. sAnd the one
people will be stronger than the other.
And the telder will serve the younger.”
24 Now when her days to be delivered were fulfilled, behold, there
were twins in her womb.
25 And the first came out red all over
like a hairy garment. And they called
his name Esau.
26 Then after that his brother came
out, and uhis hand took hold on
Esau’s heel. And his name was called
Jacob. Now Isaac was vsixty years
old when she gave birth to them.
27 ¶ And the boys grew. And Esau
was a cunning hunter, a man of the
field. And Jacob was a perfect man,
dwelling in tents.
28 And Isaac loved Esau, because
he ate of his game, but Rebekah loved
Jacob.
29 Now Jacob cooked wpottage, and
Esau came from the field. And he was
famished.
30 Then Esau said to Jacob, “Please
feed me with that red pottage, for I
am famished.” Therefore, his name
was called Edom.
31 Then Jacob said, “Sell me this
day your xbirthright.”
32 And Esau said, “Behold, I am
about to die, so what profit will this
birthright be to me?”
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33 Then Jacob said, “Swear to me
this day.” And he swore to him. And
he ysold his birthright to Jacob.
34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and
lentil stew. And he ate and drank, and
rose up and went his way. Thus Esau
despised his birthright.
Chapter 26
Isaac and Abimelech

1 ¶ Now there was a afamine in the
land, besides the first famine that was
in the days of Abraham. And Isaac
went to bAbimelech king of the Philistines to Gerar.
2 And the LORD cappeared to him,
and said, “Do not go down into
Egypt. dDwell in the land that I will
tell you.
3 “Sojourn in this land and eI will be
with you, and will bless you, for fto
you and to your descendants I will
give all these countries. And I will
perform the goath that I swore to
Abraham your father.
4 “And hI will make your descendants to multiply as the stars of
heaven. And I will give to your descendants all these countries, and iin
your descendants will all the nations
of the earth be blessed,
5 “because Abraham obeyed My
voice and kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes and My
laws.”
6 ¶ So Isaac dwelt in Gerar.
7 Then the men of the place asked
him about his wife. And he said, j“She
is my sister,” for he was afraid to say,

“She is my wife,” thinking, “the men
of the place might kill me for
Rebekah, because she was kbeautiful
to look upon.”
8 Now it came to pass when he had
been there a long time, that
Abimelech king of the Philistines
looked out through a window, and
saw, and behold, Isaac was caressing his wife Rebekah.
9 Then Abimelech called Isaac, and
said, “Behold, of a surety she is your
wife. So how could you say, ‘She is
my sister’?” And Isaac said to him,
“Because I said, ‘Lest I die on account of her.’”
10 Then lAbimelech said, “What is
this you have done to us? One of the
people might easily have lain with
your wife, and you would have
brought guilt upon us.”
11 So Abimelech charged all his
people, saying, “He who touches this
man or his wife will surely be put to
death.”
12 ¶ Then Isaac sowed in that land
and received in the same year a hundredfold. And the mLORD blessed
him.
13 And the man became great, and
went forward and grew until he became very great.
14 For nhe had possessions of flocks
and possessions of herds, and a great
household of servants. And the Philistines envied him.
15 For all othe wells that his father’s
servants had dug in the days of Abraham his father, the Philistines had
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stopped them and filled them with
earth.
16 Then Abimelech said to Isaac,
“Go from us, for you are much
greater than us.”
17 ¶ So Isaac departed from there
and pitched his tent in the valley of
Gerar, and settled there.
18 And Isaac dug again the wells of
water that they had dug in the days
of Abraham his father, for the Philistines had stopped them after the death
of Abraham. And he called their
names after the names by which his
father had called them.
19 Now Isaac’s servants dug in the
valley and found there a well of
springing water.
20 And the herdsmen of Gerar quarreled with Isaac’s herdsmen, saying,
“The water is ours.” And he called
the name of the well Esek, because
they strove with him.
21 And they dug another well, and
they quarreled for that also. And he
called the name of it Sitnah.
22 So he moved from there and dug
another well, and for that they did
not quarrel. And he called the name
of it Rehoboth. And he said, p“For
now the LORD has made room for
us and we will be fruitful in the land.”
23 ¶ Then he went up from there to
q
Beersheba.
24 And the LORD rappeared to him
the same night, and said, s“I am the
God of Abraham your father. Do not
fear, for I am with you and twill bless
you, and multiply your descendants
for My servant Abraham’s sake.”

25 So he built an ualtar there, and
called on the name of the LORD. And
he pitched his tent there. And there
Isaac’s servants dug a well.
26 ¶ Then vAbimelech went to him
from Gerar with Ahuzzath one of his
friends, and Phichol the chief captain of his army.
27 And Isaac said to them, “Why
have you come to me, seeing you hate
me and have sent me away from
you?”
28 And they said, “We saw plainly
that the wLORD was with you. And
we said, ‘Let there now be an oath
between us, even between us and
you, and let us make a covenant with
you,
29 ‘so that you will do us no harm,
just as we have not touched you, and
as we have done to you nothing but
good, and have sent you away in
peace. You are now the blessed of
the LORD.’”
30 So he made them a feast, and they
ate and drank.
31 Then in the morning they arose
early and xswore to one another. And
Isaac sent them away, and they departed from him in peace.
32 Now it came to pass the same
day that Isaac’s servants came and
told him concerning the well that they
had dug. And they said to him, “We
have found water.”
33 So he called it yShebah. Therefore, the name of the city is Beersheba to this day.
34 ¶ And Esau was forty years old
when zhe took to wife Judith the
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daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and
Bashemath the daughter of Elon the
Hittite.
35 And athey brought grief to Isaac
and to Rebekah.
Chapter 27
Isaac Blesses Jacob

1 ¶ Now it came to pass when Isaac
was old, and ahis eyes were dim so
that he could not see, he called Esau
his beldest son and said to him, “My
son.” And he said to him, “Here I
am.”
2 cAnd he said, “Behold now, I am
old. I do not know the day of my
death.
3 “Now therefore please take your
weapons, your quiver and your bow,
and go out to the field and hunt dgame
for me.
4 “And prepare savory meat for me
such as I love, and bring it to me that
I may eat, so that emy soul may bless
you before I die.”
5 ¶ Now Rebekah heard when Isaac
spoke to Esau his son. And Esau went
to the field to hunt for game and to
bring it.
6 Then fRebekah spoke to Jacob her
son, saying, “Behold, I heard your
father speak to Esau your brother,
saying,
7 ‘Bring me venison and prepare me
savory meat so that I may eat and
bless you before the LORD before
my death.’
8 “Now therefore, my son, gobey my
voice according to what I command
you.

9 “Go now to the flock and bring
me from there two good kids of the
goats. And I will make them savory
meat for your father, such as he loves.
10 “Then you will bring it to your
father so that he may eat, and that he
may bless you before his death.”
11 And Jacob said to Rebekah his
mother, “Behold, Esau my brother is
a hhairy man and I am a smooth man.
12 “Perhaps imy father will feel me
and I will seem to him as a deceiver,
and I will bring a curse upon myself
and not a blessing.”
13 Then his mother said to him,
“Upon me be your curse, my son;
only jobey my voice and go get them
for me.”
14 So he went and got them, and
brought them to his mother. And his
mother made savory meat such as his
father loved.
15 And Rebekah took the best
k
clothes of her elder son Esau, that
were with her in the house. And she
put them on Jacob her younger son.
16 Then she put the skins of the
younger of the goats on his hands,
and on the smooth of his neck.
17 And she gave the savory meat
and the bread that she had prepared
into the hand of her son Jacob.
18 ¶ Then he came to his father, and
said, “My father.” And he said, “Here
I am. Who are you, my son?”
19 Then Jacob said to his father, “I
am Esau your firstborn. I have done
according as you asked me. Please
l
get up, sit and eat of my game so
that myour soul may bless me.”
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20 And Isaac said to his son, “How
is it that you have found it so quickly,
my son?” And he said, n“Because the
LORD your God brought it to me.”
21 Then Isaac said to Jacob, “Please
come near so that oI may feel you,
my son, whether you are really my
son Esau or not.”
22 So Jacob went near to Isaac his
father. And he felt him, and said,
“The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the
hands are the hands of Esau.”
23 And he did not recognize him
because his hands were phairy as his
brother Esau’s hands. So he blessed
him.
24 And he said, “Are you really my
son Esau?” And he said, “I am.”
25 And he said, “Bring it near to me,
and I will eat of my son’s game so
that qmy soul may bless you.” And
he brought it near to him, and he ate.
And he brought him wine and he
drank.
26 Then his father Isaac said to him,
“Come near now and kiss me, my
son.”
27 So he came near and kissed him.
And he smelled the smell of his
clothes, and rblessed him and said,
“See, sthe smell of my son is as the
smell of a field tthat the LORD has
blessed.”
28 “Therefore, uGod give you of the
dew of heaven and the fatness of the
earth and plenty of corn and wine.
29 v“Let people serve you and nations bow down to you. wBe lord over
your brethren and xlet your mother’s

sons bow down to you. yCursed be
everyone who curses you, and
blessed be those who bless you.”
30 ¶ Now it came to pass as soon as
Isaac had made an end of blessing
Jacob, and Jacob had hardly gone out
from the presence of Isaac his father,
that Esau his brother came in from
his hunting.
31 And he also had made savory
meat and brought it to his father. And
he said to his father, z“Let my father
arise and eat of his son’s game so that
a
your soul may bless me.”
32 And Isaac his father said to him,
b
“Who are you?” And he said, “I am
your son, your cfirstborn, Esau.”
33 Then Isaac trembled exceedingly,
and said, “Who? dWhere then is the
one who hunted game and brought it
to me, and I have eaten of all before
you came, and have blessed him?
e
Yes, and he will be blessed.”
34 Now when Esau heard the words
of his father, fhe cried with a great
and exceeding bitter cry, and said to
his father, “Bless me, even me also,
O my father.”
35 Then he said, g“Your brother
came deceitfully and has taken away
your blessing.”
36 And he said, “Is not he rightly
named hJacob. For he has supplanted
me these two times. He took away
my birthright, and behold, now he
has taken away my blessing.” And
he said, “Do you not have a blessing
reserved for me?”
37 And Isaac answered and said to
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Esau, “Behold, I have made him
i
your lord and all his relatives I have
given to him for servants. And with
grain and wine, I have sustained him.
And what will I do now for you, my
son?”
38 Then Esau said to his father, “Do
you have only one blessing, my father? Bless me, even me also, O my
father.” And Esau lifted up his voice
and jwept.
39 ¶ So Isaac his father answered
and ksaid to him, “Behold, your
dwelling will be the lfertility of the
earth and of the dew of heaven from
above.
40 “And by your sword you will live
and will mserve your brother. And it
will come to pass nwhen you become
restless that you will break his yoke
from off your neck.”
Jacob Flees to Laban

41 ¶ So Esau ohated Jacob because
of the blessing with which his father
blessed him. And Esau said in his
heart, “The days of mourning for my
father are near, then I will kill my
brother Jacob.”
42 Now these words of her elder son,
Esau, were told to Rebekah. So she
sent and called Jacob her younger
son, and said to him, “Behold, your
brother Esau is consoling himself
concerning you by planning to kill
you.
43 “Now therefore, my son, pobey
my voice and arise. Flee to Haran to
q
Laban my brother.

44 “And tarry with him ra few days,
until your brother’s fury turns away,
45 “until your brother’s anger turns
away from you, and he forgets swhat
you have done to him. Then I will
send and bring you from there. Why
should I be bereaved also of you both
in one day?”
46 Then Rebekah said to Isaac, “I
am tired of living because of the
t
daughters of Heth. If Jacob takes a
wife of the daughters of Heth, like
these who are of the daughters of the
land, what good will my life be to
me?”
Chapter 28
1 ¶ Then Isaac called Jacob and
blessed him and charged him. And
he said to him, a“You will not take a
wife from the daughters of Canaan.
2 “Arise, go to Padan-aram, to the
house of bBethuel your mother’s father. And from there take for yourself a wife from the daughters of
Laban your mother’s brother.
3 “May cGod Almighty dbless you
and emake you fruitful and fmultiply
you so that you may be a multitude
g
of people.
4 “And may He give you the blessing of Abraham, to you and to your
descendants with you, so that you
may hinherit the land wherein you are
a foreigner, which God gave to Abraham.”
5 So iIsaac sent Jacob away. And he
went to Padan-aram to Laban, son
of Bethuel the Syrian, the brother of
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Rebekah, Jacob’s and Esau’s mother.
6 ¶ Then Esau saw that Isaac had
blessed Jacob and sent him away to
Padan-aram to take for himself a wife
from there, and that as he blessed him
he gave him a charge, saying, j“You
will not take a wife from the daughters of Canaan,”
7 and that Jacob obeyed his father
and his mother and had gone to
Padan-aram.
8 So Esau saw that the kdaughters of
Canaan did not please Isaac his father.
9 Then Esau went to Ishmael and
took Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael, Abraham’s son, the sister of
Nebajoth, to be his wife in laddition
to the wives he had.
Jacob’s Dream

10 ¶ So Jacob went out from
m
Beersheba and went toward nHaran.
11 And he came to a ocertain place
and stayed there all night because the
sun had set. And he took one of the
stones of that place and placed it
under his head. And he lay down in
that place to sleep.
12 Then phe dreamed, and behold, a
ladder was set up on the earth. And
the top of it reached to heaven. And
behold, qthe angels of God were ascending and descending on it.
13 And behold, the rLORD stood
above it and said, “I am sthe LORD
God of Abraham your father and the
God of Isaac. The land on which you

lie, I will tgive it to you and to uyour
descendants.
14 “And your descendants will be
as vthe dust of the earth. And you will
spread out wto the west and to the east
and to the north and to the south. And
in you and in your xdescendants will
all the families of the earth be
blessed.
15 “And behold, yI am with you and
z
will keep you in all places where you
go. And aI will bring you again into
this land, for bI will not leave you
until I have done that which I have
spoken to you.”
16 And Jacob cawoke out of his sleep
and said, d“Surely the LORD is in this
place, and I did not know it.”
17 So he was afraid and said, e“How
awesome is this place! This is none
other but the house of God, and this
is the gate of heaven.”
18 ¶ Then Jacob rose up early in the
morning and took fthe stone that he
had put under his head and set it up
for a pillar. And he poured oil on the
top of it.
19 Then he called the name of that
place Bethel. But at the first the name
of that city was called gLuz.
20 Then Jacob vowed a hvow, saying, i“If God will be with me and will
keep me in this way that I go, and
will give me bread to eat and clothes
to put on,
21 “so that I come again to my
father’s house in peace, then will the
LORD be my God.
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22 “And this stone that I have set
for a pillar will be jGod’s house. kAnd
of all that You will give me I will
surely give a tenth to You.”
Chapter 29
Jacob in Padan-aram

1 ¶ Then Jacob went on his journey
and came into the land of athe people
of the east.
2 And he looked and saw a bwell in
the field. And behold, there were
three flocks of sheep lying by it, for
out of that well they watered the
flocks. And a great stone was on the
well’s mouth.
3 So when all the flocks were gathered there, they rolled the stone from
the well’s mouth and watered the
sheep. And then they put the stone
back on the well’s mouth in its place.
4 ¶ Then Jacob said to them, “My
brothers, from where did you come?”
And they said, “We are from cHaran.”
5 And he said to them, “Do you know
Laban the dson of Nahor?” And they
said, “We know him.”
6 And he said to them, “Is he well?”
And they said, “He is well. And behold, eRachel his daughter is coming
with the sheep.”
7 Then he said, “Behold, it is still
high day. It is not time that the flocks
should be gathered together. Water
the sheep, and go, and feed them.”
8 And they said, “We cannot until
all the flocks are gathered together,
and they roll the stone from the well’s
mouth; then we water the sheep.”
9 ¶ Now while he was still speaking

with them, Rachel came with her
father’s sheep, for she kept them.
10 Now it came to pass when Jacob
saw Rachel the daughter of Laban his
mother’s brother, and the sheep of
Laban his mother’s brother, that
Jacob went near and rolled the stone
from the well’s mouth, and watered
the flock of Laban his mother’s
brother.
11 Then Jacob kissed Rachel, and
lifted up his voice and wept.
12 And Jacob told Rachel that he
was her ffather’s relative, and that he
was Rebekah’s son. And gshe ran and
told her father.
13 ¶ Now it came to pass when
h
Laban heard the news of Jacob his
sister’s son, that he ran to meet him.
And he iembraced him and kissed
him and brought him to his house.
And he told Laban all these things.
14 Then Laban said to him, “Surely
you are jmy bone and my flesh.” And
he stayed with him a month.
Jacob Marries Leah and Rachel

15 ¶ Now Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my relative, should you
therefore serve me for nothing? Tell
me, what will kyour wages be?”
16 Now Laban had two daughters.
The name of the elder was Leah and
the name of the younger was Rachel.
17 Leah had weak eyes, but Rachel
was llovely in form and beautiful.
18 Now Jacob mloved Rachel. And
he said, “I will serve you seven years
for Rachel your younger daughter.”
19 Then Laban said, “It is better that
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I give her to you, than that I should
give her to another man. Stay with
me.”
20 So Jacob served seven years for
Rachel and they seemed to him but a
few days, for the love he had for her.
21 ¶ Then Jacob said to Laban,
“Give me my wife, for my days are
completed, so that I may go in to her.”
22 So Laban gathered together all
the men of the place and made a feast.
23 Now it came to pass in the
evening that he took Leah his daughter and brought her to him. And he
went in to her.
24 Then Laban gave to his daughter, Leah, Zilpah his maid for an
handmaid.
25 Now it came to pass in the morning that, behold, it was Leah. And he
said to Laban, o“What is this you have
done to me? Did I not serve with you
for Rachel? Why then have you
p
deceived me?”
26 Then Laban said, “It must not be
practiced in our country, to give the
younger before the firstborn.
27 q“Complete her week, and we will
give you this one also for the service
that ryou will serve with me for another seven years.”
28 So Jacob did so and completed
her week. And he gave him Rachel
his daughter as his wife.
29 And Laban gave to Rachel his
daughter Bilhah his handmaid to be
her maid.
30 Then he went in also to Rachel,
and she loved Rachel more than Leah.
And he served with Laban for an-

other seven years.
The Children of Jacob

31 ¶ Now when the LORD saw that
Leah was unloved, he opened her
womb. But Rachel was barren.
32 Then Leah conceived and bore a
son, and she called his name Reuben,
for she said, “Surely the LORD has
t
looked upon my affliction. Now
therefore my husband will love me.”
33 Then she conceived again and
bore a son. And she said, u“Because
the LORD has heard that I was unloved, He has therefore given me this
son also.” And she called his name
Simeon.
34 And she conceived again and bore
a son. And she said, “Now this time
my husband will be attached to me
because I have borne him three
sons.” Therefore, he was named
v
Levi.
35 And she conceived again and bore
a son. And she said, “Now I will
w
praise the LORD.” Therefore, she
called his name Judah. Then she
stopped bearing.
Chapter 30
1 ¶ Now when Rachel saw that she
bore Jacob no children, Rachel envied her sister. And she said to Jacob,
a
“Give me children, or else I die.”
2 Then Jacob’s anger was kindled
against Rachel. And he said, “Am I
in God’s place, who has bwithheld
from you the fruit of the womb?”
3 And she said, c“Behold my maid
Bilhah, go in to her and she will bear
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on my knees so that I too may have
children by her.”
4 So dshe gave him Bilhah her
handmaid as a wife, and Jacob went
in to her.
5 And Bilhah conceived and bore
Jacob a son.
6 Then Rachel said, “God has judged
me and has also heard my voice. And
He has given me a son.” Therefore,
she called his name Dan.
7 And Bilhah, Rachel’s maid, conceived again and bore Jacob a second son.
8 And Rachel said, “With great
wrestlings I have wrestled with my
sister, and I have prevailed.” And she
called his name Naphtali.
9 ¶ When Leah saw that she had
stopped bearing, she took Zilpah her
maid and gave her Jacob as a wife.
10 And Zilpah, Leah’s maid, bore
Jacob a son.
11 And Leah said, “What good fortune.” And she called his name Gad.
12 Then Zilpah, Leah’s maid, bore
Jacob a second son.
13 And Leah said, “Happy am I, for
the daughters will call me blessed.”
And she called his name Asher.
14 ¶ Now Reuben went in the days
of wheat harvest and found
e
mandrakes in the field. And he
brought them to his mother Leah.
Then Rachel said to Leah, “Please
give me some of your son’s mandrakes.”
15 And she said to her, “Is it a small
matter that you have taken my husband? And would you also take away

my son’s mandrakes?” And Rachel
said, “Therefore, he will lie with you
tonight for your son’s mandrakes.”
16 And Jacob came out of the field
in the evening, and Leah went out to
meet him. And she said, “You must
come in to me, for surely I have hired
you with my son’s mandrakes.” And
he lay with her that night.
17 And God hearkened to Leah, and
she conceived and bore Jacob the
fifth son.
18 Then Leah said, “God has given
me my wages because I have given
my maiden to my husband.” And she
called his name Issachar.
19 Then Leah conceived again and
bore Jacob the sixth son.
20 And Leah said, “God has endowed me with a good dowry. Now
my husband will dwell with me because I have borne him six sons.”
And she called his name Zebulun.
21 And afterwards she bore a daughter, and called her name Dinah.
22 ¶ And fGod remembered Rachel,
and God hearkened to her and
opened her womb.
23 So she conceived and bore a son,
and said, “God has taken away my
reproach.”
24 And she called his name Joseph,
and said, “The gLORD will add to
me another son.”
Increase of Jacob’s Flocks

25 ¶ Now it came to pass when
Rachel had born Joseph, that Jacob
said to Laban, h“Send me away so
that I may go to my own place and to
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my own country.
26 “Give me my wives and my children ifor whom I have served you,
and let me go, for you know my service that I have done for you.”
27 But Laban said to him, “If it
pleases you and I have found favor
in your eyes, stay with me, for I have
learned by experience jthat the
LORD has blessed me for your
sake.”
28 Then he said, k“Name me your
wages, and I will give it.”
29 And he said to him, “You know
how I have served you, and how your
livestock has been with me.
30 “For it was little that you had
before I came, and it is now increased
to a multitude. And the LORD has
blessed you since my coming. And
now, when will I provide for my own
house also?”
31 So he said, “What will I give
you?” And Jacob said, “You will not
give me anything. If you will do this
thing for me, I will again feed and
keep your flock.
32 “I will pass through all your flock
today, removing from there all the
l
speckled and spotted sheep, and all
the brown ones among the sheep, and
the spotted and speckled among the
goats; and of such will be my wages.
33 “So my honesty will testify for
me in the future when you come to
check concerning my wages. Everyone that is not speckled and spotted
among the goats, and brown among
the sheep, that will be counted stolen with me.”

34 Then Laban said, “Behold, let it
be according to your word.”
35 So he removed that day the male
goats that were ringstreaked and
spotted, and all the female goats that
were speckled and spotted, and every one that had some white on it,
and all the brown among the sheep.
And he gave them into the hand of
his sons.
36 And he set three days’ journey
between himself and Jacob. And
Jacob fed the rest of Laban’s flocks.
37 ¶ Then Jacob took rods of green
poplar and of the hazel and chestnut
tree, and peeled white strips in them,
and made the white appear that was
in the rods.
38 And he set the rods that he had
peeled before the flocks in the gutters in the watering troughs when the
flocks came to drink so that they
should conceive when they came to
drink.
39 So the flocks conceived before
the rods, and brought forth striped,
speckled and spotted.
40 Then Jacob separated the lambs
and set the faces of the flocks toward
the striped and all the brown in the
flock of Laban. And he put his own
flocks by themselves and did not put
them with Laban’s livestock.
41 Now it came to pass whenever
the stronger livestock conceived, that
Jacob laid the rods before the eyes
of the livestock in the gutters so that
they might conceive among the rods.
42 But when the flocks were feeble,
he did not put them in. So the feebler
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were Laban’s and the stronger
Jacob’s.
43 So mthe man increased exceedingly. And he had much livestock,
and female and male servants, and
camels and donkeys.
Chapter 31
Jacob Flees From Laban

1 ¶ Now Jacob heard the words of
Laban’s sons, saying, “Jacob has
taken away all that was our father’s,
and of that which was our father’s he
has acquired all this glory.”
2 And Jacob beheld the attitude of
Laban, and behold, it was not toward
him as before.
3 ¶ And the LORD said to Jacob,
“Return to the land of your fathers
and to your relatives, and aI will be
with you.”
4 Then Jacob sent and called Rachel
and Leah to the field to his flock.
5 And he said to them, “I see your
father’s attitude, that it is not toward
me as before, but bthe God of my father has been with me.
6 “And you know that with all my
power I have served your father.
7 “And your father has cdeceived me
and dchanged my wages ten times.
But eGod did not allow him to hurt
me.
8 “If he said thus, ‘The speckled will
be your wages,’ then all the flock
bore speckled. And if he said thus,
‘The striped will be your wages,’ then
all the flock bore striped.
9 “Thus God has taken away the flock
of your father and given them to me.”

10 “Now it came to pass at the time
when the flock conceived, that I lifted
up my eyes and saw in a dream, and
behold, the rams that leaped upon the
flock were streaked, speckled and
spotted.
11 “And the fangel of God spoke to
me in a dream, saying, ‘Jacob,’ and I
said, ‘Here I am.’
12 “And he said, ‘Lift up your eyes
now and see all the rams that leap
upon the flocks are streaked, speckled and spotted. For I have seen all
that Laban does to you.
13 ‘I am gthe God of Bethel, where
you hanointed the pillar, and where
you vowed a vow to Me. Now arise
and get out of this land and ireturn to
the land of your relatives.’”
14 Then Rachel and Leah answered
and said to him, “Is there still any
portion or inheritance for us in our
father’s house?
15 “Are we not considered by him
as foreigners? For jhe has sold us and
has also entirely consumed our
money.
16 “For all the riches that God has
taken from our father is ours and our
children’s. Now then, do whatever
God has said to you.”
17 ¶ Then Jacob rose up and set his
sons and his wives on camels.
18 And he carried away all his livestock and all his goods that he had
gathered, his acquired livestock that
he had gathered in Paddan-aram, kto
go to Isaac his father in the land of
Canaan.
19 Now Laban went to shear his
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sheep. And Rachel had stolen the
l
idols that were her father’s.
20 So Jacob deceived Laban the
Syrian by not telling him that he was
fleeing.
21 So he fled with all that he had.
And he rose up and passed over the
river, and set his face toward the
mountains of mGilead.
22 ¶ Then it was told Laban on the
third day that Jacob had fled.
23 Then he took his brothers with
him and pursued after him seven
days’ journey. And they overtook him
in the mountains of Gilead.
24 Now nGod came to Laban the
Syrian in a odream by night. And He
said to him, p“Take heed that you do
not speak to Jacob either good or
bad.”
25 ¶ Then Laban overtook Jacob.
Now Jacob had pitched his tent in
the mountain. And Laban, with his
brothers, camped in the mountains
of Gilead.
26 And Laban said to Jacob, “What
have you done, that you have gone
away unaware to me, and carried
away my daughters as captives taken
with the sword?
27 “Why did you flee away secretly,
and steal away from me, and did not
tell me so that I might have sent you
away with joy and with songs, with
q
timbrel and with rlyre;
28 “and have not allowed me sto kiss
my sons and my daughters? You have
now done foolishly in doing this.
29 “It is in the power of my hand to
do you harm. But tthe God of your

father spoke to me last night, saying,
u
‘Take heed that you do not speak to
Jacob either good or bad.’
30 “And now you have indeed gone
away because you longed greatly after your father’s house. But why have
you stolen vmy gods?”
31 And Jacob answered and said to
Laban, “Because I was afraid, for I
thought that you would take your
daughters from me by force.
32 w“With whomever you find your
gods, let him not live; in the presence of our kinsmen point out what
is yours with me, and take it for yourself.” For Jacob did not know that
Rachel had stolen them.
33 ¶ And Laban went into Jacob’s
tent and into Leah’s tent, and into the
two maidservants’ tents. But he did
not find them. Then he went out of
Leah’s tent and entered into Rachel’s
tent.
34 Now Rachel had taken the images and put them in the camel’s
saddle, and sat upon them. And
Laban searched all the tent, but did
not find them.
35 And she said to her father, “Let it
not displease my lord that I cannot
rise up before you, for the manner of
women is upon me.” And he
searched, but did not find the images.
36 ¶ Now Jacob was angry and contended with Laban. And Jacob answered and said to Laban, “What is
my trespass? What is my sin, that you
have so hotly pursued after me?
37 “Though you have searched all
my goods, what have you found of
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all your household goods? Set it here
before my kinsmen and your kinsmen so that they may judge between
us both.
38 “These twenty years I have been
with you. Your ewes and your female
goats have not miscarried their
young, and I have not eaten the rams
of your flock.
39 “That which was torn by beasts I
did not bring to you. I bore the loss
of it. You required it of my hand
whether stolen by day or stolen by
night.
40 “This was my situation: In the
day the drought consumed me and
the frost by night. And my sleep departed from my eyes.
41 “Thus I have been twenty years
in your house. xI served you fourteen
years for your two daughters and six
years for your flock. And you have
y
changed my wages ten times.
42 “If zthe God of my father, the God
of Abraham, and the fear of Isaac,
had not been with me, surely you
would have now sent me away empty.
a
God has seen my affliction and the
labor of my hands, so He brendered
judgment last night.”
43 ¶ Then Laban answered and said
to Jacob, “These daughters are my
daughters, and these children are my
children, and cthese flocks are my
flocks. And all that you see is mine.
And what can I do this day to these
my daughters, or to their children
whom they have borne?
44 “Now therefore come, let us
d
make a covenant, you and I, and let

it be for a witness between you and
me.”
45 And Jacob took a estone and set
it up for a pillar.
46 Then Jacob said to his kinsmen,
“Gather stones.” And they took
stones and made a heap. And they
ate there by the heap.
47 And Laban fcalled it Jegarsahaduth, but Jacob called it Galeed.
48 And Laban said, “This heap is a
witness between you and me this
day.” Therefore, the name of it was
called Galeed,
49 and gMizpah, for he said, “The
LORD watch between you and me
when we are absent from one another.
50 “If you will mistreat my daughters, or if you will take other wives
beside my daughters, although no
man is with us, see, hGod is witness
between you and me.”
51 ¶ And Laban said to Jacob, “Behold this heap, and behold this pillar
that I have cast between you and me.
52 “This heap is a witness and this
pillar is a witness so that I will not
pass over this heap to you, and that
you will not pass over this heap and
this pillar to me, for harm.
53 i“The God of Abraham, and the
God of Nahor, the God of their father, judge between us.” And Jacob
swore by the jfear of his father Isaac.
54 kThen Jacob offered sacrifice
upon the mountain, and called his
kinsmen to eat the meal. And they
ate the meal and tarried all night in
the mountain.
55 And early in the morning Laban
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rose up and lkissed his sons and his
daughters, and blessed them. Then
Laban departed and returned to his
place.
Chapter 32
Jacob Prepares to Meet Esau

1 ¶ So Jacob went on his way, and
a
the angels of God met him.
2 And when Jacob saw them, he said,
“This is God’s host.” And he called
the name of that place bMahanaim.
3 ¶ Then Jacob csent messengers
before him to Esau his brother to the
land of dSeir, the country of eEdom.
4 And he commanded them, saying,
“Thus will you speak to my lord
Esau: ‘Your servant Jacob said thus,
“I have sojourned with Laban, and
f
stayed there until now.
5 “And gI have oxen and donkeys,
flocks and male and female servants.
And I have sent to tell my lord so
that I may find favor in your sight.”’”
6 ¶ Then the messengers returned to
Jacob, saying, “We came to your
brother Esau, and he is also coming
to meet you, and four hundred men
with him.”
7 Then Jacob was hgreatly afraid and
distressed. And he divided the people
that were with him, and the flocks
and herds and the camels, into two
bands.
8 And he said, “If Esau comes to the
one company and smites it, then the
other company that is left will escape.”
9 ¶ Then Jacob said, “O iGod of my

father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, the LORD who said to me,
j
‘Return to your country and to your
relatives, and I will deal well with
you,’
10 “I am not worthy of the least of
all the mercies and kof all the truth
that You have showed to Your servant, for with my staff I passed over
this Jordan, and now I have become
two companies.
11 “Please deliver me lfrom the hand
of my brother, from the hand of Esau;
for I fear him, lest he will come and
smite me and the mothers with the
children.
12 “And You said, m‘I will surely
prosper you and nmake your descendants as the sand of the sea that cannot be numbered for multitude.’”
13 ¶ So he lodged there that same
night. And he selected from what he
had with him a present for his brother
Esau:
14 two hundred female goats and
twenty male goats, two hundred ewes
and twenty rams,
15 thirty milking camels with their
colts, forty cows and ten bulls, twenty
female donkeys and ten male donkeys.
16 Then he delivered them into the
hand of his servants, every drove by
itself, and said to his servants, “Pass
over before me and put a space between droves.”
17 And he commanded the first one,
saying, “When Esau my brother
meets you and asks you, saying, ‘To
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whom do you belong, and where are
you going? And whose are these before you?’
18 “Then you will say, ‘They belong to your servant Jacob. It is a
present sent to my lord Esau. And
behold, he is also behind us.’”
19 And he also commanded the second and the third, and all who followed the droves, saying, “On this
manner you will speak to Esau when
you find him.
20 “Now you will also say, ‘Behold,
your servant Jacob is behind us.’”
For he said, “I will appease him with
the present that goes before me. And
afterward I will see his face. Perhaps
he will accept it from me.”
21 So the present went over before
him, while he himself lodged that
night in the camp.

let you go unless you bless me.”
27 Then he said to him, “What is
your name?” And he said, “Jacob.”
28 And qhe said, “Your name will
no longer be called Jacob, but Israel,
for you have striven with God and
with men and have prevailed.”
29 Then rJacob asked him, and said,
“Please tell me your name.” And he
said, “Why is it that you ask for my
name?” And he blessed him there.
30 So Jacob called the name of the
place Peniel, s“for I have seen God
face to face, and my life is preserved.”
31 Now as he passed over tPenuel,
the sun rose upon him and he was
limping on his thigh.
32 Therefore, to this day the children of Israel do not eat the sinew of
the hip which is on the socket of the
thigh, because he touched the socket
Jacob Wrestles With God
of Jacob’s thigh in the sinew of the
22 ¶ And he rose up that night and hip.
took his two wives and his two maids
and his eleven sons, and passed over
Chapter 33
the ford of the oJabbok.
Jacob Meets Esau
23 Then he took them and sent them 1 ¶ Then Jacob lifted up his eyes
over the stream. And he sent over and looked, and behold, aEsau came,
whatever he had.
and with him four hundred men. And
24 So Jacob was left alone and there he divided the children among Leah
a man pwrestled with him until day- and Rachel and the two maids.
break.
2 And he put the maids and their
25 And when he saw that he did not children in front and Leah and her
prevail against him, he touched the children after, and Rachel and Joseph
socket of his thigh. And the socket last.
of Jacob’s thigh was out of joint as 3 And he passed over ahead of them
he wrestled with him.
and bbowed himself to the ground
26 Then he said, “Let me go, for the seven times, until he came near to his
day breaks.” And he said, “I will not brother.
o Dt 3:16: Ja 12:2 p Hs 12:3 q Gn 35:10; 1 Kg 18:31 r Jg 13:17,18 s Gn 16:13; Ex 33:20; Nm 12:8; Jg 6:22;
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4 ¶ Then Esau ran to meet him and
embraced him. And he fell on his
neck and kissed him. And they wept.
5 And he lifted up his eyes and saw
the women and the children. Then he
said, “Who are those with you?” And
he said, c“The children whom God
has graciously given your servant.”
6 Then the handmaidens came near,
they and their children. And they
bowed themselves.
7 Then Leah also with her children
came near and bowed themselves,
and afterward came Joseph near with
Rachel. And they bowed themselves.
8 And he said, “What do you mean
by dall this company that I have met?”
And he said, “These are to find favor in the sight of my lord.”
9 ¶ Then Esau said, e“I have enough,
my brother. Keep what you have to
yourself.”
10 And Jacob said, “No, please, if
now I have found favor in your sight,
then receive my present from my
hand, for I see your face as one sees
the face of God, and you have received me favorably.
11 “Please take my blessing that is
brought to you, because God has
dealt graciously with me, and
f
because I have enough.” And he
urged him and he took it.
12 ¶ And he said, “Let us take our
journey and go, and I will go before
you.”
13 Then he said to him, “My lord
knows that the children are frail and
the flocks and herds with young are
with me. And if they are driven hard

one day, all the flocks will die.
14 “Please let my lord go on ahead
before his servant, and I will lead on
slowly, according to the pace of the
livestock that are before me and according to the pace of the children,
until I come to my lord to gSeir.”
15 ¶ And Esau said, “Let me now
leave with you some of the people
who are with me.” And he said,
“What need is there? Let me find favor in the sight of my lord.”
16 So Esau returned that day on his
way to Seir.
17 And Jacob journeyed to hSuccoth.
And he built for himself a house, and
made shelters for his livestock.
Therefore, the name of the place is
called Succoth.
18 ¶ Then Jacob came to the city of
i
Shechem that is in the land of
Canaan, when he came from jPadanaram. And he pitched his tent before
the city.
19 And khe bought the parcel of a
field where he had spread his tent
from the hand of the children of
Hamor, Shechem’s father, for one
hundred pieces of money.
20 And he erected there an altar and
called it Elelohe-Israel.
Chapter 34
Dinah and Shechem

1 ¶ Now aDinah the daughter of Leah,
whom she had borne to Jacob, went
out to see the daughters of the land.
2 And when Shechem the son of
Hamor bthe Hivite, prince of the
country, saw her, he took her by force
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and lay with her, and defiled her.
3 And he was deeply attracted to
Dinah the daughter of Jacob. And he
loved the girl and spoke kindly to her.
4 So Shechem spoke to his father
Hamor, saying, “Get me this young
girl for a wife.”
5 And Jacob heard that he had defiled Dinah his daughter, but his sons
were with his livestock in the field.
So Jacob held his peace until they
came.
6 Then Hamor the father of Shechem
went out to Jacob to speak with him.
7 And the sons of Jacob came in from
the field when they heard it. And the
men were grieved, and they were
very angry because he had done a
c
disgraceful thing in Israel by lying
with Jacob’s daughter, a thing which
ought not to be done.
8 ¶ But Hamor spoke with them,
saying, “The soul of my son Shechem
longs for your daughter. Please give
her to him as a wife,
9 “and make marriages with us, and
give your daughters to us and take
our daughters for yourselves.
10 “And you will dwell with us. And
d
the land will be before you. Dwell
and trade in it and acquire possessions in it.”
11 Then Shechem said to her father
and to her brothers, “Let me find
grace in your eyes and I will give
whatever you say to me.
12 “Ask of me whatever dowry and
gift and I will give according as you
will say to me. But give me the girl
as a wife.”

13 ¶ And the sons of Jacob answered
Shechem and Hamor his father deceitfully. And they spoke deceitfully
because he had defiled Dinah their
sister.
14 So they said to them, “We cannot
do this thing, to give our sister to eone
that is uncircumcised, for that would
be a disgrace to us.
15 “But on this condition we consent to you. If you will be as we are,
in that every male of you be circumcised,
16 “then we will give our daughters
to you, and we will take your daughters for ourselves. And we will dwell
with you and we will become one
people.
17 “But if you will not listen to us to
be circumcised, then we will take our
daughter and we will be gone.”
18 ¶ And their words pleased Hamor
and Shechem Hamor’s son.
19 Now the young man did not delay to do the thing, because he was
delighted with Jacob’s daughter. And
he was more honorable than all the
house of his father.
20 And Hamor and Shechem his son
came to the gate of their city and
spoke with the men of their city, saying,
21 “These men are friendly with us.
Therefore, let them dwell in the land
and trade in it, for behold, the land is
large enough for them. Let us take
their daughters to us as wives and let
us give them our daughters.
22 “Only on this condition will the
men consent to us to dwell with us,

c Dt 22:21; Jg 20:6; 2 Sm 13:12 d Gn 13:9; 20:15 e Gn 17:14

_____________________
Africa International Missions
www.africainternational.org

International King James Version Old Testament
Genesis 35

55

to be one people: that every male
among us be circumcised as they are
circumcised.
23 “Will not their livestock and their
substance and every beast of theirs
be ours? Only let us consent to them
and they will dwell with us.”
24 And fall who went out of the gate
of his city listened to Hamor and to
his son Shechem. And every male
was circumcised, all who went out
of the gate of his city.
25 ¶ Now it came to pass on the third
day when they were sore, that two of
the sons of Jacob, gSimeon and Levi,
Dinah’s brothers, took each man his
sword and came upon the city unaware. And they slew all the males.
26 Then they slew Hamor and
Shechem his son with the edge of the
sword, and took Dinah out of
Shechem’s house and went out.
27 The sons of Jacob came upon the
slain and looted the city, because they
had defiled their sister.
28 They took their sheep and their
oxen and their donkeys, and that
which was in the city and that which
was in the field.
29 And all their wealth and all their
little ones and their wives they took
captive, and even looted all that was
in the houses.
30 Then Jacob said to Simeon and
Levi, “You have hbrought trouble on
me by making me obnoxious among
the inhabitants of the land, among the
i
Canaanites and the Perizzites. And
since jI am few in number, they will

gather themselves together against
me and slay me. And I will be destroyed, I and my house.”
31 And they said, “Should he deal
with our sister as with a harlot?”
Chapter 35
Jacob Returns to Bethel

1 ¶ Then God said to Jacob, “Arise,
go up to aBethel and dwell there. And
make there an altar to bGod, who appeared to you when you fled from
the face of Esau your brother.”
2 Then Jacob said to his household
and to all who were with him, “Put
away the cforeign gods that are
among you and dbe clean, and change
your garments.
3 “And let us arise and go up to
Bethel, and I will make there an ealtar
to God, who answered me in the day
of my distress and fwas with me in
the way that I went.”
4 So they gave to Jacob all the foreign gods that were in their hands and
all their earrings that were in their
ears. And Jacob hid them under the
oak that was by Shechem.
5 Then they journeyed. And the
g
terror of God was upon the cities that
were around them, and they did not
pursue after the sons of Jacob.
6 So Jacob came to hLuz (that is,
Bethel), which is in the land of
Canaan, he and all the people who
were with him.
7 And he ibuilt an altar there. And he
called the place Elbethel, because
God appeared to him there when he
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fled from the face of his brother.
8 ¶ But jDeborah, Rebekah’s nurse,
died. And she was buried beneath
Bethel under an oak. And the name
of it was called Allon Bachuth.
9 ¶ Then God appeared to Jacob
again when he came out of Padanaram, and kblessed him.
10 And lGod said to him, “Your
name is Jacob. Your name will no
longer be called Jacob, but Israel will
be your name.” And He called his
name Israel.
11 Then God said to him, “I am
m
God Almighty. nBe fruitful and multiply. A nation and a ocompany of nations will be from you. And pkings
will come out of your body.
12 “And qthe land that I gave Abraham and Isaac, to you I will give it,
and to your descendants after you I
will give the land.”
13 And rGod went up from him in
the place where He talked with him.
14 Then Jacob set up a spillar in the
place where he talked with Him, even
a pillar of stone. And he poured a
drink offering on it, and he poured
oil on it.
15 And Jacob called the name of the
place where God spoke with him,
Bethel.
Deaths of Rachel and Isaac

16 ¶ So they journeyed from Bethel,
and there was but a little distance to
go to tEphrath. And Rachel began to
give birth, and she had hard labor.
17 Then it came to pass when she

was in hard labor that the midwife
said to her, “Do not fear. uYou will
have this son also.”
18 Now it came to pass as her soul
was departing (for she died) that she
called his name Benoni. But his father called him Benjamin.
19 So vRachel died and was buried
on the way to Ephrath, which is
Bethlehem.
20 And Jacob set a pillar upon her
grave, which is the wpillar of Rachel’s
grave to this day.
21 ¶ Then Israel journeyed and
pitched his tent beyond the tower of
Edar.
22 Now it came to pass when Israel
dwelt in that land, that xReuben went
and lay with Bilhah his father’s concubine. And Israel heard of it. Now
the sons of Jacob were twelve:
23 The ysons of Leah were Reuben,
Jacob’s firstborn, and Simeon and
Levi and Judah and Issachar and
Zebulun.
24 The zsons of Rachel were Joseph
and Benjamin.
25 And the asons of Bilhah, Rachel’s
maid were Dan and Naphtali.
26 And the bsons of Zilpah, Leah’s
maid were Gad and Asher. These are
the sons of Jacob who were born to
him in Padan-aram.
27 ¶ And Jacob came to Isaac his
father at cMamre of Kiriath-arba,
which is Hebron, where Abraham
and Isaac sojourned.
28 Now the days of Isaac were done
hundred and eighty years.
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29 And Isaac breathed his last and
died and was egathered to his people,
being fold and full of days. Then his
sons Esau and Jacob buried him.
Chapter 36
Descendants of Esau

1 ¶ Now these are the generations of
a
Esau, who is Edom.
2 Esau took bhis wives from the
daughters of Canaan: Adah the
daughter of Elon the Hittite, and
Aholibamah the daughter of Anah the
daughter of Zibeon the Hivite;
3 and Bashemath Ishmael’s daughter, sister of Nebajoth.
4 And Adah bore Eliphaz to Esau,
and Bashemath bore Reuel.
5 And Aholibamah bore Jeush and
Jaalam and Korah. These are the sons
of Esau who were born to him in the
land of Canaan.
6 cAnd Esau took his wives and his
sons and his daughters, and all the
persons of his house, and his cattle
and all his beasts, and all his possessions that he had acquired in the land
of Canaan, and went to another land
away from his brother Jacob.
7 dFor their riches were too great for
them to dwell together. And the land
wherein they were foreigners could
not sustain them because of their livestock.
8 Thus Esau dwelt in eMount Seir;
Esau is fEdom.
9 ¶ And these are the generations of
Esau the father of the Edomites in
Mount Seir:
10 These are the names of Esau’s

sons: Eliphaz the son of Adah the
wife of Esau, Reuel the son of
Bashemath the wife of Esau.
11 And the sons of Eliphaz were Teman, Omar, Zepho and Gatam and
Kenaz.
12 And Timna was a concubine to
Eliphaz, Esau’s son, and she bore
Amalek to Eliphaz. These were the
sons of Adah, Esau’s wife.
13 And these are the sons of Reuel:
Nahas and Zerah, Shammah and
Mizzah. These were the sons of
Bashemath Esau’s wife.
14 And these were the sons of Aholibamah, the daughter of Anah the
daughter of Zibeon, Esau’s wife. And
she bore to Esau, Jeush and Jaalam
and Korah.
15 ¶ These were the sons of Esau.
The sons of Eliphaz, the firstborn son
of Esau, are chief Teman, chief
Omar, chief Zepho, chief Kenaz,
16 chief Korah, chief Gatam, and
chief Amalek. These are the chiefs
who came from Eliphaz in the land
of Edom. These were the sons of
Adah.
17 ¶ And these are the sons of Reuel
Esau’s son: chief Nahas, chief Zerah,
chief Shammah, chief Mizzah. These
are the chiefs who came from Reuel
in the land of Edom. These are the
sons of Bashemath Esau’s wife.
18 ¶ And these are the sons of Aholibamah Esau’s wife: chief Jeush,
chief Jaalam, chief Korah. These
were the chiefs who came from
Aholibamah the daughter of Anah,
Esau’s wife.
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19 These are the sons of Esau, who
is Edom, and these are their chiefs.
20 ¶ These are the sons of Seir the
g
Horite, who inhabited the land:
Lotan and Shobal and Zibeon and
Anah
21 and Dishon and Ezer and Dishan.
These are the chiefs of the Horites, the
children of Seir in the land of Edom.
22 And the children of Lotan were
Hori and Hemam. And Lotan’s sister was Timna.
23 And the children of Shobal were
these: Alvan and Manahas and Ebal,
Shepho and Onam.
24 And these are the children of
Zibeon: both Ajah and Anah—he
was the Anah who found the donkeys
in the wilderness as he fed the donkeys of Zibeon his father.
25 And the children of Anah were
these: Dishon and Aholibamah the
daughter of Anah.
26 And these are the children of
Dishon: Hemdan and Eshban and
Ithran and Cheran.
27 The children of Ezer are these:
Bilhan and Zaavan and Akan.
28 The children of Dishan are these:
Uz and Aran.
29 ¶ These are the chiefs who came
from the Horites: chief Lotan, chief
Shobal, chief Zibeon, chief Anah,
30 chief Dishon, chief Ezer, chief
Dishan. These are the chiefs that
came from Hori, among their chiefs
in the land of Seir.

reigned in the land of Edom before
any hking reigned there over the children of Israel.
32 And Bela the son of Beor reigned
in Edom. And the name of his city
was Dinhabah.
33 And Bela died, and Jobab the son
of Zerah of Bozrah reigned in his
place.
34 And Jobab died, and Husham of
the land of Temani reigned in his
place.
35 And Husham died, and Hadad
the son of Bedad, who defeated
Midian in the field of Moab, reigned
in his place. And the name of his city
was Avith.
36 And Hadad died, and Samlah of
Masrekah reigned in his place.
37 And Samlah died, and Saul of
Rehoboth by the river reigned in his
place.
38 And Saul died, and Baalhanan
the son of Achbor reigned in his
place.
39 And Baalhanan the son of Achbor
died, and Hadar reigned in his place.
And the name of his city was Pau,
and his wife’s name was Mehetabel,
the daughter of Matred, the daughter of Mezahab.
40 ¶ And these are the names of the
chiefs who came from Esau, according to their families, after their places,
by their names: chief Timnah, chief
Alvah, chief Jetheth,
41 chief Aholibamah, chief Elah,
chief Pinon,
42 chief Kenaz, chief Teman, chief
Rulers of Edom
31 ¶ And these are the kings who Mibzar,
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43 chief Magdiel, chief Iram. These
are the chiefs of Edom, according to
their habitations in the land of their
possession. Esau was the father of
the Edomites.
Chapter 37
Dreams of Joseph

1 ¶ Now Jacob dwelt in athe land
wherein his father was a sojourner,
in the land of Canaan.
2 These are the generations of Jacob.
Joseph, when bseventeen years old,
was feeding the flock with his brothers. And the lad was with the csons
of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his
father’s wives. And Joseph brought
a bad report to his father.
3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than
all his children because he had been
born to him din his old age. And he
made for him a ecoat of many colors.
4 And when his brothers saw that
their father loved him more than all
his brothers, they hated him. And they
could not speak peaceably to him.
5 ¶ Then Joseph fdreamed a dream,
and he told it to his brothers. And they
hated him even more.
6 And he said to them, “Please listen to this dream that I have dreamed;
7 “for behold, we were binding
sheaves in the field, and lo, my sheaf
arose and also stood erect. And behold, your sheaves stood around
about and gbowed down to my
sheaf.”
8 And his brothers said to him, h“Will
you actually reign over us? Or will
you indeed have dominion over us?”

And they hated him even more for
his dreams and for his words.
9 ¶ Then he dreamed still another
dream and told it to his brothers. And
he said, “Behold, I have dreamed another dream. And behold, the sun and
the moon and the eleven stars bowed
down to me.”
10 And he told it to his father and to
his brothers. And his father rebuked
him, and said to him, “What is this
dream that you have dreamed? Will
I and your mother and iyour brothers
actually come to bow down ourselves
to you to the earth?”
11 And jhis brothers envied him, but
his father kept the saying in mind.
Selling of Joseph

12 ¶ And his brothers went to feed
their father’s flock in kShechem.
13 Then Israel said to Joseph, “Do
not your brothers feed the flock in
Shechem? Come, and I will send you
to them.” And he said to him, “Here
I am.”
14 So he said to him, “Please go and
see if it is well with your brothers and
well with the flocks, and bring me
word again.” lSo he sent him out of
the Valley of Hebron, and he came
to Shechem.
15 Now a certain man found him,
and behold, he was wandering in the
field. And the man asked him, saying, “What are you seeking?”
16 And he said, “I seek my brothers.
Please tell me where they are feeding their flocks.”
17 Then the man said, “They have
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moved from here, for I heard them
say, ‘Let us go to mDothan.’” And Joseph went after his brothers and
found them in Dothan.
18 ¶ Now when they saw him afar
off, even before he came near to
them, they conspired against him to
kill him.
19 And they said to one another,
“Behold, this dreamer is coming.
20 “Come now therefore and let us
kill him and cast him into some pit.
And nwe will say, ‘Some evil beast
has devoured him.’ And we will see
what will become of his dreams.”
21 But oReuben heard it and he delivered him out of their hands, and
said, “Let us not kill him.”
22 And Reuben said to them, “Shed
no blood. But cast him into this pit
that is in the wilderness, and lay no
hand upon him.” He said this so that
he might rescue him out of their
hands, to deliver him to his father
again.
23 ¶ So it came to pass when Joseph
had come to his brothers, that they
stripped Joseph of his coat, his coat
of many colors that was on him.
24 Then they took him and cast him
into a pit. Now the pit was empty,
for there was no water in it.
25 Then they sat down to eat bread.
And they lifted up their eyes and
looked, and behold, a caravan of
p
Ishmaelites was coming from Gilead
with their camels bearing qspicery
and rbalm and myrrh, going to carry
it down to Egypt.

26 And Judah said to his brothers,
“What profit is it if we kill our brother
and sconceal his blood?
27 t“Come, and let us sell him to the
Ishmaelites, and do not let our hand
be upon him, for he is our brother
and our flesh.” And his brothers listened.
28 Then some uMidianite traders
passed by. And they pulled him up
and lifted Joseph out of the pit. And
they vsold Joseph to the Ishmaelites
for twenty pieces of silver. And they
w
brought Joseph into Egypt.
29 ¶ Now Reuben returned to the
pit, and behold, Joseph was not in
the pit. And he xtore his clothes.
30 Then he returned to his brothers
and said, y“The child is not there. And
I, where will I go?”
31 And zthey took Joseph’s coat, and
killed a male goat, and dipped the
coat in the blood.
32 Then they sent the coat of many
colors, and they brought it to their
father. And they said, “This we have
found. Examine it to see whether it
is your son’s coat or not.”
33 And he recognized it, and said,
“It is my son’s coat. An aevil beast
has devoured him. Joseph is without
doubt torn in pieces.”
34 And Jacob btore his clothes, and
put sackcloth on his loins and
mourned for his son many days.
35 And all his sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort him. But he
refused to be comforted. And he said,
“For I will go down into the cgrave
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to my son mourning.” Thus his father wept for him.
36 Now the Midianites dsold him
into Egypt to Potiphar, an officer of
Pharaoh and captain of the guard.
Chapter 38
Judah and Tamar

1 ¶ Now it came to pass at that time
that Judah departed from his brothers and visited a certain aAdullamite
whose name was Hirah.
2 And Judah saw there a daughter of
a certain Canaanite whose name was
Shuah. And he took her and went in
to her.
3 So she conceived and bore a son.
And he called his name bEr.
4 Then she conceived again and bore
a son. And she called his name Onan.
5 And still again she conceived and
bore a son. And she called his name
Shelah. And he was at Chezib when
she bore him.
6 Then Judah took a wife for Er his
firstborn whose name was Tamar.
7 And cEr, Judah’s firstborn, was
wicked in the sight of the LORD, so
the LORD slew him.
8 So Judah said to Onan, d“Go in to
your brother’s wife and marry her,
and raise up offspring for your
brother.”
9 And Onan knew that the offspring
would not be his. So it came to pass,
when he went in to his brother’s wife,
that he emitted it on the ground in
order not to give offspring for his
brother.
10 And the thing that he did dis-

pleased the LORD. Therefore, He
slew him also.
11 Then Judah said to Tamar his
daughter-in-law, e“Remain a widow
at your father’s house until Shelah my
son is grown.” For he said, “Lest
perhaps he also die as his brothers.”
And Tamar went and dwelt in her
father’s house.
12 ¶ Now in the process of time the
daughter of Shuah, Judah’s wife,
died. And Judah was comforted and
went up to his sheepshearers to
f
Timnath, he and his friend Hirah the
Adullamite.
13 And it was told Tamar, saying,
“Behold, your father-in-law is going
up to Timnath to shear his sheep.”
14 So she took off her widow’s garments and gcovered herself with a
veil, and wrapped herself. And she
sat in han open place that is by the
way to Timnath, for she saw that
Shelah was grown, and she had not
been given to him as a wife.
15 When Judah saw her, he thought
she was a harlot, because she had
covered her face.
16 So he turned to her by the way,
and said, “Please let me come in to
you.” For he did not know that she
was his daughter-in-law. And she
said, “What will you give me so that
you may come in to me?”
17 Then he said, “I will send you a
young goat from the flock.” So she
said, “Will you give me a pledge until
you send it?”
18 And he said, “What pledge will I
give you?” And she said, i“Your sig-
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net and cord, and your staff that is in
your hand.” And he gave it to her and
went in to her, and she conceived by
him.
19 Then she arose and departed. And
she removed her veil and put on the
garments of her widowhood.
20 And Judah sent the young goat
by the hand of his friend the
Adullamite, to receive his pledge
from the woman’s hand. But he did
not find her.
21 Then he asked the men of that
place, saying, “Where is the harlot
that was openly by the wayside?”
And they said, “There was no harlot
in this place.”
22 So he returned to Judah, and said,
“I cannot find her. And also the men
of the place said that there was no
harlot in this place.”
23 Then Judah said, “Let her keep
them, lest we are shamed. Behold, I
sent this young goat and you have
not found her.”
24 ¶ Now it came to pass about three
months after that it was told Judah,
saying, “Tamar your daughter-in-law
has played the harlot. And also, behold, she is with child by harlotry.”
And Judah said, “Bring her out and
j
let her be burned.”
25 When she was brought out, she
sent to her father-in-law, saying, “By
the man whose these are, am I with
child.” And she said, “Please discern
whose are these, the signet and cords
and staff.”
26 Then Judah acknowledged them,
and said, “She has been more righ-

teous than I, because I did not give
her to Shelah my son.” And he did
not have relations with her again.
27 ¶ Now it came to pass in the time
of her giving birth, that behold, ktwins
were in her womb.
28 And it came to pass while she
was giving birth that the one put out
his hand. And the midwife took and
bound on his hand a scarlet thread,
saying, “This one came out first.”
29 Then it came to pass as he drew
back his hand, that behold, his
brother came out. And she said,
“How have you broken through?
This breach is on you.” Therefore,
his name was called lPerez.
30 And afterward came out his
brother who had the scarlet thread on
his hand. And his name was called
Zarah.
Chapter 39
Joseph and Potiphar’s Wife

1 ¶ Now Joseph was brought down
to Egypt. And Potiphar, an officer of
Pharaoh, captain of the guard, an
Egyptian, bought him from the hands
of the aIshmaelites, who had brought
him down there.
2 And the bLORD was with Joseph,
and he was a successful man. And
he was in the house of his master the
Egyptian.
3 Now his master csaw that the
LORD was with him, and that the
LORD dmade all that he did to prosper in his hand.
4 So Joseph found favor in his sight,
and he served him. And he made him
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overseer over his house, and eall that
he had he put into his hand.
5 Now it came to pass from the time
that he had made him overseer in his
house, and over all that he had, that
the LORD fblessed the Egyptian’s
house for Joseph’s sake. And gthe
blessing of the LORD was upon all
that he had in the house and in the
field.
6 So he left all that he had in Joseph’s
hand. And he did not know what he
had, except the bread that he ate. And
Joseph was a hhandsome person, and
well favored.
7 ¶ Now it came to pass after these
things ithat his master’s wife cast her
eyes upon Joseph. And she said, “Lie
with me.”
8 But jhe refused, and said to his
master’s wife, “Behold, my master
does not know what is with me in the
house, and he has committed all that
he has to my hand.
9 k“There is no one greater in this
house than I, nor has he kept back
anything from me but you, because
you are his wife. How then can I do
this great wickedness and lsin against
God?”
10 Now it came to pass as she spoke
to Joseph day by day, that he did not
listen to her, to lie by her or to be
with her.
11 Now it came to pass about this
time that Joseph went into the house
to do his business. And there was
none of the men of the house inside.
12 And she caught him by his gar-

ment, saying, “Lie with me.” And he
left his garment in her hand and fled
and ran out.
13 So it came to pass when she saw
that he had left his garment in her
hand, and had fled outside,
14 that she called to the men of her
house and spoke to them, saying,
“See, he has brought in a Hebrew to
us to mock us. He came in to me to
lie with me, and I cried out with a
loud voice.
15 “And it came to pass when he
heard that I lifted up my voice and
cried out, that he left his garment with
me and fled, and went outside.”
16 So she left his garment beside
her until his lord came home.
17 And she spoke to him according
to these words, saying, “The Hebrew
servant whom you have brought to
us, came in to me to mock me.
18 “And it came to pass as I lifted
up my voice and cried out, that he
left his garment with me, and fled
outside.”
19 ¶ Now it came to pass when his
master heard the words of his wife
that she spoke to him, saying, “After
this manner your servant did to me,”
that his wrath was kindled.
20 And Joseph’s master took him
and mput him in prison, a place where
the king’s prisoners were bound. And
he was there in the prison.
21 ¶ But the nLORD was with Joseph and showed him mercy. And He
gave him favor in the sight of the
keeper of the prison.
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22 And the keeper of the prison
o
committed to Joseph’s hand all the
prisoners that were in the prison. And
whatever they did there, he was responsible for it.
23 The pkeeper of the prison did not
supervise anything under Joseph’s
charge because the qLORD was with
him. And that which he did, the
r
LORD made it prosper.
Chapter 40
The Cupbearer and the Baker

1 ¶ Now it came to pass after these
things that the abutler of the king of
Egypt and his baker offended their
lord the king of Egypt.
2 And Pharaoh was furious with his
two officers, against the chief of the
butlers and against the chief of the
bakers.
3 So he put them in confinement in
the house of the bcaptain of the guard,
in the prison, the place where Joseph
was bound.
4 And the captain of the guard
charged Joseph with them, and he
took care of them. And they were in
confinement for some time.
5 ¶ Then both of them dreamed a
dream, each man his dream in one
night, each man according to the interpretation of his dream, the butler
and the baker of the king of Egypt,
who were bound in the prison.
6 And Joseph came in to them in the
morning and observed them, and
behold, they were sad.
7 Then he asked Pharaoh’s officers
who were with him in the ward of

his lord’s house, saying, c“Why are
your faces so sad today?”
8 And they said to him, d“We have
dreamed a dream, and there is no interpreter for it.” And Joseph said to
them, e“Do not interpretations belong
to God? Tell them to me, please.”
9 ¶ Then the chief butler told his
dream to Joseph, and said to him, “In
my dream, behold, a vine was before
me.
10 “And in the vine there were three
branches. And it was as though it
budded, and its blossoms shot forth,
and the clusters of it brought forth
ripe grapes.
11 “And Pharaoh’s cup was in my
hand. And I took the grapes and
pressed them into Pharaoh’s cup, and
I gave the cup into Pharaoh’s hand.”
12 Then Joseph said to him, “This
is the interpretation of it: The three
branches are three days.
13 “Within three days Pharaoh will
lift up your head and restore you to
your place. And you will deliver
Pharaoh’s cup into his hand, according to the former manner when you
were his butler.
14 “But think of me when it goes
well with you. And please show kindness to me and make mention of me
to Pharaoh, and bring me out of this
house.
15 “For indeed fI was stolen away
out of the land of the Hebrews. And
here also I have done nothing that
they should put me in the dungeon.”
16 ¶ When the chief baker saw that
the interpretation was good, he said
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to Joseph, “I also saw in my dream,
and behold, I had three white baskets on my head.
17 “And in the uppermost basket
there was all kinds of baked food for
Pharaoh. And the birds ate them out
of the basket on my head.”
18 Then Joseph answered and said,
“This is the interpretation of it: The
three baskets are three days.
19 “Within three days Pharaoh will
lift up your head from you and will
hang you on a tree. And the birds will
eat your flesh off you.”
20 ¶ So it came to pass on the third
day, which was Pharaoh’s birthday,
that he made a feast to all his servants. And he glifted up the head of
the chief butler and of the chief baker
among his servants.
21 And he restored the chief butler
to his butlership again, and he hgave
the cup into Pharaoh’s hand.
22 But he ihanged the chief baker,
just as Joseph had interpreted to
them.
23 However, the chief butler did not
remember Joseph, but forgot him.
Chapter 41
Pharaoh’s Dreams

1 ¶ Now it came to pass at the end of
two full years that Pharaoh dreamed,
and behold, he stood by the river.
2 And behold, there came up out of
the river seven cows sleek and fat.
And athey fed in a meadow.
3 And behold, seven other cows
came up after them out of the river,
ugly and gaunt. And they stood by

the other cows on the bank of the
river.
4 Then the ugly and gaunt cows ate
up the seven sleek and fat cows. Then
Pharaoh awoke.
5 Then he slept and dreamed the
second time. And behold, seven ears
of grain came up on one stalk, plump
and good.
6 And behold, seven thin ears and
scorched with the east wind sprang
up after them.
7 Then the seven thin ears devoured
the seven plump and full ears. And
Pharaoh awoke, and behold, it was a
dream.
8 Then it came to pass in the morning that bhis spirit was troubled. And
he sent and called for all the
c
magicians of Egypt and all the wise
men. And Pharaoh told them his
dream, but dthere was no one who
could interpret them to Pharaoh.
9 ¶ Then the chief butler spoke to
Pharaoh, saying, “I do remember my
e
offenses this day.
10 “Pharaoh was angry with his servants, and put me in confinement in
the house of the captain of the bodyguard, both me and the chief baker.
11 “And we had dreamed a dream
in one night, he and I. Both of us
dreamed according to the interpretation of his own dream.
12 “Now there was with us there a
young man, a Hebrew, a servant to
the captain of the guard. And we told
him, and he interpreted for us our
dreams. To each one he interpreted
according to his own dream.
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13 “And just as he finterpreted for
us, so it happened. He restored me
to my office, and he hanged him.”
14 ¶ gThen Pharaoh sent and called
for Joseph, and they hhurriedly
brought him out of the dungeon. And
he shaved himself and changed his
clothes. And he came in to Pharaoh.
15 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I
have dreamed a dream, and ithere is
no one who can interpret it. And I
have heard about you, that you can
understand a dream in order to interpret it.”
16 Then Joseph answered Pharaoh,
saying, j“It is not in me. kGod will
give Pharaoh an answer of peace.”
17 So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “In
my dream, behold, I stood on the
bank of the river.
18 “And behold, there came up out
of the river seven cows, fat and fine
looking. And they fed in a meadow.
19 “And behold, seven other cows
came up after them, poor and very
ugly and gaunt, such as I have never
seen for ugliness in all the land of
Egypt.
20 “Then the lean and ugly cows ate
up the first seven fat cows.
21 “Yet when they had eaten them
up, it could not be detected that they
had eaten them, for they were still
ugly as at the beginning. So I awoke.
22 “Then I saw in my dream, and
behold, seven ears came up on one
stalk, full and good.
23 “And behold, seven ears, withered, thin and scorched with the east
wind, sprang up after them.

24 “Then the thin ears devoured the
seven good ears. So I told this to the
magicians, but there was no one who
could explain it to me.”
25 ¶ Then Joseph said to Pharaoh,
“The dream of Pharaoh is one. lGod
has shown Pharaoh what He is about
to do.
26 “The seven good cows are seven
years, and the seven good ears are
seven years. The dream is one.
27 “And the seven lean and ugly
cows that came up after them are
seven years. And the seven empty
ears scorched with the east wind will
be mseven years of famine.
28 “This is the thing that I have spoken to Pharaoh. nGod has shown to
Pharaoh what He is about to do.
29 “Behold, oseven years of great
abundance are coming in all the land
of Egypt.
30 “And there will arise after them
p
seven years of famine, and all the
abundance will be forgotten in the
land of Egypt. And the famine will
consume the land.
31 “And the abundance will not be
known in the land by reason of that
subsequent famine, for it will be very
severe.
32 q“Now as for the repeating of the
dream to Pharaoh twice, it is because
the thing is established by God, and
God will shortly bring it to pass.
33 “Now therefore, let Pharaoh look
out for a rdiscreet and wise man, and
set him over the land of Egypt.
34 “Let Pharaoh do this, and let him
appoint officers over the land, and
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take up a fifth part of the land of
Egypt in the seven years of abundance.
35 “And slet them gather all the food
of those good years that come, and
store up grain under the authority of
Pharaoh, and let them keep food in
the cities.
36 “Then that food will be for reserve for the land for the seven years
of famine that will be in the land of
Egypt, that the land not perish during the famine.”
37 ¶ And the proposal was good in
the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes
of all his servants.
38 Then Pharaoh said to his servants,
“Can we find such a one as this, a
man tin whom the Spirit of God is?”
39 So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since
God has showed you all this, uthere
is no one so discreet and wise as you
are.
40 v“You will be over my house, and
according to your word will all my
people be ruled. Only in the throne
will I be greater than you.”
41 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph,
“See, I have set you wover all the land
of Egypt.”
42 So Pharaoh xtook off his ring from
his hand, and put it on Joseph’s hand.
And he clothed him in clothes of fine
linen, and yput a gold chain around
his neck.
43 And he made him ride in the second chariot that he had. And they
cried before him, “Bow the knee!”
And he made him ruler over all the
land of Egypt.

Genesis 41
Joseph Works for Egypt

44 ¶ Then Pharaoh said to Joseph,
“I am Pharaoh, and zwithout you no
man will lift up his hand or foot in
all the land of Egypt.”
45 And Pharaoh called Joseph’s
name Zaphnath-Paaneah. And he
gave him as a wife, Asenath, the
daughter of Potipherah priest of aOn.
And Joseph went out over all the land
of Egypt.
46 ¶ Now Joseph was bthirty years
old when he stood before Pharaoh
king of Egypt. And Joseph went out
from the presence of Pharaoh, and
went throughout all the land of Egypt.
47 Then in the seven abundant years
the earth brought forth by handfuls.
48 And he gathered up all the food
of the seven years that were in the
land of Egypt, and stored the food in
the cities. He stored in every city the
food from its own surrounding fields.
49 Thus Joseph stored up grain in
great abundance like the sand of the
sea, until he stopped measuring it, for
it was beyond measure.
50 ¶ And to Joseph were born two
sons before the years of famine came,
which Asenath the daughter of
Potipherah priest of On bore to him.
51 And Joseph called the name of
the firstborn Manasseh, “For God,”
he said, “has made me forget all my
trouble and all my father’s house.”
52 And the name of the second he
called Ephraim, “For cGod has
caused me to be fruitful in the land
of my affliction.”
53 ¶ Now the seven years of abun-
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dance that were in the land of Egypt,
were ended.
54 And the dseven years of famine
began to come according as Joseph
had said. And the famine was in all
lands, but in all the land of Egypt
there was bread.
55 And when all the land of Egypt
was famished, the people cried out
to Pharaoh for bread. And Pharaoh
said to all the Egyptians, “Go to Joseph. Whatever he says to you, do.”
56 And the famine was over all the
face of the earth. And Joseph opened
all the storehouses and sold to the
Egyptians. And the famine became
severe in the land of Egypt.
57 And all countries came into Egypt
to Joseph in order to buy grain, because the famine was severe in all
lands.
Chapter 42
Joseph’s Brothers Go to Egypt

1 ¶ Now when aJacob saw that there
was grain in Egypt, he said to his sons,
“Why are you looking at one another?”
2 Then he said, “Behold, I have heard
that there is grain in Egypt. Go down
there and buy for us from that place
so bthat we may live and not die.”
3 So Joseph’s ten brothers went
down to buy grain in Egypt.
4 But Jacob did not send Joseph’s
brother cBenjamin with his brothers,
for he said, “Lest some harm come
upon him.”
5 And the sons of Israel came to buy
grain among those who were com-

ing, for the dfamine was in the land
of Canaan.
6 ¶ Now eJoseph was the governor
over the land. And he was the one
who sold to all the people of the land.
And Joseph’s brothers came and
f
bowed themselves down before him
with their faces to the earth.
7 And Joseph saw his brothers, and
he knew them. But he made himself
strange to them, and gspoke roughly
to them. And he said to them, “From
where do you come?” And they said,
“From the land of Canaan to buy
food.”
8 And Joseph knew his brothers, but
h
they did not recognize him.
9 And Joseph iremembered the
dreams that he dreamed of them, and
said to them, “You are spies! You
have come to see the nakedness of
the land!”
10 Then they said to him, “No, jmy
lord, but your servants have come to
buy food.
11 “We are all one man’s sons. We
are khonest men. Your servants are
not spies.”
12 And he said to them, “No, but
you have come to see the nakedness
of the land.”
13 And they said, “Your servants are
twelve brothers, the sons of one man
in the land of Canaan. And behold,
the youngest is this day with lour father. And mone is not.”
14 Then Joseph said to them, “It is
as I said to you, you are spies.
15 “By this you will be tested. By
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the life of Pharaoh you will not go
forth from here except your youngest brother comes here.
16 “Send one of you and let him
bring your brother, and you will be
kept in prison so that your words may
be proved, whether there is any ntruth
in you. Or else, by the life of Pharaoh surely you are spies.”
17 And he put them all together into
prison for othree days.
18 ¶ Then Joseph said to them the
third day, “Do this and live, for pI fear
God.
19 “If you are honest men, let one of
your brothers be bound in the house
of your prison, but you, go and carry
grain for the famine of your houses.
20 “But qbring your youngest brother
to me, so will your words be verified
and you will not die.” And they did
so.
21 And they said to one another,
r
“We are guilty concerning our
brother in that we saw the anguish of
his soul when he pleaded with us, and
we would not hear. Therefore, this
distress has come upon us.”
22 Then Reuben answered them,
saying, s“Did I not tell you, saying,
‘Do not sin against the child,’ and you
would not listen? Therefore, behold,
his blood is now required of us.”
23 And they did not know that Joseph understood them, for he spoke
to them by an interpreter.
24 Then he turned himself away
from them and twept. And he returned
to them again and communed with
them. And he utook Simeon from

them and bound him before their
eyes.
25 ¶ vThen Joseph commanded to
fill their sacks with grain and to restore every man’s money in his sack,
and to give them provision for the
way. And thus he did to them.
26 So they loaded their donkeys with
the grain and departed from there.
27 Now as one of them opened his
sack to give his donkey feed in the
inn, he saw his money, for behold, it
was in his sack’s mouth.
28 And he said to his brothers, “My
money has been returned, and behold, it is even in my sack.” And their
hearts sank, and they were afraid,
saying to one another, w“What is this
that God has done to us?”
29 ¶ So they came to Jacob their father in the land of Canaan and told
him all that happened to them, saying,
30 “The man who is the lord of the
land spoke roughly to us, and took
us for spies of the country.
31 “And we said to him, ‘We are
x
honest men. We are not spies.
32 “We are twelve brothers, sons of
our father. One is no longer alive and
the youngest is this day with our father in the land of Canaan.
33 “Then the man, the lord of the
country, said to us, ‘By this I will
know that you are honest men. Leave
one of your brothers here with me
and take food for the famine of your
households, and go.
34 ‘And bring your youngest brother
to me so that I will know that you are
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not spies, but that you are honest
men. I will deliver your brother to
you and you will trade in the land.’”
35 ¶ Now it came to pass as they
emptied their sacks, that behold,
y
every man’s bundle of money was
in his sack. And when they and their
father saw the bundles of money, they
were afraid.
36 Then Jacob their father said to
them, “You have bereaved me of my
children. Joseph is no more and
Simeon is no more, and you would
take Benjamin away. All these things
are against me.”
37 So Reuben spoke to his father,
saying, “Kill my two sons, if I do not
bring him to you. Deliver him into
my hand and I will bring him to you
again.”
38 And he said, “My son will not go
down with you, for his brother is
dead, and he is left alone. If harm befall him by the way in which you go,
then you will zbring down my gray
hairs with sorrow to the grave.”
Chapter 43
Second Journey to Egypt

1 ¶ aAnd the famine was severe in
the land.
2 Now it came to pass when they
had eaten up the grain that they had
brought out of Egypt, their father said
to them, “Go again, buy for us a little
food.”
3 And Judah spoke to him, saying,
b
“The man did solemnly warn us,
saying, ‘You will not see my face unless your brother is with you.’

4 “If you will send our brother with
us, we will go down and buy you
food.
5 “But if you will not send him, we
will not go down, for the man said to
us, ‘You will not see my face unless
your brother is with you.’”
6 Then Israel said, “Why did you
deal so wrongfully with me by telling the man whether you still had another brother?”
7 And they said, “The man asked us
directly of our state, and of our relatives, saying, c‘Is your father still
alive? Do you have another brother?’
And we told him according to the nature of these questions. Could we
possibly know that he would say,
‘Bring your brother down’?”
8 ¶ Then Judah said to Israel his father, “Send the lad with me and we
will arise and go so dthat we may live,
and not die, both we and you, and
also our little ones.
9 e“I will be surety for him. You may
hold me responsible for him. If I do
not bring him to you, and set him before you, then let me bear the blame
forever.
10 “For if we had not delayed, surely
by now we could have returned this
second time.”
11 Then their father Israel said to
them, “If it must be so now, then do
this. Take of the best fruits in the land
in your vessels and carry down a
f
present for the man, a little gbalm and
a little honey, spices and myrrh, nuts
and almonds.
12 “And take double money in your
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hand, and the hmoney that was
brought again in the mouth of your
sacks, carry it again in your hand.
Perhaps it was a mistake.
13 “Take also your brother, and
arise, go again to the man.
14 “And iGod Almighty jgive you
mercy before the man, so that he may
release kyour other brother and Benjamin. lIf I am bereaved of my children, I am bereaved.”
15 ¶ Then the men took mthis present,
and they took double money in their
hand, and Benjamin. And they rose
up and went down to Egypt, and
stood before Joseph.
16 And when Joseph saw Benjamin
with them, he said to the ruler of his
house, “Bring these men to my house,
and slay an animal. And make ready,
for these men will dine with me at
noon.”
17 So the man did as Joseph said,
and brought the men into Joseph’s
house.
18 Now the men were afraid because
they were brought into Joseph’s
house. And they said, “Because of
the money that was returned in our
sacks the first time we are brought in
so that he may seek occasion against
us, and fall on us and take us for
slaves with our donkeys.”
19 Then they came near to the steward of Joseph’s house. And they communed with him at the door of the
house,
20 and said, “Oh sir, we indeed came
down the first time to buy food.
21 “And it came to pass when we

came to the inn, that we opened our
sacks, and behold, nevery man’s
money was in the mouth of his sack,
our money in full weight. oAnd we
have brought it back in our hand.
22 “And we have brought down
other money in our hands to buy
food. We do not know who put our
money in our sacks.”
23 And he said, “Peace be to you.
Do not be afraid. pYour God and the
God of your father has given you
treasure in your sacks. I had your
money.” Then qhe brought Simeon
out to them.
24 Then the man brought the men
into Joseph’s house, and rgave them
water, and they washed their feet.
And he gave their donkeys feed.
25 And they prepared the spresent
for Joseph’s coming at noon, for they
heard that they should eat bread
there.
26 ¶ Now when Joseph came home,
they brought into the house to him
the present that was in their hand, and
t
bowed themselves to him to the
earth.
27 Then he asked them of their welfare, and said, u“Is your father well,
the old man of whom you spoke? Is
he still alive?”
28 And they answered, “Your servant our father is in good health. He
is still alive.” And vthey bowed down
their heads and prostrated themselves.
29 Then he lifted up his eyes and
saw his brother Benjamin, his
mother’s son, and said, w“Is this your
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younger brother, of whom you spoke
to me?” And he said, x“God be gracious to you, my son.”
30 Then Joseph hurried out for he was
deeply moved over his brother. And
he sought somewhere to weep. So he
entered into his room and ywept there.
31 Then he washed his face, and
went out and zcontrolled himself.
And he said, “Serve the meal.”
32 So they served him by himself, and
them by themselves, and the Egyptians
who ate with him by themselves, because the Egyptians could not eat bread
with the Hebrews, for that is an
a
abomination to the Egyptians.
33 And they sat before him, the
b
firstborn according to his birthright
and the youngest according to his
youth. And the men looked in astonishment at one another.
34 Then he took servings to them
from before him. cBut Benjamin’s
serving was five times as much as any
of theirs. So they drank and were
merry with him.
Chapter 44
Silver Cup in the Sack

1 ¶ aThen he commanded the steward of his house, saying, “Fill the
men’s sacks with food, as much as
they can carry, and put every man’s
money in his sack’s mouth.
2 “Then put my cup, the silver cup,
in the mouth of the sack of the youngest, and his grain money.” And he did
according to the word that Joseph
had spoken.

3 As soon as the morning dawned,
the men were sent away, they and
their donkeys.
4 And when they had gone out of
b
the city, and not yet far off, Joseph
said to his steward, “Up, follow after the men. And when you overtake
them, say to them, ‘Why have you
rewarded evil for good?
5 ‘Is not this the one from which my
lord drinks and which he indeed uses
for cdivination? You have done evil
in doing this.’”
6 ¶ And he overtook them and he
spoke to them these same words.
7 And they said to him, “Why does
my lord speak such words as these?
God forbid that your servants should
do according to this thing.
8 “Behold, dthe money that we found
in our sacks’ mouths we brought
again to you out of the land of
Canaan. How then could we steal silver and gold out of your lord’s house?
9 e“With whomever of your servants
it is found, let him die, and we also
will be my lord’s fslaves.”
10 And he said, “Now let it also be
according to your words. He with
whom it is found will be my slave
and you will be innocent.”
11 Then every man speedily took
down his sack to the ground, and
every man opened his sack.
12 And he searched, beginning at
the eldest and ending at the youngest. And gthe cup was found in
Benjamin’s sack.
13 Then they htore their clothes, and
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every man loaded his donkey and
returned to ithe city.
14 ¶ And Judah and his brothers
came to Joseph’s house, for he was
still there. jAnd they fell before him
on the ground.
15 Then Joseph said to them, “What
deed is this that you have done? Do
you not know that such a man as I
can certainly practice kdivination?”
16 And Judah said, “What will we
say to my lord? What will we speak?
Or, how will we clear ourselves? God
has found out the iniquity of your
servants. Behold, we are my lord’s
l
slaves, both we and he also with
whom the cup has been found.”
17 And he said, “God forbid that I
should do this. But the man in whose
hand the cup has been found, he will
be my slave. And as for you, get you
up in peace to your father.”
18 ¶ Then Judah came near to him,
and said, “Oh my lord, may your servant please speak a word in my lord’s
ears, and let not your anger burn
against your servant, for myou are
equal to Pharaoh.
19 n“My lord asked his servants, saying, ‘Have you a father, or a brother?’
20 “And we said to my lord, ‘We
have a father, an old man, and a child
of his old age, oa little one, and his
brother pis dead. And he alone is left
of his mother, and his father loves
him.’
21 “And you said to your servants,
‘Bring him down to me so that I may
set my eyes on him.’
22 “And we said to my lord, ‘The

lad cannot leave his father, for if he
should leave his father, his father
would die.’
23 “And you said to your servants,
q
‘Except your youngest brother come
down with you, you will not see my
face again.’
24 “Then it came to pass when we
came up to your servant my father,
we told him the words of my lord.
25 “And our father said, ‘Go again,
and buy us a little food.’
26 “And we said, ‘We cannot go
down. If our youngest brother is with
us, then we will go down, for we may
not see the man’s face unless our
youngest brother is with us.’
27 “And your servant my father said
to us, ‘You know that my wife bore
me two sons.
28 ‘And the one went out from me,
and rI said, “Surely he is torn in
pieces,” and I have not seen him
since.
29 ‘And if you take this one also
from me, and harm befalls him, you
will sbring down my gray hairs with
sorrow to the grave.’
30 “Now, therefore, when I come to
your servant my father, and the lad
is not with us, since his life is bound
up in the lad’s life;
31 “it will come to pass when he sees
that the lad is not with us, that he will
die. Thus your servants will tbring
down the gray hairs of your servant
our father with sorrow to the grave.
32 “For your servant ubecame surety
for the lad to my father, saying, ‘If I
do not bring him to you, then I will
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bear the blame to my father forever.’
33 “Now therefore, please let your
servant abide instead of the lad a
slave to my lord. And let the lad go
up with his brothers.
34 “For how will I go up to my father, and the lad is not with me, lest
perhaps I see the evil that will come
on my father?”
Chapter 45
Joseph Reveals Himself

1 ¶ Then Joseph could not control
himself before all those who stood
by him. And he cried, “Have everyone go out from me.” So there was
no man with him when aJoseph made
himself known to his brothers.
2 Then bhe wept aloud. And the
Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh
heard.
3 And Joseph said to his brothers, “I
am Joseph! cIs my father still alive?”
And his brothers could not answer
him, for dthey were troubled at his
presence.
4 And Joseph said to his brothers,
“Please come near to me.” And they
came near. And he said, “I am Joseph your brother, whom you sold
into Egypt.
5 “Now therefore do not be grieved
or angry with yourselves, that eyou
sold me here, for fGod sent me before you to preserve life.
6 “For the gfamine has been in the
land these two years, and still there
are five years in the which there will
neither be plowing nor harvest.

7 “And hGod sent me before you to
preserve for you a remnant in the
earth, and to save your lives by a
great deliverance.
8 “So now it was not you who sent
me here, but God. And He has made
me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of
all his house, and a ruler throughout
all the land of Egypt.
9 “Hurry and go up to my father,
and isay to him, ‘Thus said your son
Joseph, God has made me lord of all
Egypt. Come down to me, do not
delay.’
10 “And you will dwell in the land
of jGoshen, and you will be near to
me, you and your children, and your
children’s children and your flocks
and your herds and all that you have.
11 “And there I will kprovide for you,
for there are still five years of famine; lest you and your household, and
all that you have, come to poverty.
12 “And behold, your eyes see, and
the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that
it is my mouth that is speaking to you.
13 “And you will tell my father of
all my glory in Egypt, and of all that
you have seen. And you will hurry
and lbring down my father here.”
14 Then he fell on his brother
Benjamin’s neck, and mwept. And
Benjamin wept on his neck.
15 Moreover, he kissed all his brothers, and wept on them. And after that
his brothers talked with him.
16 ¶ Now when the nnews was heard
in Pharaoh’s house that Joseph’s
brothers had come, it pleased Pha-
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raoh and his servants.
17 And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Say
to your brothers, ‘This do: load your
beasts and go to the land of Canaan,
18 ‘and take your father and your
households, and come to me. And oI
will give you the good of the land of
Egypt, and you will eat the fat of the
land.
19 ‘Now you are commanded—do
this. Take pwagons out of the land of
Egypt for your little ones and for your
wives, and bring your father and
come.
20 ‘Also do not regard your goods,
for the good of all the land of Egypt
is yours.’”
21 ¶ And the children of Israel did
so. And Joseph gave them qwagons
according to the commandment of
Pharaoh, and gave them provisions
for the journey.
22 To all of them he gave each one
r
changes of clothes, but to Benjamin
he gave three hundred pieces of silver and sfive changes of clothes.
23 And to his father he sent after
this manner: ten donkeys loaded with
the good things of Egypt, and ten female donkeys loaded with grain and
bread and meat for his father on the
journey.
24 So he sent his brothers away, and
they departed. And he said to them,
“See that you do not quarrel on the
journey.”
25 ¶ And they went up out of Egypt
and came into the land of Canaan to
Jacob their father.

26 And they told him, saying, “Joseph is still alive, and he is governor
over all the land of Egypt.” And
Jacob’s heart fainted, for the did not
believe them.
27 Then they told him all the words
of Joseph that he had said to them.
And when he saw the uwagons that
Joseph had sent to carry him, the
spirit of Jacob their father revived.
28 And Israel said, “It is enough;
Joseph my son is still alive. I will go
and see him before I die.”
Chapter 46
Jacob Moves to Egypt

1 ¶ Then Israel set out on his journey with all that he had. And he came
to aBeersheba and offered sacrifices
to the bGod of his father Isaac.
2 And cGod spoke to Israel in visions of the night, and said, d“Jacob,
Jacob.” And he said, “Here I am.”
3 And He said, e“I am God, the God
of your father. Do not fear to go down
to Egypt, for I will there make of you
a great nation.
4 f“I will go down with you into
Egypt. gAnd I will also surely bring
you up again. And hJoseph will put
his hand on your eyes.”
5 Then Jacob rose up from
Beersheba. And the sons of Israel carried Jacob their father and their little
ones and their wives in the iwagons
that Pharaoh had sent to carry him.
6 And they took their cattle and their
goods that they had acquired in the
land of Canaan, and jcame to Egypt,
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Jacob, and all his descendants with
him;
7 his sons and his sons’ sons with
him, his daughters and his sons’
daughters, and all his descendants he
brought with him to Egypt.
8 Now these are the names of the
children of Israel that came to Egypt,
Jacob and his sons: Reuben, Jacob’s
firstborn.
9 And the sons of Reuben: Hanoch
and Phallu and Hezron and Carmi.
10 And the sons of Simeon: Jemuel
and Jamin and Ohad and Jachin and
Zohar and Shaul the son of a
Canaanite woman.
11 And the sons of Levi: Gershon,
Kohas and Merari.
12 And the sons of Judah: Er and
Onan and Shelah and Pharez and
Zarah (but Er and Onan died in the
land of Canaan). And the sons of
Pharez were Hezron and Hamul.
13 And the sons of Issachar: Tola
and Phuvah and Job and Shimron.
14 And the sons of Zebulun: Sered
and Elon and Jahleel.
15 These are the sons of Leah whom
she bore to Jacob in Padan-aram,
with his daughter Dinah; all the souls
of his sons and his daughters were
thirty-three.
16 ¶ And the sons of Gad: Ziphion
and Haggi, Shuni and Ezbon, Eri and
Arodi and Areli.
17 And the sons of Asher: Jimnah
and Ishuah and Isui and Beriah and
Serah their sister. And the sons of
Beriah: Heber and Malchiel.
18 These are the sons of Zilpah,

whom Laban gave to Leah his daughter. And these she bore to Jacob these
sixteen souls.
19 ¶ The sons of Rachel Jacob’s
wife: Joseph and Benjamin.
20 And to Joseph in the land of Egypt
were born Manasseh and Ephraim,
whom Asenath the daughter of
Potipherah priest of On bore to him.
21 And the sons of Benjamin were
Belah and Becher and Ashbel, Gera
and Naaman, Ehi and Rosh, Muppim
and Huppim and Ard.
22 These are the sons of Rachel, who
were born to Jacob; all the souls were
fourteen.
23 ¶ And the sons of Dan: Hushim.
24 And the sons of Naphtali: Jahzeel
and Guni and Jezer and Shillem.
25 These are the sons of Bilhah,
whom Laban gave to Rachel his
daughter, and she bore these to Jacob;
all the souls were seven.
26 ¶ All the souls that came with
Jacob to Egypt, who came out of his
loins, besides Jacob’s sons’ wives, all
the souls were sixty-six.
27 And the sons of Joseph, who were
born to him in Egypt, were two souls;
k
all the souls of the house of Jacob,
who came to Egypt, were seventy.
28 ¶ And he sent Judah before him
to Joseph, to direct his way to
l
Goshen. And they came into the land
of Goshen.
29 Then Joseph prepared his chariot
and went up to meet Israel his father,
to Goshen, and presented himself to
him. And he fell on his neck and
m
wept on his neck a long time.
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30 And Israel said to Joseph, “Now
let me die, since I have seen your
face, because you are still alive.”
31 Then Joseph said to his brothers
and to his father’s house, “nI will go
up and show Pharaoh, and will say
to him, ‘My brothers and my father’s
house, who were in the land of
Canaan, have come to me.
32 ‘And the men are shepherds, for
their trade has been to feed livestock.
And they have brought their flocks
and their herds, and all that they
have.’
33 “And it will come to pass when
Pharaoh will call you, and will say,
‘What is your occupation?’
34 “you will say, ‘Your servants’
trade has been keepers of livestock
from our youth even until now, both
we and also oour fathers,’ so that you
may dwell in the land of pGoshen,
for every shepherd is an abomination
to the Egyptians.”
Chapter 47
1 ¶ Then Joseph came and told Pharaoh, and said, “My father and my
brothers and their flocks and their
herds and all that they have, have
come out of the land of Canaan. And
behold, they are in the land of Goshen.”
2 Then he took some of his brothers, even five men, and presented
them to Pharaoh.
3 And Pharaoh said to his brothers,
“What is your occupation?” And they
said to Pharaoh, “Your servants are
a
shepherds, both we and also our fathers.”

4 They said to Pharaoh, “We have
come to sojourn in the land, for your
servants have no pasture for their
flocks, for the famine is severe in the
land of Canaan. Now, therefore,
please let your servants dwell in the
land of Goshen.”
5 Then Pharaoh spoke to Joseph,
saying, “Your father and your brothers have come to you.
6 “The land of Egypt is at your disposal. Have your father and brothers
dwell in the bbest of the land. Let
them live in the land of Goshen. And
if you know any ccapable men among
them, then make them rulers over my
livestock.”
7 ¶ So Joseph brought in Jacob his
father and set him before Pharaoh.
And Jacob dblessed Pharaoh.
8 Then Pharaoh said to Jacob, “How
old are you?”
9 And Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The
days of the years of my pilgrimage
are one hundred and thirty years. Few
and evil have been the days of the
years of my life. And eI have not attained to the days of the years of the
life of my fathers in the days of their
pilgrimage.”
10 Then Jacob fblessed Pharaoh, and
went out from before Pharaoh.
11 ¶ So Joseph settled his father and
his brothers, and gave them a possession in the land of Egypt, in the
g
best of the land, in the land of
Rameses, as Pharaoh had commanded.
12 Then Joseph hprovided his father
and his brothers and all his father’s
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household with bread according to 19 “Why should we die before your
their families.
eyes, both we and our land? Buy us
and our land for bread, and we and
Famine in Egypt
our land will be servants to Pharaoh.
13 ¶ Now there was no bread in all And give us seed, so that we may live
the land, for the famine was severe, and not die, that the land may not be
so that the land of Egypt and all the desolate.”
land of Canaan languished by rea- 20 ¶ Then Joseph bought all the land
son of the famine.
of Egypt for Pharaoh, for the Egyp14 So Joseph gathered up all the tians sold every man his field, bemoney that was found in the land of cause the famine prevailed over
Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, for them. So the land became Pharaoh’s.
the grain that they bought. And Jo- 21 And as for the people, he moved
seph brought the money to Pharaoh’s them to cities from one end of the
house.
borders of Egypt even to the other
15 And when money was spent in end.
the land of Egypt and in the land of 22 Only the land of the priests he
Canaan, all the Egyptians came to did not buy, for the priests had a porJoseph, and said, “Give us bread, for tion assigned to them by Pharaoh.
why should we die in your presence? And they ate their portion that PhaFor the money is gone.”
raoh gave them. Therefore, they did
16 Then Joseph said, “Give your not sell their land.
livestock, and I will give you food 23 Then Joseph said to the people,
for your livestock, if the money is “Behold, I have today bought you
gone.”
and your land for Pharaoh. Now here
17 So they brought their livestock is seed for you and you will sow the
to Joseph. And Joseph gave them land.
bread in exchange for horses and for 24 “And it will come to pass in the
the flocks and for the livestock of the increase, that you will give a ififth
herds and for the donkeys. And he part to Pharaoh and four parts will
fed them with bread for all their live- be your own, for seed of the field and
for your food and for those of your
stock for that year.
18 When that year was ended, they households and for food for your
came to him the second year, and said little ones.”
to him, “We will not hide it from my 25 And they said, “You have saved
lord, how that our money is spent. our lives. Let us find grace in the sight
My lord also has our herds of live- of my lord and we will be Pharaoh’s
stock. There is nothing left in the slaves.”
sight of my lord, but our bodies and 26 So Joseph made it a law over the
our lands.
land of Egypt to this day, that Phai Gn 41:34
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raoh should have a fifth part, except
for the land of the priests only, which
did not become Pharaoh’s.
27 ¶ And Israel dwelt in the land of
Egypt, in the country of Goshen. And
they had jpossessions therein and
k
grew and multiplied exceedingly.
28 And Jacob lived in the land of
Egypt lseventeen years. So the whole
age of Jacob was one hundred and
forty-seven years.
29 Now the time drew near that Israel must die. So he called his son
Joseph, and said to him, “If now I
have found favor in your sight, please
m
put your hand under my thigh and
n
deal kindly and truly with me. Please
do not bury me in Egypt,
30 “But I will lie owith my fathers,
and you will carry me out of Egypt
and bury me in ptheir burial place.”
And he said, “I will do as you have
said.”
31 And he said, q“Swear to me.” And
he swore to him. And Israel bowed
himself on the head of the bed.
Chapter 48
Manasseh and Ephraim

1 ¶ Now it came to pass after these
things that one told Joseph, “Behold,
your father is sick.” So he took with
him his two sons, aManasseh and
Ephraim.
2 And one told Jacob, and said, “Behold, your son Joseph is coming to
you.” And Israel strengthened himself and sat up in the bed.
3 And Jacob said to Joseph, b“God

Almighty appeared to me at cLuz in
the land of Canaan and blessed me.
4 “And He said to me, ‘Behold, I
will make you fruitful and multiply
you. And I will make of you a multitude of people, and will give this land
to your descendants after you for an
everlasting possession.’
5 “And now your two sons, dEphraim
and Manasseh, who were born to you
in the land of Egypt before I came to
you into Egypt are mine, as Reuben
and Simeon, they will be mine.
6 “But your offspring that have been
born after them will be yours, and
will be called after the name of their
brothers in their inheritance.
7 “And as for me, when I came from
e
Padan, fRachel died by me in the
land of Canaan in the way, when there
was but a little way to go to Ephrath.
And I buried her there in the way of
Ephrath. The same is Bethlehem.”
8 ¶ When Israel gsaw Joseph’s sons,
and said, “Who are these?”
9 And Joseph said to his father,
h
“They are my sons, whom God has
given me in this place.” And he said,
“Please bring them to me and I will
bless them.”
10 Now ithe eyes of Israel were dim
from age, so that he could not see.
And he brought them near to him and
he kissed them and embraced them.
11 And Israel said to Joseph, “I had
not expected to see your face. And
behold, God has showed me also
your offspring.”
12 And Joseph brought them out
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from between his knees, and he
bowed himself with jhis face to the
ground.
13 And Joseph took them both,
Ephraim in his right hand toward
Israel’s left hand, and Manasseh in
his left hand toward Israel’s right
hand. And he brought them near to
him.
14 Then Israel stretched out his right
hand and laid it on Ephraim’s head,
who was the younger, and his left
hand upon Manasseh’s head, guiding his hands wittingly, kfor Manasseh was the firstborn.
15 And he blessed Joseph, and said,
l
“God, before whom my fathers
Abraham and Isaac walked, mthe God
who fed me all my life to this day,
16 n“the angel who redeemed me
from all evil, bless the lads. And let
my name be named on them and the
name of my fathers Abraham and
Isaac. oAnd let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth.”
17 ¶ And when Joseph saw that his
father laid his right hand on the head
of Ephraim, it displeased him. And
he held up his father’s hand, to remove it from Ephraim’s head to
Manasseh’s head.
18 And Joseph said to his father,
“Not so, my father, for this is the firstborn. Put your right hand on his
head.”
19 And his father refused, and said,
“I know, my son, I know. He also will
become a people, and he also will be
great. But truly his younger brother

will be greater than he, and phis descendants will become a multitude
of nations.”
20 So he blessed them that day, saying, “In you will Israel bless, saying,
‘God make you like Ephraim and like
Manasseh.’” And he set Ephraim
before Manasseh.
21 Then Israel said to Joseph, “Behold, I die. But qGod will be with you
and rbring you again to the land of
your fathers.
22 “Moreover, I have given to you
one portion above your brothers
s
which I took out of the hand of the
Amorite with my sword and with my
bow.”
Chapter 49
Jacob Blesses His Sons

1 ¶ Then Jacob called to his sons,
and said, “Assemble yourselves together so that I may tell you that
which will befall you ain the last days.
2 “Gather yourselves together, and
hear, you sons of Jacob. And hearken to Israel your father.
3 “Reuben, you are my firstborn, my
might and the bbeginning of my
strength, the excellency of dignity
and the excellency of power.
4 “Unstable as water, you will not
excel cbecause you went up to your
father’s bed, to my couch, and then
you defiled it.
5 d“Simeon and Levi are brothers,
instruments of cruelty are in their
dwelling place.
6 “Let not my soul ecome into their
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council. Let not my glory be united
with their assembly, for in their anger they slew a man, and in their selfwill they hamstrung an ox.
7 “Cursed be their anger, for it was
fierce; and their wrath, for it was
cruel. fI will disperse them in Jacob,
and scatter them in Israel.
8 “Judah, you are he whom your
brothers will praise. Your hand will
be on the neck of your enemies. gYour
father’s children will bow down before you.
9 “Judah is a hlion’s whelp. From
the prey, my son, you are gone up.
He couches. He lies down as a lion.
And as an old lion, who will rouse
him up?
10 i“The sceptre will not depart from
Judah, nor a lawgiver from between
his feet, until Shiloh comes. jAnd to
Him will the obedience of the people
be.
11 k“He ties his foal to the vine, and
his donkey’s colt to the choice vine.
l
He washed his garments in wine, and
his clothes in the blood of grapes.
12 “His eyes will be red with wine,
and his teeth white with milk.
13 m“Zebulun will dwell at the seashore. And he will be for a haven of
ships. And his border will be to
Sidon.
14 “Issachar is a strong donkey,
n
couching down between two burdens.
15 “And he saw that rest was good,
and the land that it was pleasant. And

he bowed his shoulder to bear and
became a slave at forced labor.
16 o“Dan will judge his people as
one of the tribes of Israel.
17 “Dan will be a serpent in the way,
a snake in the path that bites the
horse’s heels, so that his rider will
fall backward.
18 p“I have waited for your salvation, O LORD.
19 q“Gad, raiders will overcome him.
But he will raid at their heels.
20 r“Out of Asher his food will be
rich, and he will yield royal dainties.
21 s“Naphtali is a doe let loose. He
gives beautiful words.
22 t“Joseph is a fruitful vine, even a
fruitful vine by a well, whose
branches run over the wall.
23 “The archers have sorely grieved
him, and shot at him, and hated him.
24 “But his bow remained firm, and
the uarms of his hands were made
strong by the hands of the vMighty
God of Jacob (From there is the
w
Shepherd, the xStone of Israel),
25 “by the yGod of your father who
will help you, and zby the Almighty
who will bless you awith blessings of
heaven above, blessings of the deep
that lies beneath, blessings of the
breasts and of the womb.
26 “The blessings of your father
have prevailed above the blessings
of my ancestors to the utmost bound
of the beverlasting hills. They will be
on the head of Joseph, and on the
crown of the head of the one who was
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separate from his brothers.
27 “Benjamin is a ravenous wolf. In
the morning he will devour the prey
and at night he will divide the spoil.”
28 ¶ All these are the twelve tribes
of Israel. And this is what their father said to them when he blessed
them, everyone according to his
blessing he blessed them.
Death of Jacob

29 ¶ Then he charged them, and said
to them, “I am to be cgathered to my
people. Bury me with my fathers in
the cave that is in the field of Ephron
the Hittite,
30 “in the cave that is in the dfield of
Machpelah, which is before Mamre,
in the land of Canaan, which Abraham
bought with the field of Ephron the
Hittite for a possession of a burial place.
31 “There they buried eAbraham and
f
Sarah his wife. There they buried
g
Isaac and Rebekah his wife. And
there I buried Leah.
32 “The purchase of the field and of
the cave that is therein was from the
children of Heth.”
33 And when Jacob had made an
end of commanding his sons, he gathered up his feet into the bed and
h
breathed his last, and was igathered
to his people.
Chapter 50
1 ¶ And Joseph fell upon his father’s
face, and wept on him, and kissed
him.
2 Then Joseph commanded his servants the physicians to aembalm his

father. And the physicians embalmed
Israel.
3 Now forty days were required for
it, for such is the period required for
embalming. And the Egyptians
b
mourned for him seventy days.
4 ¶ And when the days of his mourning were past, Joseph spoke to the
house of Pharaoh, saying, “If now I
have found favor in your eyes, please
speak in the ears of Pharaoh, saying,
5 c‘My father made me swear, saying, “Behold, I die. In my grave that
I have dug for myself in the land of
Canaan, there you will bury me.”
Now therefore please let me go up
and bury my father, and I will come
again.’”
6 And Pharaoh said, “Go up and bury
your father according as he made you
swear.”
7 ¶ Then Joseph went up to bury his
father. And with him went up all the
servants of Pharaoh, the elders of his
house, and all the elders of the land
of Egypt,
8 and all the house of Joseph, and
his brothers, and his father’s house.
Only their little ones and their flocks
and their herds, they left in the land
of Goshen.
9 And there went up with him both
chariots and horsemen. And it was a
very great company.
10 Then they came to the threshingfloor of Atad that is beyond Jordan. And there they mourned with a
great and very sorrowful lamentation.
And he made a mourning for his father seven days.
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11 Now when the inhabitants of the
land, the Canaanites, saw the mourning in the floor of Atad, they said,
“This is a grievous mourning for the
Egyptians.” Therefore, the name of
it was called Abel-mizraim, which
is beyond Jordan.
12 ¶ And his sons did to him according as he commanded them,
13 for his sons carried him into the
land of Canaan and buried him in
the cave of the dfield of Machpelah,
before Mamre which Abraham
bought with the field from Ephron
the Hittite for a possession of a
burial place.
14 After he had buried his father,
Joseph returned into Egypt, he and
his brothers, and all who went up
with him to bury his father.
Joseph Reassures His Brothers
15 ¶ Now when Joseph’s brothers
saw that their father was dead, they
said, e“Joseph will perhaps hate us,
and will certainly pay us back all the
evil that we did to him.”
16 And they sent a messenger to
Joseph, saying, “Your father commanded before he died, saying,
17 ‘So will you say to Joseph,
“Please forgive the trespass of your
brothers and their sin, for they did
evil to you.”’ And now, please forgive the trespass of the servants of
the God of your father.” And Joseph
wept when they spoke to him.
18 And his brothers also went and
f
fell down before his face. And they

said, “Behold, we are your servants.”
19 And Joseph said to them, “Do
not be afraid, for am I in God’s
place?
20 “But as for you, gyou thought
evil against me, but God meant it
for good in order to bring to pass as
it is this day, to preserve many
people alive.
21 “Now therefore, do not fear. hI
will provide for you and your little
ones.” And he comforted them, and
spoke kindly to them.
Death of Joseph
22 ¶ So Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he
and his father’s house. And Joseph
lived one hundred and ten years.
23 And Joseph saw Ephraim’s children of the third generation. The
children also of Machir the son of
Manasseh were brought up ion
Joseph’s knees.
24 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die. And jGod
will surely visit you and bring you
out of this land to the land that he
swore to kAbraham, to lIsaac and mto
Jacob.”
25 And Joseph took an oath from
the children of Israel, saying, “God
will surely visit you and nyou will
carry up my bones from here.”
26 So Joseph died, being one hundred and ten years old. And they
o
embalmed him and he was placed
in a coffin in Egypt.

d Gn 23:16-20 e Gn 37:28; 42:21,22 f Gn 37:8-10; 41:43 g Gn 37:26,27; 45:5,7 h Gn 45:11; 47:12 i Gn
30:3 j Gn 48:21; Hb 11:22 k Gn 13:15,17; 15:7,8 l Gn 26:3 m Gn 28:13; 35:12 n Ex 13:19; Ja 24:32; Hb
11:22 o vs 2
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